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Christmas Thrills In A Haun.ted House With Nelson Lee --

CHAPTER 1. 

The House of Fear. 

T llE ii:..d11~ of nia11\· lai~tern~ ~k-anlt~d and 
lli .. k.erecl in the \Yi11rer·~ ni~ht. On all 

1 ~:de.-; ~~ r .. 1c·lll'd l ii(~ ~!1ow-co,·erl'd 
· ~Tot11ul..; of ForP:-t J 1011.,,~. and the 

la!il,·rn, li.:;lit:,;, appearin~· ~u1d di~apppari11~ 
h,_•hind the lll1:--ht>s and ;·l11111p~ ◄ )f \ruodla11t~. 
\',·,•re like \\·ill-u'-thc-wi:--p~. · 

1 L w a~ t\ r o o 'c 1 oc k i 11 t he 111. : i : 1 i: 1 g-, a 11 d 
die 11i.!.!.l1t wa~ dark a1Hl ~till. Thi-.. old n1a11· 
.--:,J!l, the all('f':'ltral horne of L~td:,: Enstacia 
H•Jwer~, ~tood in the n1g-~·ed \Yil 1 k•n1css of 

.... 

.. 

I 

1Ji,. ~._..,\, Fnre:--t.. lt. ,rrni!d haYe t)c·en tl:fli­
cult til find a 111tn(~ dt•~olatt~ :Sh.:?Jl'. 

Th,_•l't.) were :--L•,·c•i·ai pal'iit•:-; \\·i111 tlie J;111-

b~n1s; tht>_v ,n.'t'l~ e11,·in·li11g- 1 l1e !io:1,('. 

l'Xa111inin: .. ;- th1• ~·an.kn p.irln,·,1y,. the out!Juild­
i:1!2:~. aIId e\ c·rythi11g- <...J.~c co11:1ectcd \\ ith tlhJ 
o!d holi~O. 

~.\.11d it wa:; e\·idc·11t t!Ltt a11 :11t1.;'11,i\·e ~ea:·c:1 
\'.-i.~~ l!l pl'd!..!'l'i.!:--S. 

'l\r,"l ui trr~ partit·~ 1n,,t. 011e c·G11~i~ti~d 6f 
lL1~Hlfc)l'd1 ,11ul Ch11H·h ::11d ~l(_'Ch1rc•, of ~t. 
Fr .. n1;"':::, :111d l)uri:; lk·d~,~lt·~· and ?\Iarjode 
Te1n1,k; the other pariy <·nn~i~tcd of Hl'g-.~·;4• 
Pitt, ,~ i \·ia n Tra Yl·I~~ \ \' i llll ie Pitt and 
\~i◄_let \\·,~1~on. 
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-And The Chums Of St. Frank's-Complete Thriller! .,. 

• 

By EDWY 
SEARLES 
BROOKS • 

Nerki, the worker of black magic, the 
man possessed of dreadful power­
what has he to do with the haunting 

of Forest House? Never before has Nelson Lee, the celebrated detective, been 
confronted with sut-h a baffl.ing and sinister mystery-never before has be been 
called upon to show such skill_ and steadfast courage as now, when he sets 

out to solve the mystery of" Nerki the Sorcerer." 

"Any luck?" asked Handfort.h, his rugged 
face haggard and worn . 

.. 'Nothing, old 1nan-nothing at all," s~'lid 
R0g_~ic Pitt, shaking his head. 

"It's awful! We\·e got. to find her'. \\',~ 
must!" said Edward Os\ral<l I-Iandforth, iu 

anguish. "Some of the chaps are sayi!lg 
that she was spirited away by ghosts, but l 
don't believe it. That's rot! That, crooked 
clc;,·i 1. N erki, got hold of her somehow ! If 
e\·c-r I sec hin1 a~ain-" 

··Steady, I-Iaudy, old son!" interrupted 
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Pitt. "It's 110 good goiug on like t.hat. \Yo 
kuow ju~t how you feel. Hut it is n1ore thau 
C\"c·1· 11eces:-;ary for u:; to kel'IJ otu· heads.·' 

u But. Irene is missing!" said IIandforth 
• kaptically. " She's golle ! V aui::d1ecl as 
rh"ough into t-hin air! .And there's not a 
trace left." 

His anguish could be ea~ily understood; 
for Irene Manners wa.5 his special girl chum; 
and tho very thought t.hat anything dreadful 
had happened to her drove hi1n frantic. 

·"Perhaps the other parties· ,vill have som~ 
news?" suggested Church hopefully. "You 
can never tell, Handy. \Ve' d better be get­
ting back to the house. It's a ,Yaste of time 
Being out here." 

"Yes, yes-let's get back," muttered Hand­
forth. 

All these young people were the Christ­
n1as · guests of Lady Eustacia Bowers. She 
was Archie Glenthorne's aunt, and it waa 
.Archie, in fact, who had invited the 1nerty 
party ·to Fo1·est House for Christmas. Archie 
had' done so for a :purpose-believing that the 
noisy, light-hearted boys and girls would lift 
.Aunt Eustacia out of herself. Jfor, for many 
weeks past, she had been getting more and 
1nore deeply under the influence of Professor 
I ,·an Nerki, the strange occultist who called 
hi1nself the '' Sorcerer of the New Forest." 

. -

Nerki's lonely forest home ,vas only a 
111ilc or two along this desola t.e, snowbound 
by-road.- Lady Bowers had always been an 
eccentric-af least, since the death of her 
husband. She had taken up cult after cuH, 
and Archie had bemoaned the change in her. 

His effort.s to help her, it seemed, were to 
be doomed to failure; for this Christmas 
party had been fraught ,vith mystery and 
terror ever since the boys and girls had col­
lected under that strange roof. 

. The yarious search-partit•s came in from aU 
quarters; and, with snow clinging to their 
stout shoes, they collected in the great hall 
of the mansion, where the electric lights 
were gleaming brightly. There ,vas not a 
servant in this house, for they had all fled 
at the first ghostly n1anifestations-and the~·e 
had ·been many such during the past days. 

N evert-heless, there were three men with 
the boys and girls-three of the 1nost deter­
mine'd of men, too. For they were none other 
than Nelson Lee, the celebrated detective, 
Lord Dorrimore, the intrepid explorer-peer, 
and Umlosi, the mighty King of Kutanaland. 
The latter had had a strange experience t.his 
night, and he had been badly shaken, &nd 
he had even expressed a view that Forest 
I-louse was genuinely hat1nted. 

U mlosi feared no man-but he was super­
stitious, like many Africans. 

"\Vell, boys, I'm afraid our efforts have 
been useless,,, said Nelson Lee, as he stood 
at the foot of the great staircase. addressing 
tho gues~. '' \Ve have searched the hou~e, 
and we hav\:' searched the ground:s Irene 
has not been found-or any trace of her. 
It i~ a con1plete mystery · 

·._ But we've got to do_ son1ethin~, guv'uor," 

said Nipper. " She nu1st be here s01ne­
whel'e." · 

··\Ve\·c got to search t.he house again-~'-
lwgau .J-Iandforth. _ . 

"~o !" ca111e an agitated ,roicc from the 
wide landing u-boYc. ··It. is u~eless to: seareh 
for d1at poor girl. She is dead." 

.A.ll eyes were turned upwards;· and there, 
standing against the balustrade was Lady 
Eustacia Bowers herself. And the hostess of 
this strange ChristlT!!1s pa~·ty was looking a. 
rnere shadow of her own self.. 'rhe tragedy 
-or what she believed to be a tragedy-had 
left her a haggard wreck. 

"Please, Lady Bowers,· leave this to me," 
said Le~ quickly. "The girl shall 1.>\) 
fot111d~'' 

"She ca~not be found, lrlr. Lee," inte!·­
rupted her ladyship, her voice harsh with 
agony. "Do I not know? Nerlci appeared 
to me to-night, and he gaYc me . a terriblo 
warning. He knows that this _house is 
haunted by the -evil spirit" of an elemental­
a semi-materialised phantasm of the dead." 

"But that is sheer nonsense, Lady Bowers," 
said Lee sh~rply. h Nerki has been putting 
these ridiculous ideas into )~our head--:-,, 

" N erki is right!" said Lady Bowers 
angrily. ":For a tin1e, ~Ir. Lee, I allowed 
myself to be s,vayed by your argumenrs. 
But now I know the truth! Nerki wa:rned 
me that unless all my guests leave this hou.sc, 
one of th~m would •be . sei_zed-killed by the 
elemental, and carried away_ into the ast.rai 
spaces, there t-o be . destroyed by the ev1t 
spirits. Do not the facts prove that Nerki 
was right ? This· girl has va-nish~d--'Withou t 
any apparent cause. You heard a scream, 
and that is alt She was seized in the open 
corridor, and thus ·she_ was · carried away. 
It is folly to searc-h, for· she "~ill ·never be 
found. She is dead-dead!" . . 

Her ludys-hip's voice \\'85 a _wail now, and 
she "·as sobbing. And before Nelson Leo 
could speak she thrust out a shaky hand. 

"Go!" she panted. "Please, please! 
Everyibody ! Go a way from this accursed 
house, lest others of you should be killed by 
the evil spirit which haunts it." 

Archie Glenthome 1·an up the stairs, and, 
deeply touched, he gripped his aunt's arm. 

"Pull yourself together, aunt, old thing," 
he said earnestly. '' Dash it, you can't turn 
our guests away in the middle of the· nigh& 
like this1 There's nowhere for them to go, 
or-or anything:" . 

"Let them go!" whispered Lady Bowers.· 
"Any place is better than this!'~ 

E VERYBODY'S nerves were on edge. 
The "manifestations " ,vhich had 

been taking place· at Forest Houso 
l\·ere so bizarre that e, .. en Nelson Lee 

was forced to confess that he was baffled. 
There ,vas no ordinary ghost here, there was 
nothing which could be seen or identified. 

In this haunted house things~happened. 
Furniture was suddenly Hung into t.h~ air, 

and En1ashed without any apparent cause. 
Objects were hurled across roon1s. C1-ockery_ 



was broken, and so forth. Any student of 
the occult would have declared that th_~ 
house was haunted by an ele1ncntal, or sem1-
n1atcrialised phantas1n of the dead. 

But Nelson Lee was conYinced . that the 
"haunting " ,vas th_c result of tnckery by 
Professor I van Nerk1. 

It . was a significant fact that Professor 
N erki had obtained n fi~m hold over Lady 
Bowers, and she was · _immensely wealthy. 
Archie suspected that his aunt had already 
paid Ncrki heavy surns. It was easy cnoug~ 
for t,he inystic to get money out of h1:; 
victims-especially those victi1ns who were 
v.·holly under his "spell.". And Nelson LE:_e 
himself knew from cxper1encc how easy. it 

· is for lonely and wealthy women to pa!t wit~ 
fantastic sums to such charlatans. Even tf 
Lee could prove nothing against Nerki, he 
,,·as at loast. anxious to open Lady Bowers' 
eyes to his real character. llo1· Lee was 
definitely of the opinion that Nerki w~ a 
fake and a fraud. 

He was a dever man, too-a brilliant con­
jurer, and what he did not know ubont the 
.trt of the n1agician was not worth lea111i11g. 

Nelson Lee had only come down to forest 
I-louse for a brief holidav in answC'r to 
Nipper's invitation. And he~- had found the 
house 11pside down, with all the servants 
gone. Lee had half a suspicion that the 
servants had so1nehow been "got at." 
Nedd was determined to rid the house of 
Lady Bowers~ gues~s-a_nd his object ~vas 
obvious. 'fhe1r healthy influence was having 
its effect, and he was lo.sing her. And in 
losing her, perhaps, he was losing his most 
prolific source of income. 

Finding things so serious in this old 
country mansion, Nelson Lee had sent a 
telegram to Lord Dorrimore, his old friend; 
and Dorrie had come clown postc-haste, 
bringing Umlosi with him. 

And still the 1nystcry ren1a ined as barning 
as ever. 

"LISTEN!" said Nipp~r sudd~nly. . 
He was in that crowd 111 the big 

hall. And it so happened that he 
was nearest. to the great door. 

"\Vhat is it?" asked 1\1:ary Summers, who 
was near him. 

"Footsteps!" said Nip11er. 
"Oh!" . 
"Who can be outside at this hour of ·the 

night?" 
Crunch, crunch, crunch! 
In the 1nomentary silence which ensued. 

the footsteps could be distinctly heard 
crunching over the frozen snow. The boys 
and girls looked nt one another askance. 

"Nothin' to be af1·aid of." said Lord 
.Dorrimore briskly. "Probably the local 
hobby, wonderin'. why th~ l!ghts. ar~ ~!1- It 
1night be a good 1dPa to 1nv1te him 1n. 

Rap, rap! Rap, 1·ap ! · 
It was Nipp~r who flung th~ door open, nnd 

then he uttered nn cxdanultion. For it was 
no rural constnble outside, but the sinister 
figure of Professor I van Ne1·ki. 
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"There is trouule here, I believe," said the 
1nvstic imprcssivelv. 

i-Ie walked straight in past Nipper, aud the 
othe1·s fell awav as he aclvanc·ed, for there 
was something ·eerie in his very appearance, 
and they shrank away. Nerki advanced to 
the very centre of the hall, and stood look• 
ing up at Lady Bowers. She herself see~ed 
relieved, and a little colour came back into 
her cheeks. 

"Ah, my good N erki ! " she exclaimc:'d. ." I 
am glad you have come. Perhnps yon, with 
votn· wiscloin, will be abie to convince these 
foolish people how wrong they are to stay 
in this house." 

If Nelson Lee had needed any evidence to 
show l.1inJ how. co1npletely ~ady Bowers was· 
in Nerki's gnp, that. evidcuce was now 
supplied. The 1nan positively held her under 
a kind of hypnotic spell. ~ et _the.re wus 
really uo suggestion of hypnobsn1 1n 1t. He 
had won her over by his 1nysticis1n, and this 
strange "cult " had griJ?ped her as _though 
in a vice. The extraorchuary happenings at 
Forest House had satisfied Lady Bowers that 
Nerki's warninfrs were justified. He was a 
"seer"· he had known of what would 
happen,' and she believed in him implicitly. 

Ile seemed to be an clderlv n1an, with a 
long white beard. He was dressed in n black 
cloak which reached to his very ankles, and 
on his head there was a shapeless black cap. 
The boys knew that. the beard was false-and 
he had even explained to the1n that he <?nly 
wore it for the sake of appearances, since 
people expected a 1nagician to look his part. 
'fhe n1an's audacity was startling. 

"You are bold, Professor Nerki, to come 
here to-uig·ht !" said Nelson Lee steadily. 

'' No, sir; I an1 here because I feel that 
my presence is needed," replied the mystic. 
"'fo-uight I have ha<l a vision; I believe 
that a tragedy has been enacted here. And 
I have come to offer Lady Bowers my 
protection." 

llandforth strode up to hi1n, and his eyes 
were Llnzing. 

"You mean you\·e come here to play some 
more of your dirty tricks!" he ~nid 
fcrocioush·. "\tou humbug! You trtcky ., 'hl .,,, crook! \Vhat have you done wit rene. 

Nerki looked at him coldh·. 
"llave you taken INtve of your senses?,, 

he asked. "I do not know what you are 
talking about." 

"Yes, you do!" shouted Hanclforth pas­
sionately. "1'."'ou spirited Irene away-and 
now you've got the nerve to cozne here and 
pretend to know nothing about it! By 
George! I'll smash you up! I-I'll--" 

He ,vas preparing to hurl himself upon 
Ncrki for he was ahnost beside hin1self with 
anxietv and worry; but Church and l\lcChtre 
and Travers and one or two of the other 
fellows he]d him back. 1\ilennwhile,. Nelson 
Lee had advnncrd, and ·the detective was now 
facino- the \'isitor. 

"J~st why h:n·e yon C?me here, Professor 
NPrki ?" nsked the detective. 

"I ~ame to offer my services to Lady 
Bowers-and I will address myself to Lady 
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Bowers," rep] ied N erki. "You arc an un­
believer, sir. You have even cast doubts 
upon 111y own integrity. I feel no ~nin~osity 
against you for that, for all scephcs insult 
1uc. But I uiu pained. Iudced, I am sorry 
for you." 

This "~as Nerki's favourite pose. Nipper 
and n1any of_ the other boys had actually 
Sl'ized hhn in his own house, and had locked 
hin1 up in a shed. It was this trick, in fact, 
which had brought about the Christmas party. 
For Nipper had i111personated Nerki, and had 
advised Lady Bowers to invit~ the· young 
guests. And Nerki, nt thut tin1e, had merely 
expressed his sadness that the boys cou]d be 
so 1nisguided. It was clever of hhn to refrain 
f ron1 open anger. 

"You say that you know that tragedy 
occurred here?" asked ~clson Lee. "How 
did vou know?" 

Nerki ignored hin1. 
.. 

.-, I am - distressed, Lady Bowers, that this 
(h·eadful thing should have happened," ho 
said. "I do not know how I knew of it, but 
in my own hon1e a vision came to 1ne. I 
saw. 'And I was in1pcllecl to co1ne." 

"Tell them of the danger," said Lady 
Bowers urgently. "Oh, do tell then1 ! " 

"I tell· the1n, but they heed not," replied 
the mystic with a shrug. "An innocent 
young girl has been spirited away by the 
dread clcn1e11tal which haunts this house. By 
now she has Leen taken to the astral spaces, 
and is no 1nore. Let these people 1·emain, 
and another of then1 1night be seized. It is 
iinpossib)e for m" to 8ay. I only know that 
the peril is ghastly. It is hideous. Even 
110w, as we talk, the elc1nental n1ight strike." 

The 1Joys and girls were looking at 0110 
· another in a scared sort of way. 'l'here was 
certainly son1ethi11g extraordinarily in1-
1n·c~si,·c in Nerki's 1nan11er. He positive]y 
exuded an aura of ghostliness. But Nelson 
Lee, at least; took no notice of this. It was 
X erki's i,tock-in-tradc. 

"1"" on have hea1·d?" asked Lady Bowers. 
·• Oh, boys aud g·irls ! I beg of you to )eave 
this house! Nerki is right! :\Ir. ;Lee, please 
:'!Ce r0ason !" 

·• I think I see ~01nething else!~, snapped 
Nelson Lee. 

And, with a sudden 1n0Ye1nent, he leapt 
forward, and fron1 Professor ~erki's coat he 
took two golden hairs! 

CHAPTER 2. 
The Footprints of the Monster. 

PROfESSOR NER_KI, quite unaware of 
Nelson Lee's intention," had backed 
away in sudden fear. Perhaps he 
believed that tho detective ,vas about 

to attack hin1. 
·• ·what do you do?" he asked breathlessly. 
Lee he]d the golden hairs up to the light, 

and his e~pression was hard. Not nntch 
1nore than an hour before Irene l\Ianners had 
left the. others, and had gone back to her 
bcd-1·001n for some shoes. A sc1·etnn had 
been ·heard-and that was nll. She had 

vanished. And her hair was fair-golden, in 
fact. 

·• Perhaps You will tell n1e, Professor Nerki, 
how it is th~tt I find two golden hairs-girl's 
hairs-on your black coat?" asked Lee 
01ninously. 

'' \Vhat !" shouted Handforth, running up. 
"Keep back, young 'un," said Lee .. ·"Let 

1ne deal with this mutter." 
N er~ wus du1nbfounded. 
"But, no! It is impossible F' he exclaimed 

in confusion. "What do you try to do? 
'f1·ick me? Bah! Do you think you can 
force me t-0 speak-" · 

"I. an1 asking you, Professor Nerki, to ex­
plain the presence of these golden hairs on 
your jacket!" insisted Lee. ·• I am making 
no accusation, but the -hair of tho missing 
girl is precisely this colour." 

Nerki recovered himself; for he knew that 
this .. clue " was no clue at all. Lee could 
prove nothing by it. But his n1omentary 
confusion had been quite sufficient to convinco 
Nelijon Lee of the man's guilt .. 

"I know nothing!" said N crki angrily. 
"This evening a client ca1nc; she brought hct· 
child. I an1 fond of children, and the little 
girl clin1bed upo1~ n1y knee." 

"And do you expect 1ne to believe that?"-
asked Nelson Lee conteinptuously. · 

"Sir! You insult n1e ! " said the 1nystic. _ 
"And you insult 1ny intelligence!" retorted 

Nelson Lee. "Do you expect me to believe 
that you were seated at home, by your fire­
side, wearing that great overcoat? No, Pro­
fessor Ncrki; I caunot complin1ent you upon 
that hurriedly invented explauation. It is 
exrecdingly feeble.'' _ 

Nelson Lee's tone was scathing~ ancl the 
nu1n ahnost vi8ih)y writhed. . 

"I ain the fool to give any explanation 
at all!" _he said curtly. "I ca1ne here to 
give warning - to Lady Bowers--" 

"No, Nerki, this won't do F' broke in Lee, 
reaching forward and seizing the n1an by 
both anus. "\Ve have had cnough of you1· 
shilly-sha11ying, 1ny friend! \Vhcrc is that 
girl? I should advise yon to tell the. truth!"-

" It will be-healthy!'' said Lord Dorri-
1norc, h1oving nearer. 

Ncrki ]ooked ]ike a cag-cd tiger, and his 
eyes burned with hatred. Lady Bo1\·ers stood 
looking on, a new flush coming into h_er face. 
Perhaps Nerki's behaYiour was bringing fresh 
doubt into her mind. 

"Gentl~mcn-p]easc ! " she begged. "This 
conduct is 1nost unseemingly. n 

.. I am very sorry, Lady Bowers-but I do 
not hold this man in the same esteem as you 
do," replied Lee. "Now, N erki, are yon 
going to tell n1e the truth about these golden 
hairs?" 

"I shall tel1 you nothin~ ! " snarled the 
other, wrenching himself back. 

Lee scornfully htgge<l at the fulse beard 
and pulled it dean away. 
. "lf ust you w~ar this 1nake-up, even when 

you go_ abroad?" he asked scathingly. "Or 
are you afraid that Lady Bower~· 1night sus-
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1;ect you of being the trick~t-<·r you are? You hninan nor· animai. But the creature• which 
ha ,·c not fooled me. 1 ,·an N erki. n had 1nadc them was undoubtedlv two-legged 

H Oh!" cainc an· cxclan1atio11 from Lady and the strides were enorn1ous: The foot: 
Bowers. prints themselves were ahnost ns wide as 

And it was obvious that she was startled. they were long, and there was no n1ark of 
Nerki, hearing that "Ohl" uttered a cry of any heel or toe. They were just g1·eat oblong 
uncontrollable rage, and he tore himself free. splodges. 

"I will not stav to be further insulted!" "\Vell, I'm jiggered!" said I-Iandforth in 
he nhnost screa1ne<I. . nn awed YOice. 

And with a sudden run he reached the "I don't like the look of 'em!'' muttered 
front door and was gone. Church, with an uneasy glance over his 

''Come· on-after ·him!" yelled Hnndiorth. shoulder. .. Great Scott!' Nothing hu111nn 
"Rather!" could have made such footprints!" 
"Let's. grab hint r' "Nothing animai, either," said ~1cClure. 
The boys were thoroughlv excited. Hand- "Then what did, dear old fellows?" asked 

forth, in particular, did not., wish to sec Nerki Travers. "A ghost? The elemental itself? 
escape. }.,or the finding ··of those hairs on I've always understood that those johnnies 
the man's coat · was sufficient cYidence for were more or less vapourish." 
·Edward Oswald. "But thev sav that this elemental . i! half-

" Come backt you· young idiots!" called materialised:" said Church. "I don't know 
Nelson Lee. .. I don't mind Nerki knowing what to belic,·e--'' · 
,vhat I think of him; but we have no evi- .. \Veil, you needn't believe that rot!" 
dence against him. The hairs cannot be growled Handforth. "\Vhatever made these 
used as e,ridence. The man can snap his footp1~intf, was solid-and beastly solid at 
fingers at us." that. Look how big they arc! And they 

But Handforth and scycral of the others ,veren't made 1norc than a few minutes ago, 
had snatched up their lanterns and were well by the fresh look of them! Come on! \\1e'll 
away by now. It 1s doubtful if they heard follow them, and sco where they lead us.'' 
Nelson Lee's words. Not that their chase Tl~ey moved forward in a body, keeping 
was of any use. close together-and they took care not to 

Nerki had obtained n fairly good start, and disturb the footprints of the "monstC'r. '~ 
it wns not even possible to follow his foot- Ne,son Lee would want to sec them. · 
}lrints on the frozen snow. For there had The trail led a way across the unbroken 
been such a lot of· tramp1ing round nnd about snow of the law:1s, and Travers suddenly 
the hottse during t.he past hour that Ncrki's uttered au amused cht,C'klc. 
footprints were not dist-ing-uishable from any "\Vhat's the mattcl'?" asked Hand forth, 
of the others. ._ looking at hin1. 

"It's no good, Handy," said Church, n t "It only .struck me, clear old fellow, that· 
last, as he paused for breath. "The rotter we're mugs," said Travers calmly. 
has got away. There's no telling where he ., niugs? How?" 
is now. He n1ight have dodged behind any ·· \\7ell, look at this trail!'' 
of these trees, and we can't search all the "l'1n looking at it! \Vhat of it?!' 
ground~." "Doesn't it strike you that it was made 

Handforth was breathing hard. deliberately-so that we should see it?"· 
"Think of it," he n1utterecl. "Irene's hairs asked Travers. u It's well clear of all the 

on his coat! That means that the rotter other footprints. The man-or thing-which 
must have grabbed her, and carried her off made the trail took care to make it with 
somewhere. I'll bet he's holding her a odd clnrily. And it secn1s to 1ne that we're 
pris°"er." walking right into the trap." 

"It'~ no good guessing!" said licClure. "Trap!'' ·nln1ost yelled Handforth. 
"Besides, we've got to lea ,·c this to "\Ve're following the 'trail aren't we?" 
l\ir. Lee." ret.orted Travers. "Before we 

1

go any farther, · 
Even Hand forth realised the futility of I think we'd bet-ter sing out to the others. 

further search. So he and the others., took Mr. Lee ought to be in on this, anyhow. 
a short cut back towards the house, crossing It's only fair. He'll be as wild as the 
the big lawns, where the snow was more or dickens if we don't tell him." 
less unbroken. "Rot! \Ve ought to follow the trail while 

"Hallo!" said '!'ravers, holding his own it's hot!'~ growled Handforth. "\Vin· waste 
la1np high. "\Vhat~s that trail over there- time?" .. 
by the_ 1·ose garden? Rummy-looking foot- But the othf\rs demurred. Travers was 
prints, aren't they?" right. And Church, without any further 

"\Vhere?" asked Handfortl1, straining his ado, b1·okc into a run and made strni!!ht for 
eyes. the honse, .shouting- us he went. ~ 

They all n1ovecl O\'er, nnd prf\sently they 
snw . the trail which Vivian Travers had in­
dicated. And the boys came to n halt, staring 
at the snow in wonder-and in some un-. 
easiness. 

For the footprints they saw were unnatural. 
They were great sprawly things, neither 

I N the lialJ, Kelson Lee wa.5 facing .Lady 
Bowers. 

"I don't kuow whnt to think, 
~ ~I_r. Lee, n . the. ~ood. lady was saying. 

I -behe,·ed so 1n1phc1tly 111 Prof e~sor Nerki. 
He has ach·ised n1e for niany 111onth~-I 
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ltaYc rnled n1y Yery Jifc upon his injunctions. ":\Ir. Lee-)Ir. Lee!" 
I believe he is right about this house; I The voice sounded vaguely from son1e-
belic,··e he can1e here honestly, to give n1c urgency. _ . 
an earnest warning. Yet, when I think of . "Oh! Perhaps t]1£,y\·e found Rene!" 
his behavi9ur ju&~ now-" cried Doris, running· to·.-the door . 

. "I found_ it difficult, _ Lady .Bowers, to con- Nelson·· Lee and Lord Dorrimoro. were at 
v1nce you of the truth," said Nelson Lee, as the door in a mo1ncnt, and-. they cnuJd see 
she paused. 0 It was too brutal a tn1th to Church in the distance, wa dng his Jan tern. 
tell you bluntly. It was necessary, more or "What is it?" called Lee. 
Jess, th~t you should find out for yotuself. "Can you conic, sir?~' cnme Church's 
But, I am ce1·tain that Nerki is a fraud-a shout. 
humbug~ He has been preying upon you, "Have you discov;1·ecl son1ethin' ?" yelled 
deluding you. He know that this Christmas Dorrie. 
party would make such a change in you that "No, sir-not about" Irene!" replied 
he could no longer claiin you as a vict-im. Church~ to the chagrin of tho other girls. 
That is why he has been at snch pains to "It's-it's . son1ething else. \Ve only want 
frig~1ten the boys and girls away." you,. ~Ir. Lee! Don't let any of the gii-13 

"And then you can1e, guv'nor," said come." 
~ipper. "Nerki had started then, and ·he '"Young ass!" nn1ttered Lee. "That's tho 
couldn't very · well back out. Then, after- very wa-y to ,brii1g the whole cro,vd." 
wards, Dorrie and U1nlosi turned up, and that And he was right. Tho schoolgirls, who 
n1ade it worse. ,vorsc for Ncrki, I mean." had been searching with the others, and whfl 

"That he should wear a false beard," said were wearing their thick coate, came out 
Lady Bowers, with scorn in her voice. "I at once, eager and curious. So it-was that 
never suspected that!" a considerable c1·0,vd gathered on the lawns,, 

"Odds stn·prises nnd start.lers ! " said Archie. looking at those extraordinary splodgy foot-­
" \Ye knew it long ago, Annt Eustacia, old prints. 
girl. NattnalJy, we didn't tell you. The "We found them after we had chasecl 
hlighte1· had the nerve to say that he wo1·e it Nc1·ki-and after he hacl got nwny from us," 
ior effect." e~plaincd Handforth. "What do von make 

The snatching of ~erki's beard had been a of 'en1, sir? I never saw any footill'ints like 
:Si1nple enough action on Lee's pai·t-and, in 'wn in all my life!" 
fact, purely in1pulsive. But it had done much "They are certainly-unusual," agreed 
to convince Lady Bowers of the 1nan'$ Nelson Lee, as he bent over the strange foot-
treachery. For so1ne reason her ladyship prints. · -
was Jooki11g not only startled, but almost "Do· you know where they started?" asked 
frig·htened. · Dcfrrie. 

·• If he is false·f' she aln1o~t whispered. "\:Ve saw thern, for the first time, near th0 
.. Oh, if he is false! It is ahnost too tcrriblo terrace." replied Travers. "I think they 
to believe." were all n1ixed up with the other footprints, 

·' \Vhy do yoi1. speak in that ,!·ay, Lady higher up. The snow is tre~endously dis­
Bo·wers ?" asked· Nelson Lee, looking at her t~1rbed there, and I ~are ,.say it'll be 1mpo~­
searehingly. . _ s1ble to follo\\: the trail. Bnt this way there~:-; 

"Because Profe.s5or Nerki has pei·suade<l no other trail-and this is the way the 
1ne- But, no! I . cannot betray a con- monster ,vent." 
tide1ice," said • .<\unt Eustacia, suddenly con1-· "Really, Travers, there is no reason to 
pres:,ing her lips. "I mn not yet satisfied refer to it as a ' monster,' '_' said Nelson 
that the professor is-is insincere. Oh, I Lee, almost sha~·ply. ,~ Ncrv~s are on. edge 
cannot believe jt !" enough. There 1s not the slightest evidence 

•• If I can prove to you that it was he w110 of. a ~onster. Footprints are the eas~est 
engineered the kidnapping of Irene Manners, things in thE: _worl~ t? fake. ..l\. man wea1:1ng 
and that he caused all the so•called spirit padded sack_1ng on 111s shoes could mako Just 
inanifestations in this house, will you bo such footp_r1nt:S as ~h~e. $0 please ~e~p 
sati~ficd then?" asked Lee. "And, being your 1magu1ations ,v1th1n a reasonable limit. 
~a.tisfied, will you give me your full con- The boys and girls had a suspicion that 
f-idence ?" . Nelson Lee n1ade that remark to allay their 

"Yes, ~es!" said Lad_y Bowers e~gerly. quahns.. It was all very well to say that a. 
"Prove tlus to n1e, l:Ir. Lee-and I will tell man ,v1th padded feet could have made tho 
you everything!' But until then-until I marks; but they wero quite clear-cut, nnd ob­
know for certain that Nerld . is false, my viously the footprints of some enormous 
lips are sealed." creature. No inan could have made such a. 

There was some secret here-some secret stride. . 
which Lee vaguely suspected. But he did \Vith Nelson Lee leading the way, tho 
not press his questions. ..:\.lrcady he had got party followed the trail. It led right acro.:;3 
Lady Bowers doubting-and that was good the lower lawns, out. beyond the orcherds 
progress. Nerki's vh,it had been ill-timed, and the vegetable gardens. And soon tho 
indeed-for he had done himself an enormous party .found itself up against a low lu·ick 
a1nount of harm by coming. And he had wall. The n1onster,s footprints led right 
thought, no doubt, to strengthen his own up to this brick wall, but when '!"-ee and 
position with Lady Bowers. Dorrie prepared to scramble over tho wall, 
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they pausPcl, their lauk•i'llS hPld high. l1"or 
on tho other siclc the snow Inv unbrokcu. 
'rhc trail was ended. . 

"Hallo! This is inferna11y • queer," sai<l 
Dorrie, in a low voice. 

lie was amazed. There was snow on the 
top of the wall-it was quite undisturbed. 
So was the snow to left and to right-and 
on the other side -0£ the wall. How, then. 
had this weit·d creature continued its pro­
gress? \Vhere had it gone to? \Vhy luul 
it left no further trail? 

"Oh, nly goodness!'' said Jianclforth, with 
a gulp. 

"\Vell, it's a graYeynr<l. ~, 

"\Vhat ! " exclaimed Nelson Lee and Lc,rJ 
l)orrimore in one voice. 

"Fact, sir~., said NippC'r. ''That. old 
building is a chape1. It hasn't been used fot 
over a hundred vears. I understand. But 
in t.he old davs. t-liis ,\·as the fan1ilv burial 
ground._" .. · .. 

"And-and those awful footprints come 
here, right to this wall-and then they 
vanish!" said Church, with a shiver. "Oh, 
let's get hack to the house! l'n1 .Ecarcd-and 
I don't n1ind admitting it!'' 

- ... - ---------- .• 

........_~ 
.. - _._...... ~ 

Irene Manners stopped short with a sudden gasp of terror. There before her in the under­
ground vaults a ftlckeri_ng light moved steadily forward, and behind the light showed an enor• 

mous black Shape-she was trapped ! 

lie was staring st.raight nl1N,cl-n t a low 
building just visible at. the out.~kirb of thf' 
lights' radius-a building which was par­
tially concealed by thick tr~es. 

"\Vhat is it, I-Iandforth ~:" a~kecl Lee 
quickly. 

"11hat--tliat building. ~ir," muttPrC'Cl 
Haudfol'th. 

"\Vhat about it?'. 
'' Archie was telling t1:--_. ~, d.,y or two 
. " ago--
"Good gad!" broke in An·hit·. "That'~ 

right~ Handy, cld thing! I 1nean to ~ay, 
how frightfully frightful!'' 

"\Vhat are you boys talking ,,hout ?" de-
1nanded Nelson Lee impatier1tly. · 

"I think I understand.'' !--aid Nipper, a 
queet· look in his eyes. "Yott ~c•e this si-,ace 
on the other side of the ,rail, gtn·'nor­
where the sno\\" is unbrol:cn ?'' 

"Yes.n 

There wa.s a ~ilence. "fheY were all look. 
ing at one another in dread. And thev 
looked, too. at that undisturLecl ~now-an~l 
tlir·ir thoughts were alarn1ing. 

"They say that elemental:; are phnntasms 
of the dead!" mut.terecl Church. "Oh n1r ' ~ 
goodness! Supposing that char,, Kerki, is 
right? Thi~ awful t.hing can haYe (•on1e 
frorn one of t he~C' gra \"C'S~ It ~tc-r, l.~ out ,1 f tcr 
dark. ancl---'' 

'' That'.:; enough. Church... s~1:cl Lc·t• 
~ha l'ply. 

•• l'1n sorrr, ~ir----~' 
''Y·ou sho~1ld he!" s11apJH:.•cl J.c·e. '· Yo11 ai·c 

talking absolute nonsense'. .. 
"Yes, .sir,., :-:aid ChurC"h 1nel'klc 
"\Ye 1Yill a-11 get _ba<'k to t-lt; house-and 

I will P:xa1nine this spot 1nore thoroughly 
when daylight conies/~ cont.inned Lel°'. 
"There must be fion1c• logi<'nl explanation. 
,Yhy :-hould thi.-----thi~ thin~ ka\·e footpl'int.-. 
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in one place, and not in anot-her? Cannot 
you see that it is :uiothcr dodge, to work 
11pon your imagination5? 1'111 sorry you 
cmne here/' 

1-Ie turned abruptly~ and walked away. 
... .\n<l the others lost no t-in1e in accoinpaniiug 
hin1. :Sobody want~d to be le-ft until tho 
ln~t-with thefr backs turned to that silent 
grn\"eyard. 

CHAPTER 3. 

The Prisoner. 

P HOFESSOR I\~.A~ ~ERKI. the so­
c:;.dled Sorcerer of the Xcw Forest, ad- -
n1itted hin1se1f int.o his lonely house.· 

He ha<l deliberately walked back by 
road, alt.hough it was very n1uch nearer 
across the park. In faet, it was nstonish­
i ngly nearer, if one took the trouble to obtain 
a bird's-eye Yiew, fron1 the topinost path 
of the Forest Hou.;;•) roof. But there were 
~o n1any little ~pinneys intervening, with 
hillocks and gulley~, that one was apt to be 
decei ,·ed. By road. the distance was prac­
tic:ally two Inile.-:. But as the crow Hies, the 
1wo houses were not ~~parated by n1ore than 
t hrec-qnarters of a n1ile. • 

Rut .:\"crki ha<l ~tuc-k to the road. 
For he had a ~u8pieion that ~e]son Lee 

"·ould follow hi:5 trail-perhaps look for his 
Yery footprints. ..\n<l during that walk 
:Xerki had <'oine to 1nore than one conclusion. 
lle was frightened. 1-Ie was t-horoughly 
alar1ned. 

Ho strode into his :' n1y:-tery·: roon1-that 
roon1 with the do1necl c:ei)ing-, showing aH 
the signs of the Zqdiac. There were no black 
curtains round it now, and it was revealed 
a:; a con1fortably .f 11rni.shed sitting-roo1n. 
Xcrki switched on all the light~, an<l Hung 
af-!ide his great black coat. 

'~Ezra!" he cn11ed ~harz,iy. '·\Yhere in 
thunder are you, you fool~~, 

.A:n inner door opeued, an<l X erki's n1an­
:5t~rvant appeared. l-Ie was s1nall and slightly 
wizened, with closc-~et~ ennning {}yes. Those 
eyes opened wide as he now beheld his Inaster 
-hea rdless. · 
· "\Vhat's happened?'' he asked. "Your 
beard! Has son1ethi11g gone wrong?" 

"Don't stand there asking idiotic ques­
tions!" snapped Nerki. '' Get n1e a drink!" 

The n1an hastened to obey. 
"Things are getting hot, Ezra-brutally 

hotr' said Nerki, glowering. "If only I 
could ' get ' that int.erfcring honnd, Lee, the 
hituation might ~-et be saved. The kids don't 
n1att.er now. Its Lee-and that fellow, Dor­
rirnore-who do inatter. They're getting the 
old girl -round on thciJ.· side. I'in losing my 
grip." 

"Bnt you can't do that!~' said Ezra,~ in 
nlar1n. '' I n1ean, just when things arc coining 
right. Yon had her eating out of vour hand 
bPfore Chrishnas." .. 

Nerki" gulped .down the c.Jrink: and such was 
his rage· that he sent the glnss crashi-ng into 
the fende1\ 

'_'Those kids!" he snarled. "I could ha,·o 
dealt with thcin ! How could I possibly pre­
pare for ,i nrnn like Lee? I \\'as in the gaine 
up to Illy neck before ·I· knew· that he was on 
the scene." 

'' Things broke badly, and · no. 111istake, ''· 
said Ezra gloomily. 

"Now there are these others-Lord Dorri• 
more and that accursed nigger!~, went on 
Nerki, in savage tones. "It's dangerous to 
g~ on, Ezra, but· what else can I do? I can't 
draw back now~without · letting the old 
woman know definitely, that · I am a fake. 
I've got to go on. And in going on I stand 
a chance of Lee nailing 1ne ! " 

Ezra was looking nncon1fortable. . 
"There's that girl,· too," he said. "You 

n1ust ha,·e been p_rotty desp~rate _whe~ _ yot~ 
grabbed her, Nerk1. Don't you tlnnk 1t was 
a fool thing to do? What are you going to 
do with her?" · 

"I don't know," replied Nerld, pacing up 
and down. "Don't bother 1ne with fool ques­
tions! \Vhen I ' appeared ' before Lady 
Bowers, I told her that one of the guest.s 
would n111ish. I had to keep the thing up, 
hadn't I? I thought she · would collapse 
after the gid hacl gone-I thought she would 
send c,·erybody a way. But they're still there 
-and it's Lee's fault! l\Iy plan was to let 
the girl go afterwards. It wouldn't have n1at­
tered then." 

"And as it i~, we've got to kee'p her," said 
the other.- "And that's awkward, isn't it? 
See1ns to :11e, ~erki, that ~·uu'ye got thiugs 
into a fine old n1ess." 

There was nothing of thC' rnystic about 
Professor Ivan Nerki now. Ile was just an 
ordinary nu1n-and a very angry 1nan at that. 
\Vith all his trappings cast aside, he stood 
revealed as a con1mouplace crook. 

"\Ve sha11 have to think of soincthing, 
that's all," he said. "I'n1 not uchnitting 
aefeat. Perhaps those ' inonster ' footprints 
will have so1ne effect. I don't know. I'm un­
certain of everything now. ,vith Lee search­
ing into every hole and corner- Bah! 
Gh·e me another drink!" 

He gulped it down, and then told his 
assistant of his 1nisadventure at Forest House. 

"The 1nan ha:1 got eyes . like a lynx!" he 
.snapped. · ".A.ctnally saw two of the girl's 
hairs on my coat! \Vhat was the good of 
denying it? He can't .prove anything, of 
course. But he knows. That's the trouble, 
Ezra. He knows-and he'll pry abotJt and 
probe about, until he has disco,·erecl so111c-
thing else." .... 

' ' See1ns to Inc you've gone too far already," 
said Ezra, shaking his head. It's not too late 
for 11~ to holt. n . 

"\Vithout the main prize?" snapped Nerki. 
"Not n1e ! I'm no qu1tte.1· ! ,vhere's the girl 
now? Sure she's all right?", 

"Better come and have a look at her," 
said the other. "I'm hange<l if I know what 
to do with her-now." 

Nerki passed through the inner doorway, 
and haYing gone along a narrow passage, he 
soon turned into a sinall room at the back. 
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And here, lying on a couc-h, was lrf'ne l\lan-
11crs. The girl was quite unbanned. She 
\\'US fully dressed, and a 1·ug had been ]aid 
o,·er her, and she appeared to be sleeping 
quite peacefully. 

"She's all rig-ht," said Nerki_. as he gently 
lifted her eye-lids. "The stuff won ·t do her 
anti harm." 

'\Vhen do you reckon she'll co1ne round?" 
·" I~ about a couple of hours, I expect-but 

I shall have to give her another close," said 
Nerki. "It would be fatal fo1· her to wake up 
l1cre-and find out where she is. In fact. we 
ought to get rid of her-take her s01uewhere 
else, in case the hou[!e is senrched. I don't 
trust Lee." 

"But ·he'll have to get a i;earc-h warrant 
first," said the other. 

"Don't you believe it! .Lee isu't an offirinl 
detect.i ve-and he 
doesn't w,c official 

that I thought thingr; wouid urea1~ diff'-'H.·utiy? 
\Vhere 's the inf.1nt ~" 

"Hasn't got back yet." 
"He ought to have been hack long- ng-o," 

grumbled Nerki. "I hope nothing'~ happened 
to hi1n. \\7ha t n fool the fellow is! He 
needs looking after all the tin1e. ~~ 

He went. across to a corner of the wall 
where there was no furniture-where the wall, 
in fact, was of bare stonewo.l'k. He reached to 
the mantelpiece, nncl pulled against a projec­
tion: and, instantly, a part of the bare wall 
fell back, revealing a black caYity. A co!cL 
dank draught. blew· upwards into hiB face. 

"Thev'll never find this, anyway r' he n1 u t-
tered. .. · 

He pulled n powerful electric torch f rorn 
hi~ pocket, and flashed it on, and passed down 
sonic steep stone steps. Presently, he ca1nc 

iuto a low stonf> 
chnrnber, l\Tld in. 
one side of tl1is · methods," s a i cl 

Nerki. "He's got 
all those con­
founded boys bc­
h i rid him.· \Vhnfs 
to prc,·ent thcn1 
a I I swooping 
clown upon this 
house and scard1-
ing the place by 
f orcc ? \V h a t 
could we do ? " 

The Most Thrilling Story 
Of The Great War 

Ever Written-

-opposi tc t 11 (_\ 
stairs-there- wa.s 
an almos·t circ-ula r 
•tunnel. Nerki 
peered into it. 

'THE GREEN BUTTON!' 
flashing. his torc-h 
into the dC'pt.lt~. 

"Hallo, there : ., 
he sang out. 

Then ho l is-

He looked at 
Irene again. The 
girl was breathing 
ycry evC'nly. Sho 
·was, in fact, 
" doped '' ; b u t 

Starring the mystery men of 
the British Secret Service. 

t0ncd intC'ntly. 
But no sound 
camo in _ rC'ply. 
And he knew f rorn 

STARTING SHORTLY! 0xpericnce, that 
Yoices would c·a rrv 
an cnorrnous dis-

the stuff. was quite 
ha rn1lcss, a n d 
when she .a wakened she would be 5ttff('ring 
fron1 nothing n1ore serious than a blinding 
headache. 

"I tried to keep her quiet-but the litt.le 
spit.fire had plenty of conragL•~" growled 
Nerki. "She £trug6ied hard. and -sc-rea1ned, 
too. It was a lucky thing I got. her away 
in time." 

"It was while she was ~truggling~ I sup­
pose~ t.hat those hairs got on your coat?" 
asked Ezra. "Gosh! Lee n1ust ha,·e sharp 
eyes." 

"Are yon surprised?~· 6napped Nerki. 
"Don't you know his reputation~ Of all the 
men to co1ne down to this God-forsaken spot~ 
jt has to be Nelson Lee! \Vhat do you call 
that for cursed luck?" 

"It was a risky thin~ to · grab this girl," 
said Ezra, troubled 'That's kidnapping. 
Ncrki-and that rncans n long stretch. Until 
you did this there wasn't much against you­
Yery iittle that could be proved, anyway. But 
it seems to me that you\·e gone a step too 
far--" 

"I know it, don't I?" snal'1ed N'crki, swing­
ing rouncl on hin1. "Shut. up, you fool! I 
l~r!ow I've made a mistake! Bnt what run I 
going to do about it? llaY0n't I told you 

, 
ta nee in t h a t 
strange tunnel. 

He went back up the steps, closed the stone 
door, and looked at Ezra uncertainly. 

"I ought to have kept n1y eye on him!'' 
he said "Until he gets back I shan't feel 
safe·. Confound the fool! I need him, too. 
\Vc'Ye got to plan son1ething-ancl it's got 
to be done to-night. There arc still so1ne 
hours of darkness left, and if only · W(• <·an 
get n 1·eally big scare, we rnight win ~-ct.'' 

He 1110,·ed towards the door, ancl then 
paused. 

"Yon' d Lct.t.er stay here," he .said. "1,eep 
your eye on the girl-and gi,·e n1e warning 
the \·e1·y instant she shows any sign of waking 
up. If she does wake up, clap that rug o\·er 
her face, and hold her until I rome. And 
when the infant returns, send hi1n to 1ne. " -

" Supposing the kid spots µ1e before I ean 
cover her up with the rug?" asked Ezra. 
"\Vouldn't it be better to give her another 
shot of the stuff now?~, 

"Too risky," replied Nerki. "Do you think 
I want her to die on my hands? Oh, no! I'm 
not taking chances like that, my friend! Aud 
girls arc queer cattle to play around with." 

"She's all right yet-," said Ezra, giving 
Irene nnother look. "You're unnen·ed, 
chief. Dou ·t you thi!1k I'd petter get ~·ou 
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son1c hot black cuff l·c? It '11 steady yo1t up she can1e to the epening. She could feel the 
u bit .. " cold air blowing upon her. 

·' All right-that'~ a good idea,~~ ~aid ~erki. She did not know whut lav lwyond-except 
'"But nrnke it qujck. n that thc,re were SQme stone steps, for she 

They went out-allcl neYer in all their ex- had heard Nerki descending. Perhaps it was 
pErieuce had thev foo!ed anv of thPir victirns ouly a cellar down there. Bnt there 1uight 
S•) thoroughly as Olle of r"heir Yicti1ns had be a way out of it. She f'Ould not tell. She 
uow fooled the1n ! had no lights-no torch or 1natches. It re-

For the iustant the door clo:sed, lreuc quired all her courage for her to undertake 
~Janners sat up, he1· blue 1._•yes wide opcu. this step in the dark. 

"Oh!" she brenthed. ·• Queer cattle, are Having passed through the doorway, she 
we? rn ren1e1nber that, llr. Nerki !" fdt carefulJy, atld with a swing she closed 

The girl was not ouly awake, but wide the door. She heard soinething click, and 
awake. her heart tlfrobbed again. She had burned 

It had required all her uerYe, all her her boats now! There could ue no going 
eoun1ge, to sin1ulate unC'onsciousncss when back. 
Nedd had lifted her eyt•lids. But she had With great caution she felt he1· way down-
:,;11cceeded-she had fooled hi1n. wa1·ds, step after step. It seenie<l ages before, 

Either ,;he was strong«:'r than ~erki had she can1e to the bottoin. And even then she 
believed, or he had failed to giYe her a full could not tell where she was, or deter1niue 
do~e of the drug. .At all events, she had been the character of this underground hole. 
partia1ly reco\"t~ring- son1e 111inutes earlier- But, at least, she had escaped fro1n Nerki's 
b, .. fore the two 1ne11 had co1ne into the room. house; and she doubted if this black place 
Y ery dazed, she had heard their earlier talk, down here was an ordinary cellar. The- fact 
and yet she had succeeded in re1naining per- that the doon,·ay to it wus so secret looked 
fectly still, ns though souud aslec.p. And, significant. 
ali the t-in1e, ~he was in dread, for it had Besides, it was too far down to be an 
been a terrible ordeal for her-to lie quiet ordiuary cellar. She hud Jost count of tho 
upon that couch, and to know that two steps; and now, too, she could feel a cold, 
stTange u1eu Wl'l'e lookiug down upon her. dank draught blowing 1nysteriously into her 

The 1·00111 was in total darkness now, but face. Yet it wasn't a clraught. It ,vas just 
Ir~ne .actt,d dP~isi n:-ly. ,~ en tu ring to slightly a coldness in the air. 
raise her eyeh<ls when the two n1cn had She fought against the terror which her 
1noved awi1y frorn the <'Ouch, she had seen su1·1'0undings created; she kept her head, and 
Xerki pu1l on the 1nantelpiece; and she had she displayed rare pluck and resource. She 
seen the opeuiug· of that stnuig-e stone door ~ook a step forward into the darkness, feel-
in the wall. 1ug her way carefully. There was nothing 

It was ·a way of escape! but ~ blank void. . 
She knew fro1n what the t.w0 n1en had. Then she suddenly halted and llrcw back, 

said that she would uot be left alone for her heart throbbing quickly. . 
1nore than a few uiinutes. But for the black "This won't do!" she 1nuttered. "I'c.l 
coffee she would not have been left alone at better keep track of the wall, or something." 
all. This would be her only chance. She felt her way back to the steps, aud 

Irene was exultant-if only for one reason. then, with outstretched hands, she found the 
She o,·erlooked the. fact that she was now cold,· damp wall close at hand. Knowiug 
planning to outwit her kidnappers. She only nothing of her surroundings, it would be 
thought of the one i1uportant fact-that she better to keep the "'all within touch. If 
had seen Nerki as he rea11y was. She knew this place was a cellar, she would ultimntelv 
now-for certain-that he was a fraud and a work her way right round it; and by feeling 
C'rimina1. She had but to tell her story to carefuJly and by remembering just where she 
Lady Bowers, and Ladv Bowers could do went, she would know whether there was 
nothing but belie,·e it. :.\nd hei· eyes would another opening or not. 
be for e\"er ol)cned. It was a trying ordeal. 

Irene was p ucky. In the darkness she got Never had Irene known snch utter dark-
off the couch aiid stood on her feet. Then ness. It was like tha-t of the Pyramids. .A. 
she nea1·ly fell, for she was dizzy, and her darkness so dense as to have the quality 
head throbbed abon1inably. But, with an almost of being tan~ible. It seemed to Irene 
effort, she pulled herself together and felt her that she coul~ ~eel it. It hemmed her in. 
way across to the 1nantelpiece. She knew And a fe,v seconds after she had left the 
that ther~ was a ,,·indow in this roo111, and ~tairway she Jost complete track of·her bear­
for an instant she thought of escaping by 1ngs. She kne,v that she came to an angle 
that n1cans. But it was probabl~ fastened- of the wal1, and, stepping carefully, she 
and perhaps barred. :\if any valuable minutes edged her way onwards. But presently she 
n1ight be wasted-and then Ezra would come had · completely lost her bearings. There was 
in and catch her red-handed. Better to use only the wall at he1· left hand which kept her 
that hidden doorway. at grips, as it were, ,vith realities. 

Her sli1n fingers gl'ipp~d the n1antelpiece; The wall was of stone, clamp and co]d, 
she felt her way round, and her heart and in some places slimy with the n1oisture. 
throbbed as she felt the stonework move. Once, when she reached above her head, she 
She heard a slight sound in the "'all, too; co11ld feel nothing. She had i10 idea of her 
and when she felt her way along the "'an, progress, but after a while a little sense of 



·panic took possession of her. She felt that 
she ,vas walking on indefinitely. There were 
other angJes. ~he had not the faintest idea 
now where she was. This cellar, or crvpt, 

. had no ending. .. 
Then her fingers encountercd nothing. 
'l1here was an opening here. The girl ex­

perienced a sense of cold, bitter disappoint­
ment. She was back at her stn11ing place! 
She had made a con1plcte circuit of tbe 
cellar, and here were Hie steps ngain. And 
it meant that there was no other exit. 
· When Ne1·ki and his assistant discovered 
that she had gone they had but to come 
down here . and she would be trapped. So 
her great effort to escape would come to 
nothing. · 

A sudden wild desire for light came to 
her. Any light, no matter how sn1nll. EvC'n 
Nerki was not so terrible as this vile dark11ess. 

She made as if to mount the stairs, but 
there were no stairs there. 

"Oh!'' breathed the girl with a catch in 
her voic~. 

For new hopca had con1e to her. She had 
n1ade a mistake. She had not made a co111-
plete circuit of the cellar, as she had at first 
supposed. This was no stairway, but a h11n1t~I 
of sonic kind! By stretching her hands out, 
she could feel walls on either side. Thev 
nppeai'ed t.o be circular. \Vhen she r(\achccl 
up she could feel the roof, too. ·Yes, it was a 
tunnel. 

And now that she had made certain of 
this, she could feel the faintest of draughts 
blowing against · her face. It was froin this 
tunnel, then, that the current of nit- had 
come. .And it indicated that there must he 
an outlet somewhere-son1ewhcre ·bevond in 
the black darkness. ., 

Gathering all her courage, Irene walked on. 

CHAPTER 4. 
Another Disappearance. 

WI-IEN the boys and girls arriY0d bnck 
in :Forest Honse after that strnnge 
('xp0riEnce of the disappearing foot­
prints, the wnrn1th and the light., 

nulCle the1n feel steadier. 
rrhe whole party gathered together in the 

great drawing-room, where a big fire was 
blazing. aud where the lights were glowing 
coinfortingly. 

S01ne of the earlier terror had gone now. 
l\1ost of the boys and girls ,v~re eon,·inced 
that Professor Ncrki was indeed a fraud; 
that there was nothing in this old house to 
he really afraid of. Nelson Lee would, sooner 
or ]ater, fatho1n its secrets. 

"I suppose it's no iood suggesting that ~'on 
young people go to bed ng·ain," ~aid the 
detccti ve as he looked round. 

"Not a bit, sir!" went up a chorus. 
"But it's an unenrthly hour, vou know­

bet.ween three and four o'clock,;, said Lee. 
"It's most unlikely that any more ' manifesta­
tions ' will happen to-night. It would he 
sensible oi you all to get. sorne hours of good 
sleep." 
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"But we couldn't sleC'p. l\Ir. Lee, eYen if· 
we went to bed," said Doris Berkeley, h(\r 
brown eyes full of trouble. "\Vhat about 
Irene? \Ve 11111st fi'nd her first!" 

"\'.'"' es, rather!" said Arehie G lenthorne. u I 
mean to say, we've searched the grounds, 
und we've been here, therl', and everywhere. 
But the dear girl must be somewhere 
co1nparntively ncnr." 

"I'll bet N erki t.ook her," said l\ilarjorie 
Temple with conviction. 

"Absolutely! l\Iy idea exact])·, old girl!'' 
agreed Archie. 

"I say. \Vhy shouldn't we all n1ake a raid 
on Nerki's house?'' asked Reggie Pitt 
eagerly. "There are plenty of us. \Ve could 
swoop down, surround the place, break the 
doors down, and--'' 

"Steadv, :rou Yot1ng ass!" interrupted Lee 
ahnost sh"ar1;ly. .." Yon can't go nbont in thP 
middle of the night doing things like that! 
It would b~ an unlawful act-, and Ncrki could 
lay a serious con1plaint--~' 

"But it \\·a~ an 11nlawfnl art of his to 
kidnap Irene, sir,'~ said Pitt. · 
· "\Ve have no proof that he did so,., r0· 

torted Lee. "In any case, two w1ungs do 
not n1ake a right. No, Pitt; we nn,stn't 
put ourselves in the wrong like tha.t. \Ve 
1hustn't giYe Ncrki a lever to use against 
us." 

., Blit we n1nst do somC'thing. sir.~, said 
Nipper. "There's no doubt about lrene's dis­
appearance; and it's just as· c-0rtnin that she 
wns · collared either b~ Ncrki or so1ne of 
Ncrki's agent~. I beli<'\·e he has peopl0 
working for hin1-just like any oth0r con-
jurer." _ 

" ... i\.1n·boch· seen Handforth?" 
Bcfoi·e Nefaon Lee could ~a~· anything in 

reply to Nipper, Church and ::\IcClure can1P 
hurrying in. They were both looking worried. 

"Isn't I-Iandforth her0 ?.. asked Lee 
sharpl,-. 

Thei·e wc•re son1e quick inquiries. 
"I thought · he was with Church and 

l\IcClure, as we were coming in froni that 
o]d burial ground." said Nipper. '"\Vhe11 
did you fellows n1iss hirn ?'' 

"\Ye were talking with son1e of the 0th(\r 
chaps,'' replied Cl1nrch. "And when we 
looked rot1nd. I-Inndv had gone. \Ve',·e becu 
SC'arching e,·~rywhe1:c. ,~ 

uoh, n1y goodnC'SS ! -~ 
"Another one clisappear~d ! ·: 
'· Handy has beeH grabbed, too!" 
There W(\re all ~orts of excited <'01nments. 

:\Iany of the young people felt nervous again. 
J;:, seemed to then1 that none of them were 
safe. At an~· n1oment something 1night 
happen-and another of th~m would be 
spirited n way. 

Inquirics wer{) qni<'kly set afoot; the house 
itself was searched. But Edward Oswald 
J-Inndforth was nowhere to be found. 

"Now, you youngsters, there's no cal'thly 
reason why you should assume that Hand­
forth hns been kidnapped," said Lee. ·· \V c 
all know Hnndforth, don't we? \Ve know 
how impulsh·c he is. It's nny odds thnt he 
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wc:1t off alone-. aftr•r getting 0110 of his 
' braiu-waYC:-;.' · 1-Ie is Yen· anxiou-; about 
Ircuc, for she is a special friend of hi~. lle'IJ 
turn up soo11." 

They were soniewhat reassured; but thai. 
sense of uneasine:::3 ha<l been rc\'ived, and 
Nelson Lee could not quite stiflo it. 

·BUT Xelson Lee was perfectly· right. 
· · ... Handforth was not kidnapped; he had 

gone off on a lone venture. 
It was a fpoljsh thing ·to do-a reek­

Jess · thing. But .Handforth was c~lcbratcd for 
<loing foolish and reckless things. The 
thought :which kept drunllning through hig 
head on the way back to the house was that 
Irene was still 1nissing. And Handforth had 
already made up his 1nincl that Professor 
Nc1·ki had kidnapped the girl. It was any 
odds, therl'for~, that Irene was being held in 
Nerki's own house. 

If. the situation had not been quite so 
· acute, the burly schoolboy would have dis­
<:ussed Platters with Church and llcClurc. 
But for once he was cautious. He instinc­
tively knew that his cl11nns would veto any 
plan which involved a raid upon the 50rccrer's 
lonely hou:;('. 

So Handforth did the ohdous thing-and 
gave Church and )lcClure the. slip. 

. . 

her throug-h a ~ort of third degree!" he 
1nu ttcre<l tierc·~•ly. "Que.st ioning hcr-cxa1n­
i11iug her. That':, it! 'frying to find out 
jnst how n1nch ~Ir. Lee. ln1ows, or suspects! 
\Yell, I'll gi,·c Xerki s01ncthing to think 
about!" 

.And he instinctivch· clenched his fists as 
ho broke into a run. ., 

He was not nl'rvous. The utter loneliness 
of the countryside did not worry hi1u at all. 
I-le had no f~ar of, anything mysterious hap­
pening to hiln; he was concentrating all his 
thought and all his ene1·gies upon his. task. 
In so1.ne way. or a1i~thcr, ~Y hook or by croo~, 
he had to get int~ Nerk1's house. 

Ho lost sigh_t of the twi~kling light once 
or twice as clumps of trees intervened. But 
very soon he had con1e out upon clear ground. 
And now he could see the squat house. stand­
ing out against the skyline, with the trees 
bleak and eerie on either side. The light 
was glowing fro1n a side window-for Hand­
forth was approaching the house across the 
bare countryside. I-le had long since left the 
lonely road behind. 

The close proxin1ity of the house had some 
effect upon IIandforth. Perhaps he remem­
bered that other occasion, when he and his 
chun1s had co111e here in the 1noonlight. ?\f any 
1nystcrious things had happened then. 

But Handforth shook hiJnself and crept on. 
He wasn't ,.,.oing to be scared with any silly 
tri<'kery I He had con10 here of a set purpose, 
and he was going into action. 

I-le woulcj go to Ncrki's place alone. He 
had unbounded faith in his abilities - ai, an 
amateur detect.in~; he really and truly be­
lieved that he was good at it. Church and 
)lcC]ure were always telling hiin exactly the 
opposite, but their caustic con11nents on his A~D, far below the ground, Irene l\Ian• 
1nethods alwav~ went in ono ear and out at ners was carcfu1ly and cautiously feel-
the other. Handforth said t.licy were jealous. ing her way forward along the mys• 

"I'll .show 'cm!!! he 1nnttered. as he trudged terious tunnel. 
through the black night. "I'll jolJy well Son>e of the dread fear had left her now. 
rescue Irene all 01) n1y own-and then c,·ery- \Yith c,·cry step she took she was getting 
body wil! give n1e a bit of credit P' farther away froin her enemies. And she 

Exactly how ho was going to proceed he was beginning to hope. They had not dis­
did not know. The first thing, in any case, coYered her c.scape yet, or they would. ha\·o 
was to get to the 1nystic's house. Once there, been on- her track. They would certainly 
he might be able to hit upon son1e plan of con1c down, and chase- . 
action. • Ilandforth was generalJy lucky. It. Then her thoughts took another turn. 
was surprising how often e,·ents turne<l out Perhaps they would not search the tunnel 
"just right " for hin1. . at all! • ..\Her all, how could they guess that 

He was prepared to break into the house she knew the secret of the stone door? What 
if necessary. He was in a fighting inood. reason would they have for thinking that 
And if Ncrki started any of his "rot," well, she knew that the door could be opened by 
Hanclforth had n couple of fists. and he could touching a portion of the old mantelpiece? 
use them. He was sick of all this 1nessing The first thing they would do, upon finding 
about, ho told himself. It was tin1e so1ne- her gone, would be to look round the house 

- bod!_ did son1et. hing drastic. --and outsido, in the open. Very likely they 
"By George!~, he mutt~red. would bclie,·c that she lind run off into the 
He had turned· a bend in the lonely road, night. 

and, twinkling warn1ly in the distance, away These thoughts ga,·e her 1nnch encourage­
to the right, a glcan1 of light showed. It 1ncnt. She even walked faster-although she 
wns coining fron1 one of the windows of knew that it would· be dnngt'rons to really 
Nerki's house. Thei·e was nothing very re- increase her speed. There might be pitfa11s 
markable about that, for Hanclforth knew in this strange old tunnel. She 1nust go care­
that Nerki hin1self had been at Forest House fully. 
not so long ago. It was quite natural that \Vith ~,-cry ~tcp ~ho took she felt cautiously 
a light should be ~howing. But llandforth, with her stnall feet before venturing forward. 
in hjs_ present 1noo<l, regarded it as soincthing Even the darkness had lost soine of its terrors. 
susp1c1qns. Yet the uncertainty of the whole adventure 

'' I'll bet Xerki has got J)oor old Irene gripped the imagination. \Vhcre did this 
in that spooky roo1n of hi,, and he's IHttting tunnel lend to? \Yould · she find an outll't, 
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or would she learn that there was no possible 
·wa,· of escape? 

''Oh!" she exdaimed breathlessly. 
For a moment she did not know whether 

ihc was dreaming or whether the darkness 
ahead had really changed. It seemed to her 
that something was glowing-- Yes, there 
was a light, and it shifted eerily. Yet she 
could not. sec the source of tnc light. She 
only knew that the darkness was not so 
intense 

And then she understood. 
For suddenly the light itself came into 

,·iew-and she knew, earlier, it had been 
hidden by a bend in the tunnel. She heard 
sounds now-strange, shuffling sounds, as 
though the creature which held the light was 
shambling along. And Irene's heart seemed 
tu con1c into her mouth. 

The man who was approaching was carry­
ing nn electric torch-and the torch was h~ld 
downwards, at an angle. so that the light 
splashed on the damp floor of the tunnel. 
If the man had held the torch n1orc level, 
1w would certainly have S('en Irene's figure 
before now. She had halted, irresolute, 
hardly knowing what to do. . 

But she suddcnlv c-ame to a deC'ision. She 
n1ust retrP.a t ! . There was no possihility of this 
n1an passing her in that nnn·ow tunnel-and 
the thought of C'nconntering him terrified 
her. 

For there was something strang0, son1ething 
unnatural, in that shuffling, shambling sound. 

Furthermore, sh<' f nncic-d she could see 
~01nething behind the Jig-ht-something din1, 
,·ague, shapeless. And it was big. It was 
enormous; nearly fi!ling the tunnel. It was 
ns nu1ch as Irene could do to pre,·cnt herself 
fro1n S<'reaming. .An unnameable terror took 
possession of her. She was suddenly afraid. 

And vet she knc-w that she was foolish. 
(~hosts c1o not carrv electric torch('S ! \Vho­
e,·er held that. light was n man-one. of 
N erk i's assistants. Irene was well a ware-­
she had reason to be !-that Nerki was a fraud 
and a crook! 

Yet, in spite of this knowledge~ she was un­
~ccountab)y afraid. Perhaps it was the 
~trnng<'ncs~ of this tunnel, and t-hc thought of 
being trapped. 

And even ns she turned, intending to fl(le 
back into the cellar,. 6he caught sight of some­
thing on the oth·cr side of the tunnel-some­
thing she had missed earlier. in the darkness. 
She had not even felt. it, for her hand had 
been in contact with the other wall. 

It was a wooden )adder! 
She caught her breath in, for her quick 

• wits had t.old her that here, perhaps, was a 
way of escape! For a. ladder meant that there 
1nust be soine opening in the tunnel roof. 
There was not n .second to waste, for the man 
with the torch was getting perilously near. 
\Vith a quick int.akc of breath, Irene grasped 
the ladder and ran lightly upwards. 

Yes, there was a shaft going straight up 
into the solid earth-out of the tunnel. No 
t:-ooner had she entered this shaft, and was 
safely above the roof of t.he tunnel itself, than 

she halted~ 1,ressing herself flat. against thc­
ladder. And there she clung, hardly da1·ing 
to breathe~ listening to the thu1nping of her 
heart-and the shuffling sounds of the 1nan 
below. 

She craned her head so thnt she could starc 
down. Sh~ saw the torch go past-and, be­
hind it, so1nething huge, cun1bcrsome. She 
thought she saw a head, but she was not sure. 
\VhateYer th('l thing was., it was of enor1nous 
size. 1\Iuch bigger than a man. Again Irene 
felt strangely afraid. 

And then the darkness cncJosed her again. 
The mystety creu ture had gone; she Jist~ned 
to the shuffling footsteps as they grew fainter 
and fainter. '11he man-if it was a n1an-had 
not e,·cn seen her, or sensed her. He had 
walked straight on, beneath her, leaving her 
in that narrow shaft. The girl could scarcely 
bclie\"e in this extraordinary piece of good 
fortune. If that shaft had not been close at 
hand-

But tlwre was no sense in conjecturing. 
She had ~c-aped-for the moment. 

And uow a new hope was roming to her. 
\Vhat could this ladder 1nenn? This shaft~ 
Sureh· there was an op('ning at the top of it­
and tiu,t 1neant. a way 01· escape. 

She c!irnbPd higher. feeling her way with 
excessin~' cnutiou. Up and up. \Yould she 
ne,·er get to the top? 

She felt the sines of the shaft pressing 
closer upon her. She belie,·ed that. she was 
n1ounting through a circular opening, and it 
was of brick. or stone. Above this, however, 
there wns no stonework. Her fingers en­
countered wood-rotting wood. 

And 6he c-ould sn1ell. the unmist.aknble odour 
of dead wood. too. Was it possible that t.hi~ 
shaft. actuall)'· led right up into a de-ad 
tree? 

'l'he Yery thought sent a thrill through t~1e 
girl. An old hol1ow tree! Yes, that. was 1t ! 
There must he some cunning exit here .. 
ck,verly concealed-- But then Irene's hopes 
were dashed. For. feeling nboYe herC', there 
was no exit at nll. This shaft had a dead 
encl. 

Htanding on the ladder, and feeling cauti­
onsh·. her fingers encountered cold metal. 
She .. felt two rods, nppa1·cntly rusty; and some 
flat pieces of metal, too. She t.ugged at them, 
half believing that t.here was_ son1e secret 
n1cchanism hel'e. 

Something clicked, and the girl found her­
s~lf looking out through two strang£' ·hole;,;, 
and she could see, faintly, the· snow-coyerc•cl 
ground! 

CHAPTER 5. 

Handforth Looks for Trouble and Finds 
Plenty. 

P ROFESSOR NERl{I set hi~ cup clown 
and 1nnde a gesture of irnpatien<'e. 

"\Ve're wasting tirne here." he said 
c1111h·. "\Vhv doesn't the Infant cotn~ 

back? I'm· getting ,rorriecl about him.·~ 
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"But you fe~l bette1· for the coffee, don't 
you, chief? "asked Ezra. "' You needed sotne­
thing to steady your nerve." 

"There's that girl, too," went on Nerki, 
frowning. ",ve can't leave her here, it's too 
dangerous. · If Lee should come nosing 
around-" He paused, and a new light 
came into his eyes. "I've got it!" he went 
on. "I think I know where I can put the 
girl-and she'll be safe there, too." 

He rose abn1ptly to his feet, and went out 
of the room. It was his intention to give the 
fair',:prisone·r another "shot " of drug at onc_e, 
so that there would be no danger of .. her 
awakening. He went down the short pru;sage, 
took a· lamp from a ledge, and entered the 
rear room. But as he looked at the couch 
his jaw dropped, and his eyes opened wider. 

"Sav,: what's this?" he demanded brashly. 
'_['he "'couch was occupied-but not by Irene 

)Ianners. . 
A man was sitting upon it, and. he was 

vawning: He ,,·as dres:3ed in black fron1 head 
to foot, even 'his hands being enclosed in 
black, shapeless coverings. There was a kind 
of hood, hanging at the back of his neck-a. 
hood which could easily be pulled o,·er, so 
that his face would be concealed. 

He· started to his feet as Nerki appeared, 
and so eno1;mous was his size t-hat hi-; head 
almost reached the ceiling. He was a giant 
of a man-a hulking n1ass of bra,vn and 
muscle. He was nearly eeYen feet in height, 

_ and broad in proportion; his great face was 
bland and childlike, howeYer, and his eyes 
wide open and inoffensiYe. His high cheek 

. bones told of Sia,· blood. He was, in fact, a. 
Russian na1ned Petro,·itch, and he was of 
C06sack descent. 

"I an1 tired, :\laster," he 5aid, in his own 
language, and ~yawned again. 

"Tired F' shouted Nerki, also in Russian. 
"\Vhat of the girl '1 \Vhere is she?~, 

The Infant-for this giant of hu111a:aity 
answered to that 11an1c-Jooked at N erki help­
lessly. 

"I know not, tuar;ter," he replied. '"I ha ,·e 
seen no gir I." - • 

"You big fool! She was here-on that 
couch!', .snapped N'erki. 

Petrov itch backed a way, cowering visibly. 
He was like a great,., dog, in n1ortal fear of 
his master. 

"How long haYe you been here?~' asked 
·N er ki sharply. 

'' I come one 111inute ago, n1aster." 
"And this roo1n was cn1pty then?'' 
"Yes, master.,, 
Ne1·ki did not doubt hin1. Petrovitc·h "~as 

too much of a child to tell lies. He was a 
curious mixture, this S1av giant. He possessed 
the strength of half a dozen .ordinary men, 
but he was as harmleEs as a kitten. He 
would not wilfully have harmed a fly. There 
wa.s not an ounce of viciousness in his whole 
make-up; but he was Professor Nerki's slav·e, 
and no matter what Nerki told him to do, he 
did. His growth had gone to. muscle and 
brawn, leaving· his brain semi-do1·mant. He 
w·as no half-wit, but he was as obedient as a 

du1nb ani1nal. And such a n1an was \'ery 
use£ ul to a dealer in black ma~io and sorcery! 
Over a year ago, Nerki had picked him up in 
a circus, and had kept him ever since. _ 

But not a eoul in this part of the country 
had e,·er set eyes on Petrovitch. Dy . day-
1 ight he re1na1ncd indoors; and he only 
Yentured abroad on tl1e darkest of nights, and 
only when Nerki allowed him. 

The giant's presence 'in this my_stcry house 
was suspected by noue. • It w~ of the .J1tmost 
iinportance,. incleed, tqat the -Infant's presence 
here shottld uot be known. 

There was a secret·rooril in this house· which 
"·as Pet.rovitch's · own· special· den. He only 
C'merged froin it when he was told. I-Ie was 
~erki's. slave in aH. things; and in fairness 
to Ncrki it 1nust ·he. said thnt he generally 
treated PetroYitch kindly. 

'''Yon cmn·e ,_{p · thi·oi1gh the tunnel?" ~skcd 
~ erki suddenly. 

"'Yes, n1aster." 
"y OU saw, nothing suspicions?'' 
":No, n1astci:." . . 
"The girl n1ust ha ,·e cmne round Just before 

von ttrrh·ed/' muttered Nerld, his eyes aglow 
~vith alar1n. "·That n1eans she escaped into 
the house. By this tin1e, perhaps, she has got 
away. Ten thousand curses! Every one of 
iny plans will be ruined!" 

He dashed out., but suddenly turned back, 
and exa1nined t-hc windo\\•·. The fastenings 
were intact, and it was i111possible t_hat they 
could have been disturbed. 

He hurried ont into the passage, and cx­
an1ined a rear door. It was bolted on the in­
side. He went into a kitchen, and here, too, 
the wincl0w was ~,::cnrelv fastened. 
. '' _\nything wrong?" .. asked Ezra, coming 
111. 

'· ,Y e\·e got to search the house-eYery 
inch!" ::-1u111pecl ~erki. '"That girl has 

n gone. . . 
··none!" repeated Ezra stupidly. 
'' She can't ha,·o got far-she's probably 

in the house still." went on- the mystic. 
•• .t\.nyhow, we shall haYe to n1ake a careful 
~earch, and--'' 

Zurrrrrhh-zurrrrrh ! 
They stood silent, listening. 
"The war1_1ing ! " whispered Ezi·n. 
They both knew what it meant. There 

· were n1any such buzzers_ fit.ted up in this 
house of n1ystery. Somebody had trodde:1 
upon a concealed contact, giving warning 
of his approach. It was :worked on the samo 
principle as a_ shop electriQ bell, the contact 
of which is concealed beneath the door mat. 

But in Nerki's case, the hidden contact 
was some distance from the house. The1·e 
were n1any of t.hem, and each buzzer had a 
different tone. So Nerki knew, in a moment, 
in which direction to look. And ~ prowler 
at this nour of t-he night could mean only 
one thing. Either Nelson Lee, or some of 
those confounded boys, were scouting round! 

" Come ! " said N erld briefly. · 
Petrovitch made no move, for Nerki hau 

spoken in English-and the "Infant " 11?1-

derstood only · Rus.sian. Nedd and his 
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The black Shape swept ruthlessly down on Handforth, and held him in a powerful grip. But 
never for a moment In his dreadful plight, did the burly schoolboy .lose his bead. He 

fought to free himself with desperate but hopeless efforts ! 

a;..,i~tant went to the front of tl10 house, and. 
e11tering a dark room, Ner!d opened a eotl­
('ealc.•cl door in the solid wall. It can10 
inwards silently, and the two men crouched 
rhere~ -,yatching. They conld see out cfr,­
tiuctly, and there was no fear of the in­
truder seeing them-for this wall of the 
hou--C> was in dense 1blaek sh~1dow. 

E,·en as thC'y watchPd~ tlir• fi~·nre adnnlf'ed 
c·a u t iously, tip-toeing-. Tlwy could see it 
fai11th·. 

"0;1e of the boys,"' hn•athccl Xerki into 
hi.-; assista11t's ear. 

··Shall we get hin1" whi~pered Ezra. 
"Xot yet!'' said the other. "\Vait!" 
1-Iandforth fondly i1nngined that he hnd 

ap1n·o~hcd the house so 6ilently that his 
J11ove1ncnts were enfireh· ~eC'ret. A11d 
llOW that he was :here he scarceh· knew what 
to do. The first· thing. of cot'irse, was to 
get . .in. But how could he get in withont 
attracting attention? 

rr,heory and prnctice are two differe1~t 
things-as I-Iandforth wa:-: beginning to 
realise. It wru; all very well to tell himscif 
holdly enough, that lie would co111e to 
Xerki's house, break in, an<l rescue Irene. 
But "·hen Handforth found hi1n~clf face lo 
face with realities, he was 1nore or less help­
less. \Vhen it can1e to details, he realised 
the difficulties. Ile might try one of the 
windows, but it was any odds that aB the 
,.vinclows of this house were protcctcd-eithc1· 
by bars or by secret. alann device~. 

"II'rn ! Looks a bit awkward,'' nntttcred 
Handforth. as he halted, and stared at tho 
cbrl~ houf;c. 

He could no lo11gc-r see thC' ligl1.te<l ·win­
dow; he had, in fact, purposely corne round 
to this side, in the hope of finding a way 
of cntrY. But the n1orc he looked at the 
house, t.he less he liked it. 

"B\· Gc-orge ! \Yhat about. the roof?'' he 
in uttered. "~There's a skylight up there'.,: 

"Oh!" cainc a soft cxdatuation. 
IIandforth jnn1pcd. Ile spun round. !\ot 

a living soul was n(•ar hirn. }le felt bewil­
dered-and ju:-.t a little seared. I-Io \\".1.~ 

certain that. a Yoic-e had sounded, and y('t 
it seen1ed impossible. lie was still son1~ 
distance from the hou.~e, and standing quit t' 
iu the open~ with ouly one or two scrag-g-:,­
bushe~ near by, and the d1. .. ~d shnnrJ of «n 
old t rPe. 

• · :\Iy only saiu ted aunt : ., he ej ncula lcfl 
sucldeul , .. 

},or iie rPn1en1bered Ornt tree-.5tump. Ile 
ren1e1nbered that he aud Church and l\1cClur" 
had c-01ne here on one othC'r night-and it 
see1ned to them that tl1eY had 8een the tree 
in<:>ving, as though endo\\:ecl wit.11 so1nc horrid 
life. rrhis was the same stump! 

He came to the conclusion that hi~ imagina­
tion had been playing tricks. He gave _hi~ 
attention to the roof again 'l1hcre was n 
square patch which looked ns though it 
might be a skylight of some kind. It wa~ 
difficult to tell in the gloorn. But Hand­
fort.h saw that two tree~, at least, grew quite 
near the ·house. If he clin1bed one of thos~ 
trees, he n1ight he able to worm his wa v 
along one of the branclH:·s, rind then g0t oa 
to the roof. After thr\t--

" Ted r' 
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This tiine Handforth started violently. The 
. Yoice. was a whisper, ·but it was nnn1is.tak­
ablc. Irene's Yoicc ! And she had spoken 
his name! · · i 

He· looked round, bewildered, n1ore startled 
than he "'onld have cared to admit. 'l'h~ 
voice secn1ed to ha ,-e . come out of -the very 
air, and it wa~ like a spirit Yoice, unrca!, 
va g·ue-:-- · ' · 

-''Ted-Ted!" it. sounded again. "Oh, I'n1 
here-· n.ear you.'' · -

"Renie!" 1nuttcrcd IIandforth, . nearly 
.choking. 
: He turned a con1plctc circle, · staring hard 

in all directions. But there w·as no living 
thing- near hiin-:--not near enough, at all 
events, to account for the· close proximity 
of that voice. ...i\.ncl a wild, awful idea came 
to Handforth that Irene ·was .dead-that she 
had· been killed by the evil spirit, just as 
Lady Bowers had predicted-and it was he~ 
spirit speaking to hin1 now. How else ,Yas 
it possible to· account for the Yoice? 

He pulled hin1self together ,vith an effort. 
"Fool-fat.head!" he nn1He1·ed fiercely. 

''.You're g·oing dotty! Renie Renie! " 7here 
are you?" 

"Here!" can1c the Yo1ce. 
tree!'' 

'' Look-the 

And then Handfort.h sa,\-· son1ething ,vhich 
aln1ost. made his hair stand on end. Ono 
of the dead branches of the tree-trunk was 
inoving· ! He believed he 'had seen it n10,·e 
once before-on that other alarming occasion. 
And his chief dc.csire, now~ ,vas to bolt. 
There wns so1nething indescribably frighten­
ing in the sight of that inanin1ate thing 
becon1ing ani1nate. , 

"Ted! It's a fake~~, cnine Irene's eage1.· 
voice. -"Don't- you understand? · I'n1 in tho 
tree ! It's hollow ! " 

~'Oh!'' exclai1ned .Handfort.h hoarsely'. 

sorne .~ecret which was hi<ldcn fro1n the girl 
within. · 

EZRA .. found a fierce grip upon ·his ar1n, 
. and the wizened 1nan ·winced. 

. . "Hold .on, .chi~£-.. no·. ·need to hurt 
me ! " he nu1tter·ed, trying to free 

hin1self. 
"Don't vou understand?" asked Nerki, hi~ 

111outh against the 111an's ear. "You heard 
the girl's voice, didn't you? Look! That 
infernal boy is against the tree-flashing his 
light upon it!,, 

"She's in there!" muttered Ezra,· bewil .. 
dered. •· But how could she--" 

"Never n1intl how!" interrupted Nerki. 
'' I can on!y think of one explanation,: ,vhil\) 
you and I 1were talking-while we thought 
the girl to be helpless~he must have had 
all he19 wits about her. She saw me 1nove 
that mantelpiece, and thus she knew the 
secret of the tunnel. That's ho,v· she escaped. 
No need for us to search any further.'!. 

''You-you n1ean-" 
"Come!" 
~erki closed the unseen door, and· they 

both ·went back towards the rear of the house. 
.And no,v the n1yc3tic was looking exultant. · 

"That confounded boy has played righ~ 
into our J1auds ! " he muttered. "We can 
get hold of hi1n and keep hi1n a prisoner 
a~ well as the gil'J." 

'· There 1night ho other kids about," said 
Ezra ~hrewd]j-. 

··1:'. .... cs! I'd forgotten that!" snapped 
Xerki. "'Yait here! I v~as a fool to leave 
~o soon. " . 

He hurried back to the f1=ont, a·na _this time 
he crept right out, 1noving in the darkne~s 
"·ith the silei1ce of a. Red Indian. He wanted 
to 1nake sure that Handforth had no corn­
panions. A.nd the unsuspicious IIandforth 
played right into his hands. · 

~'-I XEARL Y had a· fit w•hen I heard yotu· 

And all his terror left hi111.· The one word 
"fake.'' had been enough. In a flood, he 
realised what it all 1neant. Nerld, or one 
of his assistant~, n1ust have been in that tree 
on the other occasion. Irene was in it now. 

voice at fir;:;t," Handforth "·as saying 
· in a breathless ,vhisper. "Oh, Renie! 

It's jo11y good to know· that you're 
Ile moved nearer, and was' even reckless nnbarmecl, anyway! But what are you doing 

enough· to bring out his electric torch and in this .-wretched tree?" 
flash it upon the tree. '' I didn't kno,v it ·was a tree at first,,, 

"Oh, 't,·ou',-e got a 1i0rrht !" came a thankful 1· I I f · l · "I 
J rep 1ec rene, -ron1 w1tI un. 'm in a shaft 

Yoice. '' Thank goodne5s, Ted! This hor• -there's a ladder, and it leads 1·ight down 
rible darkness terrifies n1e ! ,, into an 1.tnderground tunnel.,, 

Even · no,v Hand£ orth found it dif:Iicul t to ,.- )Iy goodness ! " 
control hin1self. For as he flashed his light "I can't tell you everything now-it. ,vould 
upon that dead tree-stun1p, he sa,v two take too long·," went on the girl. ·cc1 don't 
mossy knot holes. They were deep, ~nd in think there's any way out of this tree. It's 
t,heir very depths he could see two eyes, and just a fake, and I expect_ Nerki uses it to 
they seen1ed to glo,v in the light of his torch. scare people. There are some levers in here. 
Arid that crooked limb~ too, was moving. One of the1n opens the eye-spots, and another 

"Of all the horrible contrh-ances P' 111ut- works son1ething else.'" · 
tered Handforth. "Yes-the branches/" replied Handforth.; 

But as he .ca1ne nearer he sa\"t that the "I sa,v one of them moving." 
eyes in the tree \Vere Irene's eyes. And the "I don't kno,v ho,v you can get in, but 
girl, perched on -that ladder, at tlte top of there's a room at the back of. the house,"· 
the underground shaft, knew . the truth, too. went on Irene. "I ,vas carried into that 
There was no way of escape from this tree, room · after th{l men had captured me. They 
by all appearances-but. perhaps HandH>rth, drugged n1e,- I think, but I. came to myself 
from· the outside, would be able .to discover· before. they expected.'! -



In No. 361, BOYS' FRIEND 4d. LmRARY. -Get It To-day, 

"The beasts-the -brutes!"·· panted lland-. going to soI,·e this 1nysfery on my own-and 
forth. "By George!- They sha1l pay for then I shall lun·e tho laugh ou 1\il1·. Lee and 
this!" the others.'' · 

0 Yon mustn't speak so loud/' warned "Oh, 'fed, don't he so foolish!'' snid Irene. 
Irene. "Listen! 'fherc's · a knob on the "Please-for my sake! I ask you to go back 
anantelpiece in that back 1·oom-uncl when for the others--" 
you pull on it the secret door opens. ·You She broke off abruptly-so nln;{,ptly that. 
~nn get to me in that way-by going dow~1 Handfort.h felt that son1ethiug was wrong. 
into the tunnel." "\Vhat is it?" he asked. 

'' I'll be with you in no time," pron1isecl And then a screa1n came f ron1 within the 
Handforth. ' · tree-and never in his life had HnncUorlh 

"But you can't-it's too dangerous!" urged felt so hopeless. 
-the girl. "Isn't there anybody else ,vith "Oh! So1nethii1g is pulling at my foot!" 
you?" came Irene's anguished cry. "Teel-Ted! 

'"No; I came alone." Help! So1ncthing is pulling 1ne. down--_" 
"Oh, that was reckless of yon, Ted!" · l d 'fi 
"I don't- care-I. was getting fed _up," said \~lithin the tree, Irene was inc ee terr1 ed._ 

Handforth. "1 knew ·1·oll~~ well .that I coitld Suddenly, dramaticalli,· a hand had closed 
~
1 round one of het· slim ankles. And she "•a!=; 

find you. · And I have.· I've· found :rou ·"·ith _- being pulled do"·nwards. C~·aning her heacl. 
out any help at all.". . . . .. she could see a light belo,v, and on the lacldet· 

Irene had. not the heart to. 1nentioh that there· was· another figure-just beneath her.· 
l1c- had fou·nd · he1~ · by· accide11t. In fact, .. it "It's no good, Joung lady-~·on'd bette1· 
"·as 1nore correct to --sav that she had found co1ne quietly,"- said Nerki's 1noeking voice. 
1ii1n: ., "There's no outlet at the top. \Vill you- co1ne 

·•But you didn't tell anyLody you were obeclientlJ·, or· shall I drag yon clown? It 
con1inrr here?" she asked. - . n1ight hurt-_ and I rc·ally don~t want to hurt 

"No
0 

teal'! I ·didnt.t tell n sonlr~ re1)lied ro " J u. .. 
Haudforth-and Nei·ki was iistenin~ to e,·cry Thud, thud, thud! 
\\'Ol'd. "If I'd said anything they ,voulcl have Handforth, in his h('lp1(':iSlJC'SS_. wa3 
8toppecl me. This is a lone hand I'n1 playing. hammering upon the outside of the dead trel•. 
It won't take inc long to get iuto that back "Ted!" cried Irene. '-It's Nerld: l-Ie 

.i-00111 and find that. tunnel-.-" · has got 1ne !'' · · 
"l-ou mustn't, Ted," urged Irene in nlarn1. •• Sh0ut away!" came N0rki's Yoiec•. 

'· Oh, I wish· I hadn't spoken to ?OU now! '"Your· young friend canuot hl•l1J yon. But 
I didn't realise that you wel·e here all by you'll see hirn again s0011. He will join us 
~:ourself. Proi11ise me thnt you'll go back to Yery shortly." . . 
Forest House and get ~fr. Lee: Get help! Handforth, outside, was alrno.~t in _a frC'nzy. 
It':5 the only safe way." He could guess what w:,s happeiiing-in fact; 

'· And while 1'1n gone these crooks · will he knew. Irene's cries had been eloquent. He 
find out that you have slipped · them, and ·turned, intending to n1ake his way to the 

. they'll capture you ~ain !" retorted Hanel- back of the house and sn1·ash his way in. · 
forth. "Not much! it's up to 1ne to rescue And then, as he was in the act of running, 
~·ou, Renie, and I'm going to do it!'' he checked. r.rhere was son1C'thiug in front of 

N crki waited for no more. He had heard him-bearing down upon hi1n. So1ne'thing 
enough. Like- a shadow he crept back, and, huge and terrible. 
·within the house, he. gave hi:; orders. Petro-_ · At first Handforth did not i·ealise tl1at it 
Yitch obediently ·slipped away. Nerki himself was the figure of a 1nan. It was so vusL 
and Ezra wct1t down iuto ·the 1nyst~rious And· it can1e at him with ,vhirlii1g arrns-a 
tunnel. - · ·. · thing of absolute blackness. He .was black 

Ai1d . outside, IIandforth ,Yas wasting · all over, even to the face. And in that gloo1n 
valuable tiine in unnecessary talk. Handforth could be forgiven for believing, in 

.. It's no good, Renie-you can't stop 1ne !'' the first seconds, that it was some vile 
he said. "You're in danger, and I'1n going creature f rorn another world. 
'to save you." · · It swept u}}0n him, enveloping hizn. I-le 

"But, please, Ted," urged the girl. felt the grip of n1ighty hnud5-and at the 
"They haven't !·eally hurt n1e-and ther~'s first touch he knew that this thing was 
11ot one chance 1n a thousand that· they w1ll nothing supernatural. 
fiucl me here up this shaft. They won't even In fact, he could henr the n1an's deep 
suspect that I got into the tunnel. I don't breat.hing. 
111ind 6taying here for half an hour. Nerki "You-you fake!~' panted Hanclfort.h, as he 
is a dangerous man--" - fought desperately. "Let 1ne go! 1'111 not 

"'And yet you say that he won't hurt you." sea L'ed of vou or N crld. or all vo11r rotteu 
"I mean, he is a crin1inal, and he has been tricks!~' .. · .. · 

tricking Archie's aunt," said Irene. "If he But he was starUed, neYerthe1ess. For, 
had mean to hurt me he would have hurt n1e' strong as he was, he found that he. could do 
before now. And you can easily get back to nothing against this mighty assailant. He 
the house and give the ,\·arning--" punched, but his blows see1ned to strike 

"Sorry, old girl, but 1'111 not going to against something solid. The. great nw11 
·waste tin1e like that,'~ broke in Hnndforth. uttered a soft laugh, and the next 1non1c•nt 
'·So-long! I'll be seeing you soon. I want 1-Iandforth was lifted co1npletelv off his feet-. 
to find out where that tu1111el lends to. 1'1n ,:rith his ar1ns · a·nd legs wildl~; w1:ithing_. he 
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was held as helpless as an ordinary. 111an holds 
a chicken .. 

As he - struggled again, he was pulled 
round and drawn close against the chest of 
the giant. And there he was held, half-stifled, 
so that he could utter no outcry. 

Petrovitch, laughing softly., strode towards 
the house.-

And eyery aton1 of the eerie atn1osphere 
had now ~one; Handforth was -in a world of 
grim realities. He had co1ne to this. -place 
to do big things-and he had not only got 
himself captured by the ~qeiny, but,. through 
his folly, he had told t.he eneiny how Irene 
had escaped. ...4.nd Irene herself was now 
once again in the enen1y's hands! 

It was a pretty ugly state of affairs. 
.And Handforth was bewildered by his help­

lessness. He had never known a 111an to be 
as· strong as this, or as bio-, either. But he 
"'as beginning to see d!1yligi1t. This monster-
1nan was another of Nerki's assistants-and 
vaguely Handforth began to see daylight in 
1nany directions. But he was far too 
flustered just then to think clearly. 

At last he found hiinself in that back roo111, 
and Petrovitch. with the uhnost caln1ness, 
aud quite good humour, proceeded to }llace 
fopes round Handforth's ankles and to bind 
his wrists behind his back. ·Haudforth was 
aghast: · He began to ·appreciate the feelings 
of a rabbit i\1 the hands of a huinan being. 

And his w1·etchcdncss was increased soon 
by the sound of voices and by the sight of 
Irene ~Ianne1-:-; being forced into the roo1n. 

"So thev got you, Ted/' said the girl with 
regret. "I was afraid they would." 

the . big n1an nodded and s_n1ilcd and no<lde<l 
again. 

Hau<lfonh's ropes were unbound from his 
ankles, although his anns remained secured. 
Then he and Irene were marshalled by Pctro­
Yitch through the secret door-and taken down 
into that tunnel. ~crki hiinsc1f cl~ed the 
door. 
· "' N"ow we are ~afe ! '' he . said, his <'yes 

glea111ing. "l.f~t Lee come! Let him search . 
the house! Those. two youngsters- are tho 
onlv ones who know of the secret door-and 
with then1 in n1y hands I am safe." 

"But what arc you going to do with 
them?~' asked Ezra· uneasily. . 

. "Don't look so scared, yon fool!" replied 
N'Prki. . "The boy had to be seized-after 
what he had discoYercd. Nov,· wo inust get 
busy. Other 111cn1bers of that Christinas 
party .inust Yai1i~h-silently, 1nyster.iously." 

"You~rc 1nad!:'. said Ezra, in alarm. 
"Y cs-1nad with disappointment!" snapped 

Professor ~crki. "Do yon think I'1n going 
to be beaten at the post? If I can only 
cause two or three 111orc of those youngsters 
to ' vanish,' the rest will get into a panic. 
.. And, once they ha,·c gone-once I can get 
Lady Bowers to herself-the rest will be 
easy. \Ve've got to 1nakc a last effort, Ezra, 
and if we can only 'click/ we can do the 
Yai1i.;;hing af't onr~ch·es. The old girl i.-i 
ripe for p!ueking." 

CHAPTER 6. 

Watchers in the Hall. 
'' It was all ri1y own silly fault!" groaned 

Handforth. "If I had had n1y wits about NELSO~ · LEE had succeeded in per-
ine, I could have c5caped-yes, and fetched 5uad.ing- the girls to take possession 
l\lr. Lee, and. everythiug. You knew ~,·hat to of the drawing:-roon1. They flatly re- · 
do. But I was so pigheaded that ~ 1g'nored · fused to go back .to bed. But in the 
your advice." . drawing-rooin, with all the lights full on, and 

"The Jess talk fron1 Yon two, the better," a grea·t fire blazing, they recovered so1ne of 
said Nerki bJnnth;. •· 'xow you needn't be their norn1al confidence. But the continued 
frightened-" .. absence of Irene distressed them greatly. 

",vho's frightened?" growled Handforth, Nipper and Reggie Pitt and Travers and 
glaring. . the other fellows joined t-he girls at first: 

"I'm not going_ to do you any har111," con- but presently they drifted out, 1·cn1arking that; 
tinued Nerki. "But =>·ou can be useful to n1e it would be better for them to reinain on 
-and you're going to be. I'n1 going to keep the watch. 
you both here." As a matter of fact, Nipper had sent the 

"Suits mer' retorted Handforth recklessly. word round. They were wanted. Lee was 
"By this time l-Ir. Lee and the others will intent upon so1ne sort of activity. 
have missed 1ne-aud they'll guess that I can1e The great detective was convinced that 
here. They've only got to search this son1ething else would happen before the dawn 
house-" II h" ,, . d came-and he wanted· to be ready. The boys 

"And they wi find not 1ng, interruptc · found him in the big dining-room, talking 
Nerki. "Oh, no, n1y young friend! I an1 earnestly with Lord Dorri1norc. U1nlosi was 
not quite so careless! You and this young there, too, but for once the redoubtable 
lady will be placed beyond the reach of your Kutana ·chief was not happy This kind of 
friends. I can only hope that your captivity ,. fighting :, did not appeal to him. 
will be brief. It all depends." ".A.nything fresh about Handy, sir?" asked 

He moved across to Petrovitch, who was Clnu·ch an~iously. . 
Jookin_g as bland and as good-hun1oured as '' Never mind Handy," replied Nelson Lee. 
ever. The· infant, in fact, appeared to re- "By all ~ppearances, Handy has been whisked 
gard the whole affair. as a kind of parlour away by tho n1ysterious elemental which 
game. haunts this old house," he added, with an 

Nerki ··poke, to the Ru.Bian giant at 'jome eloquent wayo of his hands, and an even 
.k-:1gth-i!1 Petrovikh'~ own !angu~ge. _·i\.nd n1ore eloquent note of mockery in his YoiceJ 
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"\Ye're dealin,; with a ck•Yc-r n1an-and a 
n1an, moreover, who is now becorning quite 
tle~pcratc." 
· '"You mean Nerki, of course .. guv'nor ?" 
asked Nipper. 

"Nerki is the villain of the piece," agreed 
Lc-e calmly. "I'm not sure that we are not 
safe in talking in this roon1,;-bu t we n1ust 
chanco it. Now, I am convinced that t.he 
se>cret of the old house lies in the hall." , 

"But· we have explored the hall from top 
to_ bottom," put in Lord Dorrimore. "At 
least, you· have, Lee. You've examined 
every panel, an' tapped every flagstone, an' 
n1easured up the walls, and you've proved 
that there's no possibility of a secret cham­
ber, or anythin' of that sort." 

"I've also pro·n?d, · Dorrie. that the ' mani­
festations ' either occur in the hall, or start 
i:i the hall," replied Lee. "I have had 
sealed threads on all the doors-across all the 
corridors and the staircase. I have protected 
every known entry and exit. And strange 
things have happened in the hall, in the dark­
ness. And yet the sealed threads have re-. 
maine<l intact. That pro,·es one of two 
things-firstly, that Forest House is genuinely 
haunted by a dangerous evil spirit; or, 
.8econdly, that there is some clC'vei'ly concealed 
doorway into the hall. I prefer to believe the 
latter." 

Lee was speaking in a YC'ry low voice, and 
the boys had gathered closc:-ly round him. 
They had the feeling. then, that even walls 
can have ears. 

"\Vhat are we going to do now, sir?" whis 4 

percd Tra vcrs eagerly~ 
"\Ve arc going to drift out iuto the hall. 

nnd I am· going to get impatient with you," 
replied Lee. "I'm going to advise you to 
go to bed-yes, and the girls, too. But once 
the lower part of the house is left in dark­
ness, ha 1f a dozen of ~-ou boys will crc('p 
downstairs.'' 

"That sounds good, sir," .said Pitt. 
"I don't need more than six of you, so you 

n1ust fight it out between yourselves," con­
tinued Lee. "Dorrie and Un1losi and I w"ill 
creep down, too. There will be nine of us 
on the watch-stationed in different positions 
in the hall. If anything further happens to­
night, it will happen there. And we n1ust be 
ready." 

The boys were thrilled. Here was a chance 
of making some big disco\·ery-of being in 
the excitement. 

"Once you are in your positions, you must 
not move under any pretext," went on 
Nelson Lee. "Make no sound or give no 
signal-until you receive a sign from me. 
That sign will be the sudden flashing of my 
electric torch. Then, and not until then, 
can von move. And be readv for instruc­
tions~ I'm telling you all this" now because 
it is unwise to. discuss nnything of a private 
nature in the hall itself. . And when we go 
out into the hall, I · will indicate to you boys 
just where I want you to stand. Now, who 
"·ill volunteer?" 

Thev all did. N cl son Lee had some litt 10 
diflicuity in selecting the ~ix he requirC'd. In 
the end the watchers werc-NippC'r. Pitt,· 
Travers, Church, l\icClure and Archie. 

T I-IE little comedy was quickly r>layecJ. 
Nelson Lee, in an. impatient voice~ 

advised the bovs to go to bed. The 
girls were -brought out of the drawing­

room, and they, too, were treated to .. , 
sample of the detective's acidity. 

"This is sheer nonsense-all of vou ! ., he 
said sharply. "Do you realise that "it is just 
upon four o'clock? Nothing further will 
happen to-night. Get back to bed, and ha,·c 
son1c sound sleep." 

"But it d~esn't get light before seYc-n, sir.·· 
said Nipper. "Not e,·en theni at this tin11~ 
of the year. ThC're are three 1ours of dark­
ness yet, and anything i-::- likely to happen iu 
this house." 

There was a n1urinttr of agrC'ement.. 
"Nonsense!" snapped Lee. "I wuut you 

all to go to bed. There has been quite 
enough disturbance to-night." 

So, at length, they all went troopillg np• 
stairs. Lee, by various ~igns. had indicated 
to the six where th~v were to stand. And 
presently, after thC're · had been a good dPai 
of talking in the. upper corridors, and closing 
of doors, the lights were all extingui~hed: 
and ~tillness and sik·nce descended upon tht_• 
n1ans1on. 

But, like shadows in the · darkness, figures 
were creeping downstairs. Nelson Lee and 
Lord Do1Timore- and lTmlosi were the first. 
They took up their positions in absolute 
silence. And it was not long before they 
heard . the boys creeping down. Not a whh,. 
per was exchanged. Every boy knew his ow11 
station, and he went to it unerringly. 

Four o'c-lock boomed out. as the ·bovs were .. 
taking their places, and the soni:id see1ned 
uncannily loud amid all that silence•. TlH~ 
gongs vibrated and reverberated _strange(~-. 
It sce1ned ages before the vibrations corn­
pletely died away, lC'rn·iug the ~ilencc n1ore 
solid than e,·er. 

The minutes ticked awav. 
Now and again a mysterious creak would 

sound-perhaps from the floor, perhaps fron1 
one of the wa1ls, or fron1 the staircase. The 
darkness was so intense that the watchers, 
standing n1otionless, and straining their eyes. 
could sec nothing. And it wasn't long b~fore 
the boys, at least, began to k~el the effects. 
It was a nerve-trying ordC'al. 

Tick-tock! Tick-tock! Tick-tock! 
Tho ·solemn ticking of the grandfather'3 

clock, at first a part of the silence itself, 
seemed to obtrude like something tangible. 
Nipper, who was nearc-st the dock, could even 
hear the creaking and occasional squeaking 
of the centuries-old wor~. 

Once the others believed that they heard 
the tiny sounds of a faint scuffle-and per­
haps a n1ufflcd exclamation. But there camo 
no signal from Lee ! And as there was no 
1·epetition c;,f the sound, th('re scemctl to be 



nothin.g to \\·ori·y .,l,(J.:.:. (li.•_· .,1· ;!1e ·,,·tti:·h,.~r,. 
1~r~rhap.-,, had ~n1orh,:rld a --~.•}•_·z,·, •_n· ::1•: cx­
plauation \\·a~ t1qu,d]y l r:fli11 ~. 

· ' c: o od g a <-l l ~ , 
It \\.as an a 11 di i / e : n 1l ~-: 111 1 r i 1 o ! n .~\!'chi e 

(:Jeuthorne. and the ot!1t:.1s ti1ought perhap~, 
that son1e1hing. \\-:1~ happ~·1iin,g on t,hat 1:,id,· 
of the hall. ~0111c1 hin~ \\"a-:. ...\.r,~hit• had 
felt, rather than :--t!r·n, t,he r,rf}:-:•_•nce of a figure 
<11tite near hi1n. ·t'hP next sr>i_-und t \\·o ~t ron~ 
hands grippecl hi~ ='hould(!r~, -
a n cl a Yo~ c e \\. h i ~ p e r ._. d i ~ 1 h : , 
ear. 

.. 13c qui e i". :r on y • H 111 g = J :-- ... : 

Xot a sound!., 
.:\rehie ,\·,1:-: r,·1i•··., d to ! f:_ 

rognisc l~•·t•·:-i \Yhi~J,t·!·. 
·· ~ · . ,., I l ' ' ~-:,urry, ~ 1 l'. 1e , l't'«l ~ 1 t • -, 1. 

h l)idu't knO\\. it \Va~ YOi~. 1 
~a,\· a fri.~·htful ~h,~JJL• ---~ 
..-\ t lea st-:-- --- · ~ 

... 'fhat'll do:·, "hi ... :·•·!• d • 
Lee. "'Stick to yo11r 11u<, 
.:\ 1'< • h i e . " 

~o sileu tly did Xe l~on l ... _.,:. 
J11ovc about that nobodv t•J ... p 

knc,v of his acti\·iti«:~. l!:it: 
t ho d ct ee t i Ye , \" a :s l, u ;.,, Y . 
Jjke ,i shado\\' iu the daJ"i(­
llP~~. he "·~1:=; slipJ)ing- fro:!1 
cloor to door, ~t retch in tt 
t la rc1 ads :t'<: ro~s t hPn1 ill 1d 

:--Paling- th•~ thread~. J-1•! 
,\·as, in faC"t-, n1aking- ccrtai!i 
that 11othi11~ 111att\ri(d t'ould 
• • 11 t e i- t h c h ~d l by a n y of t I 1 ,_.. 

recog11i~ed openin~~- JJ •. 
Ji .l d Jl O t he e 11 a b ! -~ t c) d O t ! l l ... 
Parlier, foi· ht• ,,·i~hecl the"' 
enerny to helie\"•~-if th•· 
eue1nv \\·as \Yatehin~ ut· 
liste111ug-thnt the ha·ll ,,-~t~ 
t\n1 pty. I~ee did not. ''"ant. 
XPrki to kno,v that at.:'-· 
special precautiolls had hr:eIJ 
takPn. ~o he Hittr1d al.our~ 
t.;11re-footed, his ha!id~ ~\·•~r 
;u·ti,·c. 

\\'"hi1-rr • "l1iiTlT ~ ]"'li11cl-
thucl ! 

'fhe old clock "·a:-; pr(•par­
ing- to strike the <1ttarter .... ~s 
a -prcli111iual'y. it 1nade all 
:--orts of }ll'\euliar ='ound~, as 
such grandfather\; r·locks "·ill. 
t he ch-it n i 11 g; of t h •"' g-o n g-: a n d 
silcucc. 

./1 

1,hcn c·a rne 
after that-

But it ~ e en 1 ♦: d t o ~ o n1 (~ o i 1 h c n 1 o t ion l c ~ ~ 
,\·atchers ti1at there had lJeen ot-he1· .~ounds. 
'J' h c faint e ~ t of i a i n t sc u fll e ~, and a g a i u : 1. 

1nufHcd 0xelan1at.ion. But as the Yihratious of 
the gong died a\,·ay, rhc ~ilence ,,·as i~e~uined. 
It \\·as diffitttlt, in that blackne~, to tell ii 
anything 11 n11~ual ''" as happruing. )~yery tiny 
sound \\·as r·xag-gf~rated. 'fhe ·.\·at...-hers \\·er,] 
finding ~on1•~ difliculty, eYen!' in controlling­
their bre:it-hing. EYery ono fclt that hi~ o\\·n 
breathing \\·as iclioti(·ally 1ou,1. 

...-\t la.~t Xr~!:-:un J .. ~e hncl r.o!np1ete<l Li:-; \\-,)rk, 
au d h c rt· t u n 1 (- d ~ o h ~ t (n r : 1 :: : at ion . ..A n d } 1 <: r c 

!l t "\ rt·~ 11 a i n •· d p • · i · 1·, -, .. t 1 y ~ t i l I. l l i .' Pa r :-; o 11 t 1 1 ( \ 
:-- t r f: t ch . ..~\ :-- l i µ: h t. \ Y i t H I \\"a s J nu a II i 11 g o 11 t :-- i d P , 

,tnd. occ·a~ion,dly. it. \\·otdd co11H~ - flurrying· 
;tgain~t the \\·i11do'-"', <"au~ing th•~ old ;.a~c­
u1ent~ to rattle. 

I t "· a 6 a lo II el~· . Pt) r i c v i g- i l. 
l~ut nothing- happ<:ll(\d:--at lea:-;t-, nothing­

that any of th\.! \\·at<•hpr~ eoutd St•ll. ....-\nd aftPa♦ 
r=.n iutern1inahle age. it ~p.-•Jll()d there ag"1i11 
can1e die \\·hir1·ing iuul thuddiug oi the clc~<·k. 

.... 

. 
Even as: 
fusllade ~ 

·r1u~ half-hour ,·:1inlecl. 
l .. ord J)orriinore \\·as f ra11kly feel 11p. ]le 

had kept night vigils iu 1na11y parts of the 
\\·orld-in festering jungles, in dense forests; 
l Hl t never ha<l he experienced such a ner\·c­
t rying ordeal as this. As he nft er\\·ards said, 
he \\"Ould rat11er ha \·o heen surrounded bv a .. 
ho,,·li11g inob of cannibals than go through 
~uch an or<lt'a~ again. All the ,vatchcrs, i!l 
f net, ,,·ou ld hli Ye ,velco1necl son1e d rarna tic 
happening. 'fhc ~outinned silence, the absence 
oi anything d .. _.finitely uncanny, \Yas a sore 
trial to the 11,~r\·c~. 

rrho.~e \\"atelH!}':-; in the hall ,,·ere ,vaiting fo1· 
thin !..!"5 to h;1 ppt)Jl·-t hey hel ic,·cd, i ndP<>d, that 
tlJinething li"d J1,1ppe!1ed-but ju the darknes=, 



they could uot-. he sure. 1'hey eoulcl only \\·ait. 
· .-\nd their 1ni_ncl~, u1ean\\·hilc, ,verc conjur­

ing lll> all sorts of fautastie thi11g:,. ...\.t auy 
1non1t•nt ~0111e hea,·y article of furniture 
JJ1ight lift it-self fron1 the floor, and cra:;h 
against the \\'all. Sueh thiugs had happened 
preYiou5Jy-60 ,,·hy not no,\'? If there ,vas 
really a ghost. in this house, t.here could be 
no bett()r opportunity for 111a11ifest-ing itself. 

But Xe1:-son J .. ee, for one, ,va::; gri111ly certain 

SuddL'n ly, t ht1 I igh t iro111 X (11 lson Lee's torch 
flashc<l out-and tht~ other5 heaved universal· 
sighs of rcliL\f. 

"' It .~ec1118," said l,ec, ,vith regret., '' that 
,ve are ,\·a:;ting our tiuie. Sorry it has been 
a fro~t, Dorrie. ~~pper, ~\\'itch on the 1n:.lin 
lights, ,,·ill you?" 

But uo rti.ply ran1e fro1n Nipper. 
· Lee flashed his torch about, and he~ sa ,v 
• .\.rchic blinking-; he sa,v Church and ~Iu('lure 

· and L;rnlosi--
·· Jn }Jeavcu's nainr, ,vhnt 

is this'?'' shouted J~ce, h1!, 

,·oir.e ac~ute ,vith alar1n . 
. I re da~hcd at the S\\"itehe:-; 

a11d ra1nn1ccl the1n do,,·n. 
'J'he hall hccan1e flooded 
"·ith dazzli!lg light. 

•• '-~ C' gods a11d 
f i :"I h P s ! ·' «-' j a cu 1 ate d 
J )orri111ore, staring. 

l!tiJp 
J .. ~J rd 

lfe ~a,v ].,cc hy the 
!'- ''" i te h P:-; ; he sa \V lJ 111 lo:-;i­
~ 1 nd (·hurc·h and l\IcCl11re and 

. _.\rehiCl. J~ut he ~a\v 11ouo of 
the others. 

·· 'f·hey'ye gone F' .~aspcd 
( 'hu rc·h, his voice souJJdin~ 
~hrill ,,·ith alarrn. u Xippei· 
and J>itt and rrra, Cl"8 ! 
'fh•·Y'\·e ""OllC !'' ~ .-, 

It \\·as a fact. 
·rh l't'C of the v.-a tchers, 

during· that vigil in the 
,larkne~~. had con1pletcly 
, ,111 i~h,~d ! 1"'h·c other boys 
\rere alruost panic-strickeu, 
hut Xelsou l~ee ran for,vard, 
and he \\·as augry and i1n• 
pa ti(~llt. 

·· J(eep your heads!'' he 
c·on1n1a1HJcd curtly. '' '!"'here's 
nothing n1ystcrious in thi~. 
I t.'s iinpossihlc ! Nipper aud 
the other hoys n1ust have 
~one upstairs, 01· do,vn one 
of the corridors. ...4.n:yho"·, 
,\·e ~hall soon be certain." 

·hls confederate made a desperate rush for their car, a deadly 
. s caught them. Whiz ! Whiz ! Thud l Archie's Christmas 
sts had run the crooks to earth at last l 

"\\;hy do yot1 say that?" 
asked J)or1·ie . 

'' lleca use I st retched 
1 hreads across every door­
\\·ay-aud across the stair­
case!" suapped J-'ee. '' ~rhosc 

that no ~ueh 1nanifestation ,,·ould take place. 
(Jhost-;-particulurly faked ghosts-preferred 
to operate ,vhcu their v ictirns \Vere not alert. 
There ,vcre 'too inany people in the hall for 
anything tricky to be atten1pt.ed. ..-\nything­
in the 11r,.tnre of sn1a~hi11g furniture, at all 
event~. J .. ce had half an idea that sou1ctl~1ng 
el::e ,Yould happen. But the ~ileuco ,,·as 1uai11-
tained, the ticking of the clock \\'as a~ 
1nonotonous as eve1·. The gusts of ,vind. 
:;triking tho old ca~einent~, caused t.hen1 to 
rattle alid shake. J3ut ,vit.hin the hall itself 
there ,,·as-nothing. 'J'hc fire had long sinee 
died do\Vll, a11cl ihere \\·as not even a glo\v 
f rorn it no,,·. ...~t ti inc:; a faint cra~kle \\·onl<l 
co111e, as the coutra<.:ting ashe3 \Yonl<l break. 

hovs cou),l nut. have left thig hall ,vithout -.. 

br<1akiug the threads. For goodness sake 
keep cahn." 

But even J ... ec hi1n5elf, a n1inuto later, ,vas 
far fron1 cahn. lle had gone round to his 
sealed thr~ads-aud he had found every one 
intact! 

"' But-hut. this i . ..; in1p~siblc !'' he exc1ai1ned 
hon rsely. ··The ho)·~ ha v,~ gone-and they 
could not ha.\·e . left the hall hy any of the 
ordinary inean~ .. l'hry n1u~t inevitab]y have 
broken the threads." 

•· Tt. ·,\·a~ 1 h,~ gho:--t ~~, ~c1·c-an1ed :\IeClure 
\\. ildiy. .. ,,-..-~ \Ver(~ all ,,·ron~ about tricksters, 
:\[ r. l.ee ! 'J'h i ~ li,,n~e · i.~ really haunted ! 
'l'hree 1nore chaps ha\ c been snirited a"·ay 1" 



THE PHANTOM OF THE HIGHLANDS ! Great Christmas Yarn. 

"IIold that bov ! ., said Lee angrily. 
"1lcClurc~ have yoit gone nrnd ?" 

)lcClurc, usually so steady, so dour, had 
1·ushed to the front door, -and was tearing at. 
the bolts. 

'· Let rne out-let n1c out!~' he shouted. 
"1'1n not going to st"y iu t-hi6 house another 
1ni11utc r, -

" Good gad! I'1n off, too!" gasped Archie. 
"I've had enough! The bally place is 
haunted!" -

J'ootsteps sounded fro1n the landing. Lady 
Bowers herself ap1Jeared, agitated, t.rembling. 

"Oh! \Vhat is happening now?" she asked 
trenndonsh·. "Ailr. Lee! I warned vou--'-' 

• , \Vha t's wrong?" .., 
"1-Ias anything fresh ·happened?" 

-"Oh, tell us-t.ell us!" 
Sorne of U1e other fellows, and n1ost of the 

girls, were crowding on the landing now, 
aud everybody was shouting at once. 

"It's . ·Nipper-and Pitt and Trayers !" 
::houted Church, staring up. "They've gone! 

,ve were-we were watching in the hall, here, 
and everything was dark. And in the dal'l~­
ness they vhnished ! They conldu't h,n·e got 
away by any ordinary rn<?ans. They were 
seized bv t.he ghost!" 

Nelsoi'1 Lee stood 11elpless. The panic wa3 
spreading. It was runni11g t-hl'ough the young 
guests, like a feve1·. 

"Wait-wait!" shouted the detecti\·c. 
"There may he son1e logical c:xplanation--'' 

But nobody would listen to hin1. Already, 
the panic 1\·as getting beyond his control. 
The young ,people were dashing downstairs, 
altnost .fighting one another in their frantic 
efforts to get out of this house of mystery and 
horror . 

CHAPTER 7. 
Panic! 

IT was a startling scene-even a painful 
scene. 

Up till now~ the boys and girls had 
kept t-heir heads; they had acted pluckily. 
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But now, after this long night of uncertainty "I n1,ean it. l" broke in Lee. "Pin not 
and- terror, they could no longer keep control. going to -have those hysterical youngsters 
They went rushing out into the night, their "·alking through the night by themselves. 
one desire being. to reach the open air. They You .take charge of the1n, please-and -you'd 
wanted to get out of the atmosphere of ]forest better let U1nlosi go with yon, too. This 
House. affair is get-ting on 111y nerves. I'n1 tired of 

And who could bla1ne then1? it." 
First of all, Irene :\Ianners had vanished ",v e11, you're not the on1y one," retorted 

in 1nysterious circumstances. 1'hen Hanclforth Dorrie. with ,son1e heat. 
-and, after Handforth, t,hree more! All had All their nerve$ we1·c getting on edge, ap• 
gone n1ysteriously, uncannily, wi~~out lea_vir!g parently. Lord Dorrin1ore moti~ned to 
a- t.race. The last three had Y~n1sheq. _w1t-h1n UJnlosi, and they both. went out into tho 
arn1's length, ahnost, of th_eir coinpaniQns. night. The boys and girls, lvho had hea1~d 
S1nall wonder that the rest took fright. . son1e of that. dialogue pn ~-h~ steps, were not 

The _exodus was con1plet~. Not a boy .or feeling too con1forta.ble,· judging 'by the looks 
girl . was left in the house after the fir~t they exchanged. But they said - n·othing. 
panic-stricken rush. All of the1n had gone ·Perhaps they were. gl_ad t~n;t Dorrie and 
rushing out, and n1any, indeed, would have 1}1nlo~i were to accon1pany then1. . 

·1 h l t d b t ti th " .. ·'nd ~·ot1, ~·11·. I-ce ?. " _L~.._,,_ked ~ cold Yoicc. run unt1 t ey were ex· 1aus e , u · ~e o e~·~, ~ ., - u ,. 0 

restored somewhat by the cold night air, Xdson · Lee swi1ng round on the t_loorstep. 
took a grip on the1nsclves. So, at lengt_h, I-le was :watching tho crow~I as it went off 
they wcro all standing out on the drive? iu into the c1arknes:=; of the night. Lady Bower:, 
the snow-within sight of the flood of hght was. standing · in the n1icl<lle of the now cle­
which strea1ned out fron1 the open doorway. sertcd hall; and she 1nade a d,ignificd figure . 

. And there they stood, in a great cro,~•d, Her face was 6et with unusual detcr1nination. 
shivering, talking hysterically, the boys doing .a I ain re1naining here, Lady Bowers/'· 
their best to cahn the girls. It was not, in sai<l Lee,. turning abruptly. ·, 
fact., a particul_ar]y bra,:e show·. ... "Xot iigainst n1y wish~ surely?" asked her 
.. , 1?oys ! Girls!" .shoute~, Nelson Lee. ladyship. ·' ~eed I ·rcn1i11d you, sir, that you 

conung ?Ht ol! the step~. You nu_tst 11~~ and I are now entirely alone in this house? 
behave hke this. There JS no sense 111-- There is not a sen·ant with us~not anothet· 

"lt's · no good, sir-·wc're not con1ing. guc:,t". E,·en 1ny nephew, in spite of his pro• 
back!" shouted Vv.atsoq. · _ tcstations ·of yesterday, has . gone." . 

. •' A!bsolutely not!" declared Arclue. "I · ·" They arc young-susceptible-in1nginn-
mean to say, I was t-he chappie ,vho brought, th·e/' replied Lee, 1naking exc1lses. "Pe~·· 
e,·erybody here, and I thought it was a haps .I . expected Joo 111uch of t-he1n. \VC'ti. 
priceless sort of gan1c. But I "~a~ a churpp. Lacly Bowers, they ·hnye gone. You and .. I 
\Ve're going to Fordingbritlgc, si.L'-· back to renwin. f;·hop<:! · ·you will pcr1nit 1ne to sti!Y 
t.hat hotcJ, where we stayed· at first. \Ve ii:i- this house~ ~o that I n1ay · afford you the 
sl).all be safe enough there." p1fQtect~on--" ·· . . 

"'Hear, hear!" '~Xo·, :\1r. Lee, you .arc qu"ite wrong," in-
" Let's be going!" · ternif>tcd her Jadysbi1J~ "It· is inore likely 
'"Yes, yes.'' that you will bring danger to this hous~ 
They were all very 1nuch excited; and their and you ·have ·alh~ady b1·ought it. I sha1l 

chief desire, it seemed,· was to bolt. E,·en be far better protected if you go." · .. 
1_1ow; after th~y ~a~ got ?~tt into the open, "Bu_t l cannot_ go," ~usisted t.,ee, aiinost 
they had not reco, e1ed ~hen: balance. sternli. "There are .the young people who 

Nelson Lee was l9oking angry and e_xa~- have disappeared--:---" . -· · 
perated; once or. twice he looked at Dorrio ·· ·t, You·· will never ·find them,,, said LacJJ~ 
1n a helpless sort of way, for he c~u]d sec Bowf?rs :•h:agic:;tlly. '·' Oh, _l\tlr. Lee, when will 
that fhe young p~ople were ~eternuned. yon. beli_~ye? . ,vith your niatei·ialistio ideas; 

: "\Vhat's next?" asked_ Dorri~. . w"ith your fant~stic stories. of tr1cke1·y, you 
· "\Ve shall ha Ye to let them go, · I sup- ha vc brot1_gh t disaster upon my . poor 110111c. 

pose," replied Nelson. Lee, ·with an impatient One innoc~nt gii:1, and four. equally innocent 
shrug. . "It's idiotic, at this hour of t-ho boys, ha ,·c fallen vjctiri1s to the deadly eartli• 
morning. The p~ple in Fordingbridge will bound ph(lntasii1 which haunts this house.­
wonder what on earth is the n1atter. 'rhere'll You · will never see. thcn1 again. Theil• 
be rumours-stories will get about-this parents will never see· the1n again-and that 
house will get a more sinister reputation than thought horrifies me. You n1ay search, you 
ever." may tear the house down, and rip open i'ts 

:'\Vell, it's t}O good kickin'," said. his !ord- foundations-~ut you will find nothing. 
ship. "The kids have n1ade up then· 1n1nds. Th05e poor young people have been carried 
You can glare at me if you like, but I don't off and out of this world.,, 
blame the1n." Nelson Leo looked. at. her hard. . 

"But, n1an alive, you don't see~ to ~n~cr• "In_ Heaven's. name, Lady ~owers, you 
stand-" Lee paused, con1press1ng lus bps. cannot really beheYe that," he said earnestly. 
"A.11 right! They can go!" he said curtly. "I do not 1nerely believe it-I know itt~~ 
"And you'll oblige n1e, Dorrie, oy going w.i~h . .said her ladyship. "It is a dr.eadful, drend-
them ,, fnl tragedy. Did not Nerl<i warn me? · Ob, 

"Here, I say-'~ I was a fool not to heed him 1 Nerki knows! 
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Ile always knows! His wisdom is infinite.,, the electricity, there was nothing. fearful jn 
8hc broke off, and before Nelson Leo could the· appearance of the Infant. I-le was, on 

say anything, she pointed to the open door. the contrary, beaming with gooµ nature. 
"(}o !" she went on. "Go now, ~fr. Lee! This enormous Russian with the body of a 

And_, I ·beg of you, do not return." giant, and the mind-..of a child, was, indeed_. 
"\.,.ou will at least permit me to come with one of the most harmless of men-and, by 

the daylight, and-" . nature, one of the· 1nost kindly and likeable. 
"No! Never come near this house again!" A queer mixture and more to be pitied t.hrt11 

she broke in. '' And, I beg of you, sec to blamed. Actually, he had done no wrong; 
it that nobody com·es· to this house during he was merely Nerki's slave. 
the next thirty-s~x hours. Let me be alone- "\VeU, my fine young people, I' don't think 
so that I IJlUY meditate in peace. A day your captivity will be of any great length,., 
nnd a nigfit of solitude may nppease the said Nerki, as he surveyed his prisoners. " [ 
spirits, and bring an atinosphere of repose, am sorry to keep you like -this, in such dL;-
oncc again to this house of tragedy." comfort--" _ 

N~lson Lee shrugged. "You needn't be a hun1bug as well as a 
"\Tery well, Lady Bowers," he said quietly. c"rook!" growled Handforth, glaring. 

"It is your· ho~1se~ and in- face of your wishes · "You're not sori·y at all-and you know it. 
I cannot· remain." . This is just what you were ai1ning for, isn't· 

,vithout another word, he turned on his it?''. 
heel and strode· out into the night. "W~ll, since you are n1y prisoners, and 

there 1s no hope of escape for yon, I 1night 

AND Professor Ivan Nerki, in a strange u5 well be frank," said Nerki. "·You know 
<'hamber und('rground, uttered an ex- 1ue now for what I am--" 
clamation of satisfaction. I-le had "\:Ve knew you for what von are all 
carphon('s fixed to his head-and he along," said Nipper. "\Ve kne\\: it when W(' 

l1acl heard e\'cry word that had passed in the first grabbed you-even Lefore · the party 
l1all of Fo1·est House. started." 

''Success!" he breathed. "They han~ Nerki frowned. 
gone! All of them-including Lee himself!., · .-, I hope, for your own sakes, that. it wili 

Jle had ·heard every word of that convcr- not ho necessary to keep vou here for long," 
sation between Lady Bowers and Nelson he said. 0 It all depends ;1pon Lady Bowers. · 
Lee; he had heard the boys and girls saying After what has happened, I think she· will be 
t-hat they were going to Fordingbridge. 'fhat reasonable.'~ · · 
last "stunt " had brought con1plete and· oYcr- "Ypu 1nean you're going to rob her, you 
,\·helming success. " swindling faker!" said Nipper. · ",vhat fools 

Forest House was left deserted-save, only, we were to allow ourselves to be grabbed in 
for Lady Eustacia Bowers. And this was the dark--" 
what Nerki had. been planning for days. "No! Don't put the bla1ne on yourseh·es," 

His success had come late, nnd he had said Nerki. "Rather, give n1e the credit for 
fh·e prisoners on his hands-but, if he played being clever. However, I cunnot waste ti111c 
]1is cards carefully, he \Youl<l still be able to by talking to you." 
achie\"e a part-ial, if not co1nplete s_uccess. He turned abruptly and walked across to 

So sensith·e were the microphones that he the infant. -
dist-inctly heard , Ladv Bowers closing the "You will stay here, Petrov Heh, and you 
front door; he heard., the clicks as the haH will watch the prisoners," he said in Russian. 
lights were switched off; he heard Lady .... "I will stay,· master," replied Petro,·itch, 
Bowers' foot.steps as she ascended the stairs. siniling. 

Not until then did Nerki re1no·ve the cal'· "See that they do not trick you." 
phones. · .. Master, I am big, anci I am strong," said 

He h1rne<l and looked at the strange scene. the Russian. "If you say they shall not 
The apartment and its contents provided a leave this room, then they shall not lea\'e."'' 
queer conti·ast; for this place was n centurie8' "I· am trusting you," said Nerki. "Lat et· 
old underground crypt-a long-forgotten bolt- on you can feed them-but feed them ouo at 
hole or dungeon. The roof was arched, and a time, and do not let them hnvo the use of 
in places there were crumbling stone pillars. n1ore than one hand. I an1 taking no chances 

But overhead hung electric lights; there with tile youngsters." 
wns an iron ladder leading upwards against "I obey, master." said the Infant. 
one of the walls. A low tunnel showed, with And Professor Nerki, with a nod, passed 
other lights glearning in the 1·oof. And there out of the crypt and went along the tunnel. 
"·as a bench, containing odd-looking electrical And presently he came to those stone steps 
contrivances, with switches, dials and ie,•ers. which led up to the back room of his owu 
In one of these valves were glowing. lonely home. He found Ezra waiting-an 

And in a row, with t.heii· backs to the wall, anxious and frightened Ezra. · 
sat four boys and n girl. Thr'ir. ankles wel'e "\Vhat has happen('d ?" he naked. "·y· ou 
bound, and· theiL· hands were tied behind have been a long time, chief." 
their backs, and fastened to iron rings in the "The best has happened," replied Nel'ki 
wall. .As if this wa~ not sufficient securitv, briskly. "Lee and all his infernal brood 
thi. giant Pet1·0,~itch fat on a great stool, ha,·e ~one. The house is c1npty, save for the 
nca1·b~-. watching. In the full light fro1n old girl. It's 1ny chance, Ezra." 
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As he talked ho ,vent through into th_e 
other romn-that room with the black-don1ed 
1·00£ with the Zodiac signs. · . 

.-.~But what are . you go~ng to do now?" 
asked Ezra. . 

"Get the papers ready for n1e," replied 
the other. "I 1nust fix on another beard­
make _myself as presentable as ever. I can 
think of so1ne exct\se to off or the old lady. 
She'll follow anything. 1'111 going back to 
Forest House, and I'1n going to clinch this 
' deal ' before daylight comes." 

"But I don't understand-" 
"And who wants you to understand?" 

snapped N erki. "I tell you this thing must 
be put through at once. The banks are 
open to-day, aren't they? You and I must 
be in Southa1npton as soon as the banks 
open-before Lee can get to know what has 
happened. All we need is· a good start-and 
we shall get it-." 

And that little speech proved that Professor 
I,·an Ncrki was a dead failure as a "seer" 
into the future. 

CHAPTER 8. 
Nelson Lee· in Action. 

w,EN Nelson Lee left Forest House 
he did not go far. 

. Half-way down the dri ,·e he 
turn~<l a=,ide, skirting smne laurel 

bushes, and ca1ne to a halt behind the 
sheltered bulk of a big holly-tree. ...i\. din1 
figure was standing there, waiting. 

.. You haven't been long," said a soft . 
voice. 

"No· I got away quite easily," rep!icd 
Lee. .', How are you feeling, Dorrie?" 

"Cold," said his lordship pron1ptly. 
"\Ye'll soon remedy that, for we're g9ing 

into action," said Lee, and there was a grim 
note in his voice. "Upon · my word, it's 
ti1ne, too! It distresses me deeply- to see such 
a char111ing lady so completely duped. That's 
the worst of it, Dorrie-Lady Bowers is 
absolutely in earnest. She believes all this 
twaddle. She actually thinks that the 
youngsters are dead, and their ren1ains will 
never be found. She believed tlie house to 
be haunted by · an earth-bound spirit-. She 
thinks that Nerki is the 1nost wonderful n1an 
on earth." 

"It'll gi\·c a bi o- shock when her eyes 
are opened, wo1~t it?" asked Dorrie 
dubiously. 

"The bigger the shock, the better," re­
torted Lee. "It's just what she needs-a con­
foundedly big jolt. I'm hoping that it will 
knock all this nonsense out of her for good. 
At heart, she is a sensible woman-· a charn1-
ing ,voman. And if it's within my power, 
I'111 going to bring her back to normal before 
daylight comes." 

.. By puttin' a spoke into Nerki's wheel, I 
suppose?" asked Dorrie. 

"Yes, by exposing him con1pletely, and by 
providing Lady Bowers with such proof that 
e,·en her reinforced steel armour ,vill be 
pierced. ,vhat about the boys and girls?" 

'' They went off-aecor<lin' to plan-all 
1nightily excited." 

".And lJn1los.i ?'' 
"He's with then1." 
"1'111 glad of that-11e'll he useful," said 

Lee. .. By Joye, Dori·ie, it worked wen, 
didn't it? Those youi1gsters did that panio 
stunt perfectly." 

"So perfectly that _at one tin1e I half­
belieycd that they really were in a panic," 
repljed his lordship. "You!re a cunnjn' old 
fox, Lee! All the san1c, I've got to hand 
it. to you. You're workin' this thing 
famously; an' it looks like ·ending up in a 
hot climax.,, 

"It'll do that all right, . for, . if I'm not 
much mistaken, Nerki ·will lose. no tin1e in 
playing his trun1p card," said Lee. · "He 
heard everything I said to Lady Bowers, I 
am convinced-and he will take action at 
once..'' 

"You don't think he'll do her any harm?,, 
"Oh, no-he's not that s01·t !" replied Lee. 

"There's ·nothing violent about Nerki. But 
he's ctuining and tricky, and he means to 
rob her to the full extent of his power. He 
knows that I suspect him, and his one 
thought now is to grab all he can and bolt." 

"E,-cn now !'111 in a hit of a muddle," 
complained his lordship. .. How were those 
kids grabbed in the hall r' 

"'.Co1nc with n1e, and I'll show you," replied 
Lee briskly. 

They ,vent towards the house silently, for 
Nelson Leo .was taking uo chances. 'rhe great 
detectiYc had been sen·ing Professor Nerki 
with so1ne of his own 1nc<licine; he had b~en 
Jllaying trick · for trick. And it was an un­
doubted fad; tliat he had succeeded in 
fooling Ne1~ki UJJ to the eyes. . 

Ncrki believed that the boys and girls had 
fled in panic, and that Nelson Lee and Dorrie 
had gone with the1n. · 

Never had Nerki n1adc ·a great mistake! 
That panic had been carefully organised­

by Lee. · The ,vord' had .been whispered round 
from boy to boy and fro1n· girl to girl. Each 
one had known what to do-and· each one 
had done his or her part splendidly. It 
was Nelson Lee's way of urimasking the 
trickster.· 

Lee had Jittle fear that his movements 
would now be nuder observations. Nerki was 
satisfied-and Nerld was busy with other 
things. 

The detective and his companion walked 
silently round the en1pty terrace until they 
came to the French windows of tho drawing .. 
room. Lee had purposely left these only half­
Jatchecl. It was a n1on1ent's work for him 
to slip the latch, and he and Dorrie ente1·ed. 
They closed the French windows, and then, 
witnout showing any light, crept across the 
soft carpet. · 

A minute later ti1ey were_ in the dark hall. 
Everything was silent and still. _ Lee boldly 

flashed his electric torch on, and after listen .. 
ing carefully for some n1oments, he nodded.­

"The coast is quite clear,- I think," he 
whispered. "Con1e · and look . here, Dorrie1 
o. nd I'll show you the secret._" 
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llis lordship wa:-; intrig·11pcl. For hC', too. The doorway itself was f:O nar1·ow that no 
l1ad ~earched the hall; with Lee', he had goue hu1nan beiu~g could ha Ye pa:-:e:::d th'ro~1gh-­
on~r c-,·erv inch -of the wall:; alld flooriug, and uot eYen a child. 
11~>t" hing t;nu:;;ual had been disco,·en'•rL ,. \Vell, I ('an't sec auytl!iug fun11y about 

But uow Nelson Le(• kd the way on.•r to it." said Dorrie. 
the he~n·y grn11dfathe1·'s ,clcwk. ·" Don't you t11ink th0 Pl'ndulun1 is cxtra-

.,-You don"t 1nean that·:•-· a~kecl Dorrie•: 01-dinarily short for such a clock?'' 
..:tarin_o_.,,_ ' 'Ph b h ' · 1 1 1 ~ ~ er aps so; ut t ere s a htt e g ass pane ·· I do .. , near the top," said Dorrie. "The pC'ndnlum 

'· Good ~Ion·! I l'C'tl1C'tllher seeing sonlC'- shows through it, and it was 1nade ~hort 0:1 
thin' like ... it ii1 a plaf-' RafHes,' I think i~ .pui·pose.,, 
,Yas--" 

.. ~Iv dear Dorrie, that was n1ere1y a stngc "No; the glass panel could have been pnt 
l ff ect?' said Nelson Lee. .. Anv cursory ex- lower, if necessary," replied Lee. "The 
a1nination would have revealed the door. P~11duhun is high, so that the lower part 
But I will defy you. to discover the secret of the clock case is free of any obstruction­
of this clock. here. And, in case of accidents, and you'll observe that there is amflle roorn 
]{ef\p your voice down t.o a whisper." for three men to stand within this case. It 

Lord Dorrimore "·atchcd fascinatedly. is unuSua1ly big." 
'Ihe clock, to all appearances, was an extra "Bnt the doorway's tiny," obj0cted 
large instrument of conventional type. Dorrie.· '' Besid~, what about the weights? 
_Owing to the loftiness of the hall, and· the 'fhey'ro swingin' in the middle, in the 
,dde stretch of the wall ugainst which it ordinary way. If any man atte1npted to 
:-,tood, its real size was not at first apparent. squeeze himself into here-providil)g that he 
It "·as dwarfed bv itR surroundings. · In an_ could get through the doorway-he would 
ordinary room, ~ that grandfather's. c1oc-k stol? _thc.,c1ock by puttin' the w0ights out of 
would· have looked enor1nons; in tlus great posit.Ion.· 
.hall it looked norn1al. "That is the natural conclusion one would 

'· Just a minuter· said J)orrie. "Didn't arrive at-and, at- first, I was fooled,~, ad-
we shift this clock once-WP an' a crowd of niitted Nelson Lee. "Then, when I looked 
hoys? You thot~ght t!1ere 111ight- be som~- at the ~lock m?re closely, I s_aw these littl~ 
thin' unde1·neath 1t--'· staples 1n the sides, one opposite the other.· 

"That's right," said Lee. "\Ve lifted it He. showed the1n up with his torch, a ud 
hodilv from the wall and I wa~ sati!5fied that Dorrie nodded. 
there .. was no ~ccret' door in the rear-a la "~1 hat are they for?~i he asked. 
the Rafiles clock. The floor was solid, too. "Ah, that's just the point," replied Lee. 
] n a word, it seemed that we could dis1niss "\Vhat a1·e they for? Apparently they ha Ye 
th~ dock without nnother exa1nination. ,. no use whatever. But ,vhen I exan1ined 

"Exactly.'' . then1 carefully, I found that the 1nctalwork 
"But 1 did exa1ni11e it again-for the of the staples, on the inner side. is quit~ 

simple reason that I elin~ina t.ecl every othPt' bright. Th~ weights, yon will observe, are 
part of this hall," rcpli~d Lee. "I 1nacle hung on steel cables-not on chains. Look 
C"ertain that there was no possibility of a hei·e." 
~ecret door, or trapdoor existing in any other \Yith a quick movetnent he swung one of 
spot. This was the only one. Therefore, the the weights to the side and hooked the cable 
' ghost ' must have entered lH~rc. For I gave round the staple. Then he did the san1e with 
the clock much closer attention. And I can the other. Both ·weights ·were no"· lying 
assure :yon, Dorrie, that it is a· real conjurer's close to the inner sides of the clock-('ase, 
niece of work. No trick chest or cnbin0t at lt'aving the interior completely free. 'l'he 
)laske1yne's is constructed with greater in. clock continued its solemn ticking, for the 
genuity than· this old-tirne c1ock-(·ase.!' utility of the weights was in no wuy affected. 

"I'1n bubblin' wiih i111patienC'C'~-'' whispered "\\Tell, I'm hanged!" said Dorrie. 
Dorrie. "Obviously, I had got on the track,'~ con-

., The cloek itself is genuine-a fine old tinued Nelson Lee. "The next thing was 
timepiece," continued L~e. "It it comes to to disco,·er how the clock-case could be 
that. the clock-case is equally genuine-it was opened.'' 
faked up, no doubt, by conjurers of. the past, He pushed on a part. of the woodwork­
"·ho were every bit. as clever as their modern a part which looked just like the rest-and 
colleagues. , Now, if you exa-minc this clock instantly the entire front of, the clock-case 
closely, you will find that it is built solidly, swung open. It did so silently, without the 
the front dove-tailing perfectly into the sides. ghost of a creak or the sound of a hinge. 
Ninety-nine cabinet-makers, examining this· Not only the front came away, but a portion 
<'ase, )\·ould declare it to be solid. The door, of the side., too. Thus the do,·etailing 1neant 
~-~on will observe, is quite narrow." th' _ no 1ng. 

lie opened the door as lie spoke. It was .. You see, the actual join is along the 
the usual kind of door, such as is fitted to ornan1cntal line in· the side," explained Lee. 
n1ost grandfather's. clocks. It opened readily "That's how ninety per cent of conjurer's 
enough, revealing an en1pt.y black cavity. trick cabinets are made. The casual observer 
The heavy weights-wrre swinging within, and pays great attention to the obvious joins, and 
tlie pendulum was going solen1111s to and fro. he fhuls them genuine enough. That's the 
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secret. The hinge, you will see, exact]y 
<'Ot'l'esponds to the openi11g. \Vhen the clock 
is closed there is not a vestige of a sign 
of the real secret. In a word, two 1nen, 
abreast, cou]d walk out of this clock in abso­
lute silence." 

"You 1nean that N'erki was hiding in the 
clock all the time?" asked Dorrie incredu­
lously. "But surely he would not J1ave taken 
such a risk?" 

•· There's another secret," replied Lee dryly. 
He was wasting very little tin1e, for he 

was speaking rapidly-and now, with the 
elock wide open, he press·ed on another section 
of the inner woodwork. Lord Dorri1nore was 
astonished to see the stone slab below-for 
the clock had 110 actual boftom-sli<lc silently 
away into a Yoid. And when Nelson Lee 
flashed his torch downwards, a deep shaft was 
revealed, with an iron ladder fixed to one 
side of it. 

"Ye gods and Iittie fishes!" cjaeulatc<l 
Dorrie. 

"So here we ha ,·e the secret of the ' haunt­
ings,' old 1nan." said Lee. "The ' ghost , 
can10 up this shaft, and entered tho hall by 
way of the e1o~·k, and escaped in the sa1ne 
way. Thus all 1ny carefully prepared traps-
1ny sealed thn•ads, and so forth-wero use-
1ess. N atnra1ly, I neYer thought of sealing 
the clock." 

"But where on earth does it lead to?:' 
asked Dorrie. 

"Thafs what wc'\·e got to find out," 

replied Lee grimly. •· That's why we1 re here 
now. .Are you g-u1ne? Cornered, Nerki niight 
show fight-aud he n1ight become rea1ly 
violent. In a word, it's any odds that he 
carrie5 a gun.·: 

"\Ye carry gnu.::. too-and we're pretty 
quick on tlH~ draw,·: said Dorrie. ·· Con1c 
on! Let's go r' 

He was preparing to get in, ·but Lee pnlled 
hin1 back. 

B I'll go first. if yon <1on't n1ind," said the 
detecti ,·e. ·· Thi,5 is rl'a lly iny job, you kuow, 
Dorrie." 

"Oh, all right ! :, growled his lordship. 
"Yon ren1e1nb<:r the skeleton hand whieh 

grabbed Handforth's ankle one night?" went 
011 Lee. ·· ,vcl1, I've no doubt that that was 
1ncrely a 1neehani,·al coutrivanee held by 
Nerki. HL" dodged underneath the staircasP, 
and escaped into another part of the house. 
Then, when eyerything was quiet, he slippPd 
back through t.hc dock. In an olrl ho~1.-;e 
liko this it's ea:-,y enough to p]ay hidc-aud• 
seek-and to ren1ain undisco·fered." 

"Espeeially whC'n yon'Yc" got a pal, son1e­
where in the ottin'. workin' the electric 
lights,:, noddPd I>orric. .. That's what's ha11-
pcncd here, eh~:: 

"I be1ieYe you're right.·.- said Lee. "\Vhcn 
I exa1nined the n1ains. of course, I fouud 
nothing wrong-. Bnt I have no doubt that 
Ncrki has ,;;0111c:-how rapped the mains wire, 
and has fitted in a 11111nlwr of n1ast<"r switches, 
so that lie can p11t off the ]ights in any 

''GOLLY! Where's my 
HOLIDAY ANNUAL?'' 
Bunter is distinctly perturbed. Somebody's " pinched " 
his HOLIDAY ANNUAL-and that's no joke ! You'd 
hate to Jose yours, wouldn't you ? 
You all know what a grand budget of stories"' of Schoo)­
lif e, Sport and Adventure it contains. There are all 
the fun and thrills af a lifetime between two covers. 
There · are breezy poems and articles, and a clever little 
play for amateur actors. In case you haven't got yours 
yet, here's a tip-S~e your Ne, .. ·sagent right now ! 

The GREYFRIARS 

HOLIDAY 
Annual 6' -NET 

Now on Sale at all Newsagents 



30 TUE NELSO'l\~ LEE LIBR41.RY 

part of the house he wishes:· But that's an some distance do,~n; and they co"..l1d hE:ar, 
c]ectrician's job. Co1ne on." too, a murn1ur of voices. . 

·"How long have you known about this Nelson Lee crept forward like a shadow, 
clock?" and when, at length, he reached an opening 

"Since ye~terday," replied Lee. "But I did in the tunnel, he found himself looking into 
not know the actual secret as· to how it could the strange crypt. I-fe saw Irene and the four 

·be opened until to-night. That's why l boys sitting helpless against- t.l1e wall, nearly 
could not im1nediately go to Irene's hefp. ·opposite, half-hidden by one of the intervening 
Btit I don't think for a moment that the pillars. 
girl has come to any lw1·m. Nerld would "It's no good going on like that, Handy," 
never dare." Nipper. was saying. "These ropes arc too 

"And Nipper and the other youngsters who tight. Wel;an't lget dnway.ld Leave iht to hth.e 
yanished ?" guv'nor: ve n rea y to you t at c·s 

"I arranged it with them," replied Lee on the Job, and he'll be down here soon--" 
blan<l]y. "Didn't you know? Being certain "But something may have gone wrong," 

· that Nerki ,vas listening, I arranged, in · interrupted Handforth. "Th·at beastly giant 
c1uite a· loud ·voice, that we ~hould all be has gone away, and we're here by ourseh·es, 
"·atching in the dark--" and--" · . 

"\Vait a minute! Yott ·did that talking ~' That's all I wanted to hear, young 'un," 
in the clining-roon1 .,, said Le~;, as he softly advanced. "No, not 

"Y cs; nncl there are hidden 1nicrophoncs a sound· . 
in the dining-rooin." Handforth had been prepa_r1ng to yell; and 

"'Great Scott!,,· the ot_hers, flushed and excited_, ,votild have 
"I to]d · the bo't.-5 to , ca~u," lly , wancler, J·ust burst 1n to a chorus of acclama hon, too. But 

.., y " • • Lee's finger went to his lips. He and Lord 
. _bcfo~·e. the c_lock w~s due to strik_e, near 1t. Dot·rimore advanced into the crypt; and now 
I expected that N~ppcr, and, P~Ihaps, one they were bcndino- right over the capt-ives. 
other, would be seized and carried off. As " 0 

,,, 

you know, I. wai:ned everybody else not to Oh,_ thank .~~odness. ~reathcd Irene, her 
take any notice_ 1f they heard any sounds- 01 ~•,c ej:~ spai_khng. 

1
,, _ ". r 

not to do anvthin rr until I flashed my light.,, All nght, y o~1ng lady. asked Lee. Not 
"D di .. 

1 
° ,,, .

1
,,. D . · . h scared, or anything? They haven't hurt you, 

~uce y . c c~·er. sa1< orr1c, ,v1t I hope?" . 
grudging admiration. "I ~e~n, I'll bet the "They've onlv hurt my. wrists a bit with 
youngste1:s , l\:cre ba~g_e~ JUSf as the . cl?C~i: these l'O()es,,, replied Irene. _ 
was mak1n 1t s wl11rr1n , an then ch1min . "u'T 'll · h ,, · 1· d Lee 
The· sounds of the clock muffled the sounds . ""c soon sec to t at, rep ie 

of tl1c youn·o-stcrs bcin' o-rabbed." cris~ly. . . . 
" 

0 
• 

0 
• His knife ,vas out-and Dorrie's knife was 

Yes, that ,~·ns certainly how 1t "·as done," out · too. Quick Iv they slashed through the 
a~reed _Nelson Lee. "I was quite near at the bo~ds of the yoi1;1g captives. All were re• 
-tnne 1n the. darkness, and I heard the leased. 
scuill~s. . Inc1dental~y, I'll tell _you now·, "\\That's the next thing, guv'nor?" asked 
I)orrie-Just to relieve your mind . about Nipp~r eagerly. "\Ve did our bit all right, 
Irene-that I've already been down tlus shaft didn't we?" 
and have found n tunnel. Furthermore, I've "Fan1-ouslv " 
satis~ocl myself that the girl is in no danger. ''When I \~·as grabbed, I could have yelled 
~ut if ~ had rescued her, then I s~ould hav~ eagcr]y," continued Nipper. "But I rc1nem­
Jcopard13c_~l my chances of ~aptur1ng Nerk1. hered what you said-and I pi·etended · to be 
For he might have taken. fright nnd bolted. so scared that I couldn't utter a sound. .A. 
A_s nu~tters no~~~ stand, I think I can grab blanket was flung over my head, and drawn 
hun with _case. tight. Tihen I was held, and dragged back 

"He'6 cui111in'," snid D01Tie. "But, by into the clock. The other chaps wnrn trea tcd 
glory. you're.his 1naster!" in just- the sa1ne ,vay." 

"This thing has gone far enough now," "N erki took an abst.trd chance," said Lee 
said Nelson Lee. "\Ve're going to put an g1·imly. "If I had flashed my torch on-as I 
end to it-definitely." might easily have done-the oper; clock would 

I-le led the ,vay down the shaft-which was have been revealed, and the attackers, too. 
surprisingly roomy. Nelson Lee warned his But during this last hour or two, Ncrki has · 
co1npanion to 1nake no sound: so they went become reckless with desperation-and when 
l_ower and lower in co1nplete silence. Lee did a 1nan is in that condition he loses his caution. 
not even shO\\,. his torch. They went down in And such n man as N erki is arrogant, too­
darkncss. he is certain of hi.~ own cleverness. · He 

Ilut in spite of this darkness, Lee knew thinks that he has played a master cnrd­
exactly where he was. For on that earlier whilst, all the time, that card is lying on 
descent he had taken the precaution to count the table, waiting to be tn1m.ped." 
the iron rungs of the ]adder. He knew exactly "Listen!" said Reggie Pitt quickly. 
when he would set his foot upon the solid They all stood quite still. 1'JlC\v could hcHr 
ground of the shaft bottom. soft footsteps from the passage. 

He reached it at ln~t, and Dorrie stepped "It's that big giant!" whispered Tra\·e1·s. 
{1own beside hin,. Th~v could both see a "He went off about ten minutes ago-and I'll 
tnnrrn1, for there was a~ ditn glow of light- bet he's fetching us son1e food. lic see1ns a 
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decent sort of chap. I 1nean, he looked at us "It 111ust hr:.ve hl"\en this giaut ,,1ho attacked 
in the f ricndlicst possible 1nanner." U n1losi~ too," said l)orric. ·" I don't think 

"All the san1e, we rnust get hold of hirn- there's another n1an in the world who· could 
and see that he does not make any outcry,., tackle U 1nlosi, an' get the better of hin1. ,,_ 
snid Lee. "Here, .you youngsters! ·.Quick!" Lee was g_c.nuinely sorry fo·r Petrovitch. 
. He toid then1 to return to the bend with The 1nan wa$ so obviously _a. tool-a harn1less 
their bonds arranged around -thcin. Then he freak of _nature, such as one finds in side­
and Dorrie took up their own positions. Sure shows. Even now that he had been capttired 
('nough, Petrovitch can1e into the crypt carry- and roped, the Infant was in no "'ay vicious. 
ing a big tray. - I-le accepted hi.s capture cahnly and stoldly. 

And no sooner had ·he entered t,han Travers · · 
ran forward, and pul1ed the tray forcibly out '\Vith Nelson Lee leadh:ig the way, the prrt·ty 
of his hand. This ,vas done so that the tray went down the tunnel. Lee was ready for 
should. not fall, making a great clatter. · any emergency now· He )Vas half expecting 

The I~1fant uttered a, thick cry, but he was to meet Nerki on the way-for he did not 
so startled that he coul<l not put up any kind doubt fh_at Nerld would show hin1self again 
of a fight. Handforth threw himself at the to Lady Bowers at the .earliest J)Ossible 
big mari's legs, and he ·was tripped. At the monlent. 
same moment Nelson Lee and Dorrie a·ttacked "\Vhat do you n1ake of this place?" ,vhis• 
from either side. The Infant .,vent down. pered Dorrie, as they walked. _ "This tunnel, 
I · h I tnean ?" 

n spite of is bulk, and his almost super- "I've no doubt that it was constructed in 
human strength, he was held. There were 
half a dozen on him, including two strong the reign of Charles the First," replied Lee. 
men. And in a _very short time, ropes were "I've been dipping into history, Dorrie­
passed round his legs and body and arms. pa1~ticularly _ the Bowers' ·fa1nily history. 

_The unfortun~tc· giant was look.ing ·be-· There are many quaint and interesting books 
·wildered and fnghtened-but there ·was no in the library. But you're not very inte1·csted 

in books, are ,,YOU?" ferocity in him.. I-Ic spoke volubly in his 
own language, and Lee, who knew a bit of · · "Go on," snid Don·ie. "You seein to know 

-- ever'-rthing ! " , . Russian, answered hin1. " 
",v e are your· friends," he said. "\Ve do "I'Y<~ also been 'inspecting other old record.:,. 

not intend to harm you. Tell us where we Ordnanc·e 1naps, and so forth," continued Lee. 
can find Nerki, your master?" "One discoyery · I made is that Ncrki's house 

But the big 1nan loyally shook his head, was, at one tin1e, on the Bowers' est.ate. But 
and r0mained dun1b. · about a hundred years ago, the estate "'as 

"It doesn't 1natter," said Lee. "I .think broken up. It~s my private opinion that there 
we know where to find. him, Dorrie. Now, were son1e dangerous people in the Bowers 
boys.· we're going to· leave this man with . lan1ily, cen;~uri~ ago--conspirators. I have 
you." found more·: than one reference to such con-

.. No need for us all to stop, is there, sir?" ,.spiracics, particularly in Charles the First's 
as1-:ed Nipper. "\Vo ,vant to be ii1 at the r~ign. · One plot ·was broken up, and t.wo 
death.:, - ' or three heads were lopped off in consequence, 

In the end it was decided that Church and inc1u<ling a Bower's head. I've no doubt that 
l\iicCJure should remain to guard .Petrovitch this tunnel was nuuTc at the. time of those 
-and Irene \\:Ould stay, loo. There ,vas little conspiracies. The Bowers of the period hel.:l 
or no da11ger that the big Cossrlck would cause secret .parties in this house-and the tunnel 
any trouble. · had been built so that the plotters should 

"Herc we have a solution of the 1uysterions have a "~ay of escape, in case of surprise. 
'1nonster,' " said Lee dryly. "'I've no doubt There are any an1onnt of such ' back exits ' 
t.hat the man was wearing some specially pre- up and down England, connected with fan1ous 
pared pads on his big_ feet-and that accounts old houses." · 
for the strange footprints." "The good old tin1cs· !" .sighed Do1·rie. 

"But what about when they disappeared, "Nowadays, tunnels· ]ike this are used by 
_sir 1 nca1· that gravcyai•d ?" asked Church.· cheap crooks." .. 
· "_Oh, that's an easy one," Jaughed Lee. "Perhaps Nerki found the tunnel by acci• 
"Didn't you boys notice that the tree, almost dent-perhaps he knew of it even before he 
overhanging the grn,·eyard, wa~ innocent of took -the old house, arid established himself in 
snow?" · . t-he New Fol'est as a sorcerer," continued 

",v e didn't e\·cn look at the ti·ee, sir," Lee. "We can't tell-and it doesn't really 
said l\!IcClurc. matter. The main thing is that he planted 

"No; you were far too worrie,1 about the hin1self here, and not only fooled a great 
vanished footprints," retorted Lee. "But many society people, but he singled Lady 
every otl1er tree was snow co,~ered. This one Bowers out as a singularly lucrative victim. 
wasn't. That proved that it haq been \V.ell, he's at ·th~ end of his .te~her now."-
shaken. In a word, a rope was left danglir.g Lee enjoined. con1p]ete· silence when, at 
fron1 that tree; the man flung himself upon length, they reached the end of the tunnel. 
the rope, ar)d so his footprints disappeared. They n1ounted the ci'l.1n1Qling stone steps in 
He climbed into the tree, and was no donut . sin'gle file. L·ee had no difficulty in findin,r 
hidden in it. while we were actually. on the the catch .which oper1ed the secret door. H; 
spot. A very simple trick-but baffling at swung it open, and, to his satisfaction, he 
t-he ti1ne." found th~t the roon1, beyond, was empty. 
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·,J/ "In here, nil of vou-quick !" he whispered. start, and could he well away before there 
/ '' And not a sound." was any orgnised hunt. 

, / 'Ihey can1e in, one after the other. And But again Professor Nerki made a mistake. 
· hardly the last one passed through before a He and Erza raced over the snow-covered 
i quick step sounded in the passage. beyond- ground to the shed where the car was kept. 

; j and then the door was suddenly thrown wide The first gleam of dawn was sho,ving in the 
open. sky. For now it was quite early morning. 

1 "\Vhy can't you hurry up, Ezra?" said Thunderous bangs, and loud shouts were 
' N erki savagely. "'I tell you it will be dawn sounding from t.he house. But out here, in 

soon, and the old girl--'' the Forest, who could hear? 
He broke off abruptly, his jaw dropping. Nerki himself unlocked the doors of tl'\e 

For the lights from four or five electric shed and swung them open. He an_d Ezl'a 
torches flashed out, concentrating theil- beams dashed in, to start up the car. 

1j upon him. He was 1·evcaled in his flowing Bnt suddenly Ezra uttered an alarmed 
! robes of "state," and he wns now wearing a shout. 

long, impressive beard. On his head was · u Look!" he almost screamed. "There are 
f· perched a conical hat. He was Ner~i, the figures running up, Nerki. There must have 

Sorcerer again-the mystic, the worker of been othe1:s on the watch-" · 
black niagic. . Nerki_ spun round, and, sure enough, he · 

u Just n little surprise, professor," said Lee saw a dolen or inore active figures-_ and, to 
calmly. · his amazeznent, he saw that some of them 

And a,) the detective spoke, he took a were feminine figures! In a flash he knew 
step forward-and the anto1natic p;stol in his the truth. The boys and girls! They had 
hand gleamed in th~ b~ams of Jight. . not gone off to Fordiugbriclge, as he hnd 

"In cas,e ~-,ou'r_e th1nk1?' o~, a!1y fun~y bu,s1- _ believed-as they had stated-but, by pre­
ness-don t ! sai~ Dorne. l 1 org~t 1t. l m al'rangement with Neison Lee, they had ~omo 
anned, too, &.nd 1f you make any !alse· _n1ove, to this old house, and had surrounded 1t 1n 
I shall shoot. I'n1 not so squeamish as Lee. the distance-waitincr £01· s01ne such n1on1eut 
In fncr, I've had a good deal of experience as this. 0 

of .shooting reptiles." \Vhizz ! \Vhizzzz ! Thud! Thud! 
"\Vhat-wha t does th :s . 1nean?" panted "Go it!" vell~d a voice. "Co1ne on,·- girl~ 

Nerki, atte1npting, even then, to bluff. -you can do you1· bit, too!" 
"I'll tell you," \aid ~ec cr~sply. '.' Your Nerki and Ezra tried to get out; but thPy 

unfortunate dupe; I etrov1tch, 1s a pn:'°ner. were met by a deadly fusillade of snowball~. 
Your secrets ~1·e known to me? N erk1-_ the They were sn1othered from head to foot. 
clock, the n11crophones, the hidden wuc.s, blinded and the shower of snowballs con-
c,·erything ! And, although I have no official tinucd. ' -
warr~n~, I'm goix:ig to arrest you on a charge There was a rush of feet, a crashing slam, 
of cr1m1nal conspiracy. Added to that charge and the doors of the shed were closed and 
will be the more serious one of kidnapping. then locked ' 
Matters wi!l no ~oubt be straightened _out "Got 'em.!" sang out Jimmy Potts. "~Ir. 
at the pohce-stahon afterwards. I 1n1ght Lee was rirrht all along the line!" 
get into hot water for taking things into my 0 

own hands-but I'll take t.he risk. \Vhat aro 
you going to do-. act sensibly, and surrender, 
or--" 

"\:.,. ou haven't got 1no yet ! '' scrca1netl 
Nerld, mad with rage. 

Bi1t Nelson Lee had been right. Th:s 
b·ickster was no gunman. He 1nade no 
attempt to fire-for, indeed, he earl'ied no 
weapon. But, with a single leap, he fled 
backwards through the' doorway. 

Slain! 
At the same time he crashed the door to, 

arid shot two heayv bolts on the outside. 
Ile found Ezra beside him-pale, ~tricken. 

"We're too ]ate!" snarled Nerki. "Lee's 
here. 'l'he game's up! . Oul' only ,chance now 
is to bolt." 

He flung his hat aside-and hi.:; robe, too. 
Ezra, galvanised into action, leapt to the 
back door, and flung it open. They both 
knew that it would take Nelson Lee a con­
siderable time to smash the door down­
for it was of heavy oak. 'l'he window was 
fitted with iron bars. and thel'e was no escape 
that way. It would take many valnab!c 
ininutes to escape by the tunnel. And Nerki 
had a car. He and Ezra could get n good 

CHAPTER 9. 
Explanations. 

S O~IE of the excited boys dashed to the 
house, and Nelson Lee and the others 
were quickly l'eleased. Lee unm(!• 
diutcly took charge. 

A search of the house 1n·o,·ed tha ! 
there were no other crooks. Nerki and Ezl'a ... 
and Petrovitch worked all the "'stunts " be­
tween the three of the1n. 

Lee went out to the shed, and he fou:1d 
Nerld beaten. There was not an ounce ot 
fight in the man now. He had, indeed, shot 
his bolt. 

Both the prisoners were handcuffed. Ezra 
was nearly weeping, and he was wailing out 
that he had done nothing criminal. I-le was 
only Nerki's servant, and he had only obeyed 
orders. Nelson Lee ignored hin1. 

Nerki himself, to his credit, displayed son1e 
kind of futile dignity. 

"I am not fool enongh to make matters 
worse by making futile eff ol'ts to escape,~, 
he said quietly. "You have won. Lee. I 
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n1ight have known, fron1 the first, that yon 
would. For once vou cainc down here and 
took charge of the .. case I was beaten." 

"You should have thought of that earlier, 
1ny friend," said Lee. "If you had aban­
doned your folly some days ago and quietly 
disappeared, I doubt if Lady Bowers would 
have prosecuted. For she would never have 
been fully convinced you a.re the criminal 
you are. I an1 going to take you to }forest 
!louse now-and you are going to confront 
her." 

.A light of hope came into N'crki's eyes. 

., All right," he said quietly. "I am in 
yonr hands. You rnust do as you think fit." 

Before leaving Nerki's house, Lee had 
another look round. He made some interest­
ing discoveries. In some of the other sheds 
he found an extraordinary collect-ion of 
pigeons. They were highly-trained birds, 
and their feathers had been dyed jet black­
and their wings were cleverly faked so that, 
in the gloom, the pigeons almost exactly 
rescn1bled bats. So here- were the giant bats 
Archie Glenthorne had seen on his first visit! 

In another shed, confined in a cage, were 
t hrce little n1onkeys. They ,,·ere highly­
trained creatures. In a cupboard, near py, 
were s01ne quaint miniature head-dresses of 
hideous design. There was even clothing, 
too. Lee was convinced that these 1no11keys 
all dressed up-so that they rese1nbled gnomes 
ot· pixies-were used by Nerki. 'rhey were 
~ent out when visitors were expected-so that 
they would be seen. Handf orth & Co. had 
s<'en thern-and had been scared. 

The secret of the hollow tree was already 
known; and Lee found many of the hedgea, 
round and about. the house, fitted with cun- · 
ningly-concealed electric wires. These wires 
looked exactly like creepers, so cleverly were 
they faked. And, in places, there were dis­
guised electric lamps. The huninous eye3 

. which Archie had once beheld! 

darkness ca1ne," explained Lee. "The whole 
apparatus was then whisked back into its 
hiding place." 

"But doesn't that scen1 dashed nsky, o]d 
thing?" asked Archie sceptically~ u I 1nean, 
supposing there wasn't any handy black 
cloud? Clever as this blighter ·is, he couldn't 
wangle the clouds, could he ?" 

Nelson Lee sn1iled. 
"If there had been no cloud, I have no 

doubt that your attention would have been 
distract.ad in some other way;'' he replierl. 
"These fellows are up to all tho tricks, 
Archie. As for the voice, there's a loud­
speaker hidden in the witch's headpiece." 

Thero were loud-speakers, in fact, in several 
parts of the hedge. Everything was elec­
tri~ally operated; and in the house itself 
there was an elaborate radio set, with 1nany 
switches, which could be operated at wi11. 
Ncrki, sitting there, could fake all manner 
of "black inagic." It was Nelson Lee's 
belief that the "skeleton hands " not _yet 
spoken of had been operated by Ezra. Tho 
door, of course, was elcctric_ally controlled, 
and the curtains in that mystery roo1n were 
cunningly operated-as are the curtains of 
any magician's scene of operations. 

In the house, too, Lee found a strange 
black robe. In the folds of it were a nun1ber 
of concealed electric la1nps-so cunningly 
hidden that they were quite invisible, 
although they cast their light downwards at 
an angle. A miniature switchboard, at the 
waist, could operate these lighti,, so that any 
nu1nber of them could be brought into play 
at once. 

Herc was the explanation of that strange 
occurrence when Handforth & Co. had seen 
Nerki standing ·in the moonlight-and Nerki 
had cast no shadow. 

Actually, Nerki had cast a shadow, just 
the same as Handforth & Co.; but, by switch­
ing those 1ights on, he had illuminated hii 
shadow wit.h bluish light so that it was vir­

Orre hedge was particula1·ly interesting, for tually cut out. The )amps themselves had 
in what appeared to be a dense clump of im- been unseen by the boys; and, at a little 
penetrable brambles, a brilliant fake was dis- distance, it had seemed just as though Nerld 
covered. It was, in fact, the almost lifelike had cast no shadow at a1l. Like all conjur­
representation of a traditional witch. Hy ing hicks, the explanation was childishly 
m(\ans of concealed rods it could be lifted simple. _ 
silently upwards, out of the hedge top, when On that occasion, too, Handforth had di:3-
trailing garments would float eerily in the covered that Nerki's footprints suddenly 
breeze. It was, in fact, a t1,.te niagician'i ceased. But it was obvious enough that 
"prop," and operated by electricity. Nerki, thinking, perhaps. that Handforth 

"Frightfully ridic., really," said Archie would return, had smoothed over the snow, so 
Glenthorne, with a sniff. "This is the bally that his footprints. were no- longer in e,·i­
thing which gave me such ,;f. .. frightful turn dence. Anothe1· simple dodge, eqnaily 
when I first. visited Ner!\t~)3ut how did it baffling at the time, and equally siinple of 
inanage to disappear, l\fr. 'Ji!ree? What· about explanation. 
the hidec-us cackle, too, which son1ewhat Indeed, once one piece of trickery was dis-
ruined the night?,, covered, everything else was revealed. 

"There's no mystery nbout either, Archie," Ncrki's only chance of keeping up the ganwJ 
1·eplied Nelson Lee. '' Didn't soine black was to defy discovery. Fraudulent sphitualist 
clouds suddenly obscure the 1noon just after mediu1ns practised for months-years-and ·an 
the ' witch ' had co1nmenced her journey on their effects have been produced by tho 
tho broom?" silnplest and crudest of· devices. · And then, 

'' Good gad, yes," said Archie, with a suddenly, soinething has gone wrong-some-
stnrt. • • body has become suspicious. Like the falling 

'' _.\.ctually the ' apparition ' n1ereJy rose o! a house of cards, the fake medium's tricks 
up fron1 the hedge, started off, and then the have been exposed. · 
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It was just the fm1ne with !\(•rki_. the Sor-
, cerer-but Nerki wa~ far ('lC'Yl'rer than the 

a Vl'rage "dud " mediurn. 

T HE daylight was sh·engthcuiug when the 
party nrri\·ed at :Forest Hou::e. Nelson 
Lee took his pri~oners hv road ; and 
that procession, as it nia\·ched along. 

was a quaint one. Ncrki and his assistant, 
· in handcuffs, led. the way, with Nelson Let>. 
And behind came the yonug gue~ts of Fore~t 
House. At last thev were fceliug safe. '11he 
"haunting " was o,· .. cr. ·. 

Lord Dorrhnore had left the main party, 
and had gone back, alone, through the 
tunnel. • He was going to f~t<'h Irene and 
the boys, and b1·ing the third prisoner up 
the iron ladder. 

In fact, when the n1ain party· arri\·ecl, the 
front door was standiug wid0 open. and Lord 
Dorrimorc iYas thcr~. His owu journey had 
been shorter. · 

"Everything's all right,~, he said. "That 
Russian chap is lockC'd in oue of the cellars. 
Irene has gone upstairs to arouse her Jady­
~hip, nn' she'll be here ·at any n1irn!te. ~, 

"That was a good idc·a," said Nelson Lee. 
'' I'n1 glad Irene WC'nt to Lady Bowers. For 
her ladyship believed that Irene was dead­
killed b_y the spirits. · And the girl's presence 
in the fle~h will do 1nuch t.o lC'ssc·n the grc-ater 
shock which is to i1nmediateh· follo,,·." .. 

They were all crowding into tlte hall no\\·J 
and at that momc11t Lady Bowers he1·self, · 
fully -dressed, came almost running along the 
landing and .then do,rn the stair,;:;. Irene was 
l\·ith he1·. 

11 1\lr. Lee!'' cr.iecl Aunt En3taeia. "\Yhat 
does this n1ean? Thank Hea \·en the gh·l is 
safe! She has been telling nie son1e extra­
ordinary things-- Oh! \\"hat-what do(•s 
this 1neau?" 

"I am afraid it n1cans that Nerki is a 
l1andcuffed prisoner," replied Lee quiet I~·. 
"I ha \'C broughL hin1 here, Lady Bowers, be­
cause I think it is necessary that vou should 

. have your eyes completely '"and fufly opC'nC'd. 
This n1an is nothing but a cheat and nn iln­
postor. His one aim has been to hoodwink 
you-and I do not doubt that he has b0en 
attempting to obtain n1onc•y fron1 yon.,: 

"Nerki-Ne1·ki ! I cnnnot belie,·e it!·~ ex­
claiined Lady Bowei·s,. as she ran down. · 

Fortunately, Nerki hin1self, by his Yery 
,Yords, convinced her. 

"\\:-hat's the ·good?~' he· asked, ahnof--t 
roughly .. "Can't we get this over and done 
"·ith? Do you think I like standing here,· 
with these -things on 1n_y wrists-and with all 
these boys and girls looking on? l'n1 
through, and I know it. If I saw any loop­
hole, I'd tnke it.. But I'm through." 

As Aunt Eustacia stood staring in 
stupefaction at Ncrki, Arc-hie Glenthorne 
a.lmost murmured, • I told ~-on so '; hut he 
was far too much of a sportsman to do so. 

"Then-then you admit that it was nil­
trickery?" hsked her ladyship. "The haunt­
ing of this house-the i:.ma~hing of the fnr­
nitn re-the elemental--" 

'· Ii I had ~ou alo1:,·. Lad\· Do\\"ers, I would 
talk to you in a <liffe.rcnt- \\'ay_. ~-· said Xerki, 
"ith astonis-hing fraukne(..~. "But ~:Ir. Lee 
is hc.-rc, listening to e,·ery word I say. I 
u1ight be able to dceeive you, but I can't 
deceive him. So what's the use? \Ve'rc just 
wasting thne. If I'm to be taken to the 
}Joi ice-station, why c·an ·t I be taken? You're 
going to prosecute 1ne. aren't you?" 

"This is dreadful r' mnrn1ure<l Archie's 
aunt. .. And I thought No, no! I 
won ·t proseC'n tc. Let hitn go, ~Ir. Lee! Oh, 
that n11y nrnn could he so deceitful, so 
wicked! Bnt no. I won't prosecute. It would 
be too. too awful." 

"Got your key, Lee~.. a.sked !\crki, hold­
ing out hb wrists. 

"Oh, no, 1ny f i'iend, you 're not going to 
get away as easily .a~ that,~~ l'eplied Lee 
gri1nly. "Lady Bower.~, I'1n afraid I must 
in5ist upon ~-ou proseenting this n1an. There 
is not 0111:r :vour5elf to t.liink about-there are 
other~. ife" has duped 1nauy sueh ladies as 
yotn·8elf. l\Iany gentleH1eu, too. His visitors, 
during the 1a~t few n1onths, have been 
nu1nerou~. l)o not, I beg of ~·on, imagine 
tlrn t you will be ~e!ldin te a fin,t offender to . ~ . . . 
})l'lSOll . .. 

,'" \Yhrit do Yon mC'an. :\.Ir. Lee?" asked 
Aunt Eu~tac-i,~. lookiug· at hin1 in wonder. 

"I n1e•an. that this rnan is not Professo1· 
Ivan Nerld ·at all," replied Nehon Lee. 11 The 
name, I will ad1nit, ia picturesque. But his 
real ua1ne i~ Rod Davenhy, and he hails fron1 
8pringfield, Illiuoi~, in the -Cnitecl Stnt~s of 
_.\mericn." · 

Nerki started, and thE.>n he shrugged. 
"Clever guy, are11't you, Lee?" he asked 

Lit.terh·. 
"Fo~r son1e Years Rod Davenhv was known 

ns one of th~ 1nost rC'markable"' spiritualistic 
n1('(lh11ns," continued Lee. "He did things 
011 a big scale; his .seance chan1bers were 
<'olossal in their extravagance and their 
luxury. Hut. in 1924, at a sensational seance 
at Jersey City, he was exposed by news­
paper 1nen, ancl he wa~ sentenced to fh·o 
~·ears' iinprisonment. I have taken the 
troubl() to look up his reC'ord-for I recog­
nisC'cl hi1n as soon as I saw hi1n without his 
beard. If you care to go to Scotland Yard, 
tlH•y will tell you that Davenby was put in 
JH"ison in 1918 for forging a- cheque; he was 
in prison again in 1921, for forming a fraudu­
lent co1npany to build a great institution for 
the furtheraucc of spiritualisrn--" 

"I-I have heard enough." said Lady 
Bow()rs faiuth·, "Pleas(), ~Ir. Lee!" 

I-ler eyes wei·e wide open, and she knew that. 
thC' an1iahle .Ai-~·hie 11ad bc•(•n right frorn the 
very first. 

I T wns found · that there we1·e some serret 
switches down below in that old crypt. 
Ncrki had tapped the electric wires, and 
it. was vossible for hi1n to dim and 

extingui~h nny. lights he pleas.eel. 
Nc.-lson Lee al.so found a <'ttnning de\·ice, 

son1cthing aftc-r the fa$hion of an clcctro-
(Con tin ucd c,n 7;a{1c 44.) 

• 
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Full Of Long Laughs-This Rousing Story Of St. Frank's! 

COCK O' THE 
ALK! 

Edward Oswald Handforth is junior skipper of St. Frank's. But ~s a~kipper he 
is a hopele~s failure. All the schemes that have been concocted to force him to 
resign have met with failure, ~nd ha~e made Randy all the more determined to 
stick to his post. Now comes the question:" What can the Remove do now?" 

Reggie Pitt's Idea. "H E'S worse than ever!" said Doyle 
indignantly. ''It doesn't mattel' 
what we do, we can't squash hirn. 
He's cYen 1nore violent, a11d he 

\\"on't tell us anything about the football 
fixtures, or anythiug." 

"\Ve can't kiek hi1n out, an<l we can't 
niakc him resign!" said Fullwood desperately. 
., So what the dickens uro we going to do? 
Ile's getting on our nerv~s !" 

•• ... .\bsolutely !" said .. 4rchie G]enthorne with 
a nod. "I don't like to say it, but the old 
fright is absolutely ~ smud_ge on the good 
old face of the Remove! Life, I n1ean, is 
becorning too <lashed ghastly for words! We 
go thithe1·, and we go thither, and this foul 
chappie haunts us like a family spectre!'' 

l{eggie Pitt grinned. 
"It's chiefly our own fault," he said. "\Ye 

haven't used the right tactics." 
.. There aren't any n1ore tactics!" growled 

J)oyle. "\V c\·e used 'em all up!" 
'' Don't you believe it!" s1niled Reggie. 

"\Vhat. about our little experience a quarter 
of an hour ago? Two of you f cllows went 
into I-Jandy's office and ca1ne out in a state of 
\\Tef'kagc. I went• in. anrl came out whole." 

",Jnst your luck!" said Bob Christine. 
"\'" PS, you ha,I a ta Rte of hiin, too. didn't 

you':'' ~aid Reggie. '· But it wasn't luck, 

Bob-it was tact. Haudy is one of the· best 
chaps in the world at heart, but since he 
became skipper he's 1nade hi1nself nbout as 
popular as a p1·efect at a dorinitory spread. 
He's lost his balance, you know. This 

_captaincy h~s got into his head, and his n1ind 
is filled with one idea. I-Ie thii1ks he's a 
dictator, and that he's got to dictate. He 
thinks the whole Ren1ove is against hin1, and 
that his only policy is to use force. He was 
always a forceful bounder." 

"Then · what the dickens can we do?" 
den1a11ded · Fullwood. 

They were standing in the .l\ncient I-louse 
lobby, discussing· the fresh situation, and 
wondering how they could achieYe the end 
they desired-the deposing of Edward Oswald 
Handforth. . 

"\Vha t can we do?'' repeated Reggie.­
" \Ye can use tact. \Ve've been blind, 1ny 
sons. Instead of taking a lesson from Church 
and ::\IcClure, we've used our own 1nethods, 
an<l llandy is jw~t ~s arrogant as eyer. Ht.~ 
knows we ,vant to get rid of hi1n, so ho 
iueant to stick in power." 

"In that ca::;e, ,,'"c'c.l bette1· tell hi1n to ho]J 
the captaincy!" said J)oylc sarcastical1y. 

•· Exact Iv!" 
"\Vhat i" gasped the juniors. 
"That's the exact idea!" gTinned Heggie. 
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"You know what a contrar,• mule he is. If 
he thinks we all want hi1;1 as skipper, his 
one desire will• be to abandon us., aud leaYe 
tliS in the lurch." . 

"It's too . l'isky," said Fullwood, &inking 
his head. "These things don~t always pau 
out in practice. If we do u thing like that, 
he'll only be tnore triumphant than eyer, nnd 
,re shall have done ourselv(l>S in." 

Reggie Pitt was quite serene. 
"Of cottrse, we shall haYe to do it cun­

ningly," he ,vent on. "I've· got a few ideas 
in my head -now·-and if they can only be 
welded together properly, we ought to be 
able to knock Handy off his perch. But the 
first thing to do is to tl'y a lit.tic esperiment." 

"An experiment?" 
• ~', Yes/' nodded ·Reggie. "I ~han't tell you 

· \\·hat it is ·yet. If it succeed8, I'll go uhead 
with my plan-and if I know anythin~ abont 
Handy, it_ will s~t~ce~d. \\"e'll _!50 to·h1s ?ffic·_e 
uow as a deputation, and ask ·him· to reHg11. ·' 

"l\'.ly hat!" snicl Fullwood, ~taring; "Is 
that what vou call an idea r' 

"Yes-a1id I don't apologise for it." 
"But, you idiot, haven't Wf' tried it 

Lefore?" asked De \:ralerie. '"Haven't we 
asked him to resign scores of t in1es? Ha \~en ·t 
we sent deputations to hin1--'.' 
~ "But this one's different.'~ iuterrnpted Pitt. 
"You won't see much difference, perhaps, 
nnd you'd better be prepared for ructions. 
But I'll do the talking. and it. won't be 1nany 
hours before l;ou see the results. Thev won't 
come at once-they'll develop during the 
cYcning." 

Reggie· Pitt had succeeded in n1ystifying 
his companions, but he would · not go into 
nny explanations. So the deputation ,\·as 
formed, and off it niarched to 1-Iauclforth's 
office. 

Pitt halted, and ha1nn1ered on the door. 
\Vi thin, Handforth & Co. looked. up. Edward 
Oswald -f1·owncd, but his clunns expressed 
their relief. An interruption was just what 
they requil'ed, for it ,vould give them an 
excuse to escape. 

'' Co1ne in!" said Handforth gruffly. 
'Ihe deputation went in, and there was 

just sufficient room for it on the outer side 
of the barrie1·. 

"\Vhat's ull this?" a~ked Ilandforth 
suspiciously. -

" Just a little deputation,'' ~aid Pitt gently. 
"I see you've got a new gadget for your 
wireless, Handy." 

"You fathead-this is a typewriter!" said 
llandforth. 

"Sorry!'' said Pitt cahnly. "I th0_ught it 
,vas a condenser, or a new kind of loud 
speaker, or something .. So you're going in 
for typewriting? I'm not at all surprisea­
it's just . n·hat we might have expected." 

"\Vhat do you n1ean ?" asked Handforth, 
glaring. 

"1\fy clear chap, you 1nustn't blame us for 
taking these things for g-ranted," snid 
Reggie with a smile. "Aren't you alwavs 
up to date? Always bobbing ur with tl1e 
,·cry Ja test? .A:id now that yon re skipper, 
you sec1n to be n1orc abreast ·of the tin1es 

than eYcr. You~rc certainly full of go, old 
1nan/' 

Har~dforih thawed, and shrugged his 
!:boulders. 

"A Forn1 captain has got to always be on 
the go," he ngreecl. 

"That's· just the trouble!'~ n1urmured Full• 
wood. "\\' e onlv wish you were on the go, 
Handy! But you're not-~·ou stick in one 
place!" 

"Don't take an,;; noti~/' advised Pitt. 
"\Ye rep1·csent the .. RemoYe, llandy. \Vc',·o 
just come along to put a few facts before 
~~ou, and_ "·e \\·ant a fair hearing. Every 
.14-,onn captain ought to grant his critics a 
fair hearing·." 

"Critics?" snapped Handforth aggressiYcly. 
"\Yell, :you can't get away from the fa.ct 

that the bulk of the fellows are discontented," 
said Pitt sorrowfully. .. The~· don't 1nind you 
Leing 8kipper so inuch. Handy, but they 
don't like nil thif. display.~' 

"\Yhat di~plhy ?" 
'"'\Yell, this office, antl your 1uethods, ,, re­

r,lied Pitt. "You 8ee1n to think that a 
captain of a Fonn is like the captain of a 
ship. You're the uia8tc-r, and we're the 

·crew. 'fhat seems to he your attitude." 
"So it · is!" :igreed Handforth gi-i1nly. 

,: Anything else?" 
'· Before Jong you 'II c·xpeet us to call you 

Captain IIandforth, and ~ulute you every 
time -we come near yon ! '' went on Reggie 
in a co1nplaining voice. ,: You'll be order• 
in~ us outside for clre~~ inspection, or son1c­
tlung !" 

Hai1dfol'th started. 
·· There's no telling ,rhat I'll do,:, he re­

plied cla 1·kly. "Any ho\\:. I'n1 captain. 80 
yrJu'd bette•: understand that l'in not here to 
listen to any n1ol'e rot. If you want trouble, 
just 1nakc a few more complaints." 

Reggie Pitt grinned. 
"\Vell, as we shall get trouble in any case, 

it won't 1nake much difference," he said. 
6'The fact is, IIandy, there's a growing feel­
ing in the Form that it .would be a ripe idea 
for you to resign. Perhaps yon don't thiuk 
n1neh of it. though?'• 

·• You silly chump: 1'1n not re.signing fu1• 
nnvbodv !'' 

'' Not if we ask vou with tears in our 
e,·es '?" .. 

.. "1· wou't re.sign if you all go down on your 
knees and beg n1e to I" retorted Handforth 
curtly. "You elected me, and I got every 
Yote in the Form. There's never been an 
elect.ion like it before-I swept the board!"' 

"Yes, _rou ass, but that "·as only a spoof,'' 
snorted Fullwood angrily. "If you had un 
ounce of sc-nse, you'd know that we're all 
fed-up with you. ·Yon'Ye either got to resign, 
or wc'IJ-" 

"Steadv. old nu& n," interrupted Pitt. 
"After a11, it's for Handy to say. If he 
doesn't want to resign, there's an end of it. 
Our only course is to aceept the inevitable 
and do our duty." 

"Our duty?" repeat~d the deputation. 
,: 0£ cour::ie !" said Reggie. ,; Our dut.v to 

the captain. Jf "·e onlv please him, he'll 
probably show· us that ,,·c\·e been misjudg-
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ing hirn. He "·on't resign, so we'Jl try to be that evening,· and the rou1· of. cheering 
Joyal to hin1. Good old Handy! Always startled him. He hadn't expected it. In 
sticking to your guns, •and always finn ! fact, he hadn't expected to find 1nnny fellows 
Dash 1t aJI, they're qualities we can't help present. He certainly had called this rneet­
adn1iring !" ing, but the Reinove had a habit of ignoring 

'' If you're rotting-" began Handforth. his orders. 
"Rotting?" repeated Pitt, pained. "My He had just ]ooked in to ascertain the 

dear chap, haven't I shown you how earnest absentees, only to find - that there weren't. 
I am? You're the captain-you're at the any! \Vith Church and McClure, just be­
helm of the Remove. We want to be able hind hin1, the entire Remove was present! 
to come to our skipper with our little ~s far as Hanrlforth's amazed eyes could 
troubles. We want to ask him for advice, see, there wasn't one absentee. 
and to guide us into the h1.1e path of right. "lly only hat!" -he n1uttered dnzed)y. -
\Ve need harn1ony in the Form. So if you A full meeting was surprising enough, but 
intend to cling ·to the captaincy, we can onl~,. this enthusiastic cheering was even inore 
1·esign ourselves and knuck)e under. You're extraordinary. Another fe11ow n1ight hnvo 
the great n1an, and we're only _your subjects." suspected something~ But Handforth, after 

Handforth smiled rather indulgent.ly. the fil'st mon1ent of stupefaction, jnn1ped to 
"I didn't know you had so - much sense, the conc1usion that the Remove was at ]ast 

Pitt,'' he said with frank surprise. appreciating him at his trua worth! 
"\Ve're always learniug- things," replied He had been expecting this all along; he 

Reggie. "Of cour~e, at the sarne titne, it - had been wondering why the fellows had 
would be heaps better if yon resigned, old failed to come up to the scratch. Surely 
111an.'' they couldn't hope for a- inore energetic 

"\Vhat ?" skipper than he? And at last they realised 
"Speaking quite candidly, the Remove is it! 

just about fed-up to the neck with you," said Reggie 1 Pitt had counted upon this charae­
Reggie coolly. "The Remove is so tired of terist.ic of Handforth's to the full. It was 
you that it hasn't got much strength left. so easy to pull his Jeg ! 
As. a skippper, you're a rank failure, and "All right-all right!" roared Handforth, 
several kinds of a dud. It's high time you as he strode down the hitll towards the raised 
were knocked off your perch!" platforin. · "Don't n1ake ·so much noise, 

Handfo1·th uttered such a bellow of rage you chu1nps ! I want this 1nceting to bo 
that Pitt beat a hasty retreat, and the de- peaceful and serious. I've · got son1e new 
putation scuttled into the passage. Then it ideas." 
hurried off to the lobby onee 1norc-where it "Hurrah ! '' 
was coinparatively safe. Pitt was looking ·· Let's hear the1n, Handy!''. 
highly satisfied. But his cornpanions were Edward Oswald n1ounted the· platfonn and 
flushed "·it.h in1patience and indignation. fnced the throng. And a Jpss innocent fellow 

"Is that what you call srnart ?~' asked than ho might easily have been deceived. 
Fullwood fiercely. There wasn't· a sign of dissension.· All the 

"l\Iy dear fellow--" juniors in the hall were looking eager and 
"You just went there - to be funny!" excited, and their ent1n,sias1n had the sta1np 

snapped Fullwood, his eyes glittering. "But of sincerity. Reggie Pitt was highly de­
what, else could we expect fro1n a West lighted h).· the ~oyal way in which the Ren10\"C 
House lunatic? ,vhat on earth was the idea' was backing hnn Hp. . 
of wasting_ all that tin1e kidding Handforth "Oentlernen--~: began Hundforth. 
and achieving nothing?. You knew jol1y wo11 :', ~ea~·, hear!" ., 
he'll never agree to res1g11 !" (10 it, I-Iandy !· 

"Peace, 0 loud one!" said Reggie quietlv. "Gentlen1en--'' 
"You iuay not see tf1e inner workings of tile ··Hurrah!" 
idea yet, but I ·don't expect t-00 much fro1n "Uentle1nen-'' 
... .\ncient House chaps. \Ve all know they're "13ravo !" 
rather weak-111incled-" _ '"A1n I going to sp~ak, or ain I not.?" 

"Sn1ash hiin !" roared the .A.ncient House roared Handforth, glaring. "If any fathead 
juniors. interrupts, I'Jl chuck hin1 out of the 1neet-

" You can't touch me-I've got my fingers ing ! 1'111 here to announce son1e new ideas, 
crossed," said Pitt calmly. '' Joking aside, and I'in not going to be interrupted!" 
though, that Jittle · deputation wasn't so The Remove becaine obediently silent, as 
objectless as you might think. Wait, iny though awed. 
)ads! Just ,vait until after tea, and your "I'n1 the capt-ain !" roared Handforth~ 
uncle won't disappoint you." ,varining up to his work. "The captain of 

And they had to be satisfied with t-hat- any_ ship is the supre1ne master of his crew! 
although they were 1nore puzzled than ever. What liappens if a member of that cre,v 

Handforth's New Policy! 
''HURRAH!" 

.. Here he is!" 
"Speech, Handy, speech!" 
Edward Oswald Handforth paused 

just inside the doorway of the Lecture Hall 

mutinies? He's dealt with drastically 1 So 
take warning, n1y ]ads! If there's any sign 
of mutiny, there'll be big troub]e. I'm 'the 
captain, and you're ihe crew. That's under­
stood!'' 

" • .c\ sound argu1nent, old 1nan ! " said Reggie 
Pitt heartily. 

"I-I ear, hear!"· 
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"Au<l there's son1cthi11g el:-c· !~' continued 
1-Iandfoi'th. '' 801nething I thought of· this 
c-..-euiug. The captain of the ship is cutitled 
to respect, and he gets it. A 1nen1ber of his 
crew doesn't go up to hi1n and say ' Hov; a re 
You; Jones?' He calls hi1n ' Captain Jones '! 
Aud that's what you\·e got to call me, or I'll 
kuow the reasou why! l'1n cartnin of the 
l 1orm, and from this 1ninnte I 1n going tu 
be known as- Captain 1-landfol't.h !'" 

"It's working·!" breathed Jaek Grc-y 
ecstaticully. 

"Dry up, you ass!" 1nu1Tnl11'etl Pitt . 
"Didn't l say it would?" , 

"So, from 110w on, yQ1.1 've got to c-all nJe 
' captain ' whenever yon address 1ne," ·said 
Handfort.h, highly satisfied with the Remove's 
attitude. "I've made up my mind on this 
point, and I'm going to be hard nnd fa~t- in 
enforci1ig it. At the first sign of disrespect 
I shall net firmly!" 

"You're the ca·ptain, 
shouted Reggie prompt)~·. 
Go ahead!" 

"H· I h 1" ,l, 1a, a . 

!=O w~~ll obey!'-' 
u All right, cap'n ! 

- "All· right, captain ! ., roared the RemoYc. 
llan<lforth fotind it rather difficult to con­

tinue for a moment. He had never really 
anticipated that that suggestion of his would 
be put into operation. He had anticipated 
a storm of derision, nnd had already glowed 
at . the thought of wiping up a few of ~he 
objectors. But there was Hobody to wipe 
up! -

·· "\ ... ou-von n1can ~·ou agree to it:.. he 
usked bla1ikh·. 

"Agree t~ what, captai11 ?"" a~ked Full­
wood. 

'· About calling n1e- \Yhy. y0s. of 
course!" said .Hanclforth hastilY. "You 
can't do anything else but agree~"' 1ny lads! 
You're just beginning to nnder:stnnd that 
1ny ii-on rule is 1na<le of conl'rete ! Ifs hard 
aud fast!" 

"Ha, ha, ha ! " 
"8ileuce !" thundered l-Iandforth. '· \'fhat 

do ·the _ n1cmbers of a ship's ere,,· do when 
they happen to meet their skipper? ... L\.nswe1· 

· n1c that! \Vhat do thev do?" 
"Salute hin1, I suppose,,,- said Reggie Pitt 

innocentiy. 
"\:.es!" roared 1-Iandforth. '· ThPv salute 

him! And you fellows hav0 got to saint~ 
1ne ! I'm the captain of this Fonn, nnd 
l'\·e got to have that token of re8pect fron1 
all of you! In future, you'll trnlute when~vcr 
,·ou see 1ne ! " 
.. "You're n1acl !"' 

'"'You're getting worse eYery day, Handy!" 
But the forgetful fellow5, who shouted 

their real thoughts, w~re drowned by the 
shouts of mock. appro,·nl. The Lecture I-Iall 
was a scene of wildly-exaggerate-cl en­
thusias1n for a minute or two. 

•• There's just one que~tion, Captain IIand­
forth," said Pitt, during a lull. "HnYe I 
your pcrn1ission to ask a question?': 

"\: ... es, if it's not nervy!" said Handforth 
suspiciously. . ' 

'' I wouldn't be nerYv with Yon. captain." 
l'Cl)lied Pitt; with an ah· of ~hockc:cl surprisC', 

and :::,:lutiug at the :-:tine 1nomer!t. '' ·You say 
ii1at- we'ye got to ah\·,1y~ :-a:uie you? \Ve 
\\·ant to get this clear.·· 

'· 1.·ou'Ye got to :;;a?ute nie t•\·ery ti1nc yon 
t . k , . }J:1.-:s me auc CYery tnn~ you spea · to n1c, · 

::-aid liandforth Joftilv. ·• 1~ that clear 
e11ough ?" · ~ 

'· And You'll ~alu.te liHck ?"·· a~kec.l Pitt. 
11

:--. It"" b k 9 '' ~a u c nc ·. · 
"Ev·er)· ship'.3 captain ucknowledges the 

salutes of his .crew/' cxpktiued Pitt. .. That's 
_a recognised custo1n--~~ 
. - "Don't be a chun1p !" iuterrnpted lland­
forth gruffiv. "Of course. I shall nd\'.now .. 
ledge every., salute! \Vhat do you take 1ne 
for? That point's settled." 

"\-e5, captain·!" said Pitt, saluting. 
'' Ha~ ha, ha!" · 
"Not so much noi~e ! " roared ilandfort h. 
.. N t . . I,, l cl th R 1 ·o, cap a1n. c· 1oruse e en10,·e, 

saluting. 
Hnnctforth ·was ~o astonished that he neg­

lectecl -to acknowledl!e it, but, as the idea 
was his own, he wotiid prohably get into the 
habit iu time. He was full of eagerness to 
get on to the next point. 

'· Starting with to-n1orrow morning_, there's 
going to be a dnil~· inspection!" he con­
tinued grimly. '' I'm not satisfied with the 
appearance of sorr1e of you chaps! l\Iost of 
you are all right-and one or two go to tho 
other extre1ne. But there's too much sloven­
liness-too many dirty collars and baggy 
trousers. So I'n1 ,zoing to hold a daily dr~s 
i11spectiou in the \\·est Square. Eight-thirty, 
prouipt '. ~u dtJll~t furg('t tO-IllOlTOW 
1norni11g :·• 

"Order~· are orderf'.', <·aptain!" said Pitt, 
saluting-. '· I'll tell l\Ir. Stok()s that breakfast 
will lu~ ve to be ulterec1. At lrnlf-past eight 
we're nil in the diuing-hall, but that cau 
e·asil.r be ultered-" . 

"Eh?'' interrupted Hanclforth with a start. 
"HaJf-past eight? !\ly hat! I'd forgottcu 
about breakfast! \re'll . sa~· a quarter-past 
nine. and lea,·e it at that. Re1nc1nber-11iuc­
(iftC'en in the \Yest 8qunre '.., 

"Hear, hear!~: 
., Good old Hand forth:" 
"Say the word, old rnan, a1Jd we'll agree 

to anything!•' 
The Rerno,·e exJH'(•: ... ~ed it5 approYal with 

exaggerated heartiness. 
'' You see how peaceful this n1eeting is?" 

went on Handforth i1npressively. "Instead 
of opposing rnc, you're agreeing "·ith 1ne. 
Look at the result-nothing but har1nony all 
along the line! As captain of the Form, I 
rP~ard 111vself as a leader and a pal. And if 
nn~· of l:Ou ha\·e any little troubles, bring 
the1n to 1ne, and I'll settle the1n for ):ou." 

"Good old skipper!" 
"If vou can't agree in an argun1()nt. briug 

the argument to Jne, aud I'll polish it off," 
said Handforth geiwrously. "If you need any 
help, I'in here to help yon! If you're in 
trouble. confide in rne. I hold that n Forrn 
captain. hns son1ething else to think of besides 
sports. 1-Ie's the Fonn's g-uicling star! He's 
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got to lead the Fol'ln in the way it should go! 
~o if you con1e to n1e with your wonies and 
J)roblen1s, I'll settle then1 for you. <Jome 
when you like, and as often as you like. 
You'll ueYer be ref used." 

"Is that a pron1ise, captain?" asked Pitt, 
saluting. · 

.. Yes, it is-a promise!'' said Haudforth 
stiffiy. "Do you expect a Form captain to 
utter hollow words? I've always n1eant what 
·I've said, and I mean what I say now!" 

" Hea1·, hear!" 
"Good old guide and philosopher!" 
"Hurrah!" 
'' Three cheers for Captain Handforth 1" 
... .c\nd the meeting broke up an1id scenes of 

renewed enthusiasm. 
"Y cs, how sha11 we benefit?" dernanded 

Hubbard. • 
"Hear, hear!" 
0 Steady on!" warned Pitt. "This idea is 

a corker. All you've got to do is to do 
exactly as Handforth has ordered, and he 
will soon be sick of the captaincy! But 
we can't jaw here-he'll probably oycrhear 
llS.H 

And the puzzled Remoye went indoors­
so1ne into the West House, and some into 
the Ancient House. Within half an hour, 
however, Pitt had been round to the ,-a:rious 
sutdics, and the f u11 n1eaning of the plot 
was n1adc clear. 

Reggie Pitt had made a true shot-and by 
all appearances, Handforth was booked for a 
rather lively twenty-four hours! 

Not Quite So Good! 

CECIL DE VALERIE ca1ne hurrying 
down the Ren1ove passage just as 
Handforth was crnerging fron1 Study 
D. He saluted smartly, and passed 

on. IIandforth started after hirn. 
"I say, that's a bit too bad, Handy," 

protested Church. 
"Eh? \Vhat's too bad?" 
"\Vhy, )'OU didn't acknowledge his salute," 

said Church. 
"By George, no!" said Handforth with a 

start. "I'd forgotten!'' 
"Forgotten?'! echoed Church, aghast. 

'' You, the captain! You can't kid 111c like 
that, old son." . 

"Nunno! I-I mean--" 1-Iandforth 
paused in confusion and glared. "And none 
of your ' old son '! · And none · of your 
• Handy '! Haven't I told you to address me 
ns captain, blow you?" 

"Yes, captain," said Church humbly. 
"Just because you're n1y study chums, 1'111 

not going to have you taking advantage of 
n1e !" . 

"No, captain!" 
"You two fellows are just as much in the 

Re1nove as the rest!" snapped Handforth. 
"So don't forget it! And I'm not permitting 
:1 ny laxity !" 

•• No, captain!" said his chnn1s in one . 
voice. 

"That's sctt]ecl ! " 

"Yes, captain!" 
" ... .c\nd I don't want any rot!" growled 

Handforth. 
"No, captain!" 
"Don't keep saying ' No, captain," and 

' Yes, captain '!" roared Handforth exas­
peratedly. "And don't keep messing about 
with your arms! What's the idea of pushing 
then1 up and down like that?" 

"We're saluting, captain," explained 
Church. 

.. Saluting?" gasped Hanclforth. "OhJ I 
forgot-" 

"Yes, and you haven't acknowledged ns 
once,u complained l\'IcClure bitterly. "We're 
mernbers of your crew, captain, and we've 
got to obey orders!" he added with another 
salute. ." Th?t's what you told us, captain, 
and we're doing it!" 

"Yes, captain,'' said Church, saluting in 
h1111. 

Hnndforth breathed hard and saluted 
twice. 

"All right-but there's no need tp n1nke 
such a fuss," he growled. ; "Of course, you're 
right, now I come to think of it. And I 
like to see you fellows practising obedience 
for once." 

Fullwood came by and -~1nartly saluted. 
"l\ly only hat!" breathed Handforth. 
He acknowledged the salute long after Full. 

wood had passed, and l\'as just in time to 
salute back to Archie Glenthorne, \Vatson, 
Russel1, and Brent as they ·went down the 
passage, one after the other. Handforth's 
ann was kept going briskly. 

"By George! This is jol1y good!" he said 
with satisfaction. "They're all obeying m'­
orders without question! J)idn't ·l always tell 
you chaps thnt I'd make them eat out of my 
hand before I'd done?" 

"Yes, captain," Eaid Church, saluting. 
Ifanclforth saluted back grudgingly. 
"\Vell, you stay here-I don't want you 

with n1e, saluting me every ~iddy time you 
8peak, ': he growled. "!'m going to fetch my 
typewnter, and I'm going to do some work! 
l\fy hat! The time's getting on, too!" he 
added anxiously. "I was going to type the 
first ten pages of that manuscript this 
Cvenin,.,. too 1" · t-,' • 

'"\Vhich manuscript, captain?" asked 
l\IcC]ure, saluting. 

"Eh?" said Edward Oswald, raising his 
hand to his head. .. It's none of ·your busi­
ness! You'd better go to the Common-room 
-both of you! I don't want to be bothered 
with you!" 

He did not want the1n to know that he 
had promised to type a story for Irene 
l\lanncrs of Moor View School nnd get it 
finished before Tuesday. 

He strode off and went. to his office. But 
before he got to the end of the passage he 
passed no fewer than ten different Remove 
fellows, and every one saluted him in strict 
obedience to his orde1-s. And ,vhereas they 
only snluted once each. Handforth was obliged 
to salute ten times. But he didn't notice this 
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Jittle detail at present. His chief sensation 
was one ·of supreme satisfaction. 

He carried his typewriter out of the office 
and went back to Study D. The passage 
seemed to be swarming with fellows to-night. 
Ile no sooner came along than study doors 
opened up and down the corridor, and the 
juniors caine along, and eve1·ybody saluted 
him, whether they spoke or not. Quite a 
nu~ber addressed hi1n as "caJJtain.'' much to 
his satisfaction. But by_ the tirne he had got 
iuto his study with the tvpewriter his arms 
were aching-his left arm., fro1n carrying the 
typewriter, and his right ann fro1n ·: the effects 
of· continuous saluting. · -

" Thank goodness for some peace!" he mut­
tered, as he sat down at the table with the 
typewriter in front of hi1n. "Now I can get 
busy on this· job for. Irene! Once I get the 
hang of this giddy machine,.__,, 

The door opened, and De Valerie looked in. 
"Got the 1·ight time, captain?" he asked, 

salut.ing. ; · 
''Eh?" 
"Tho right tin1C', captain?" said De 

_\1aleric·~ repeating ·the n1ovcmcnt.. 
, '' \Vhat's the matter with .the sC'hool clock?" 

demanded Handforth. 
"Nothing that I know of, captain, but I 

thought I'd better come to you," replied De 
·v ulerie with a third salute. "The school 
clock might, be wrong, but you· being the 
J.,onn skipper, you can't ·be wrong." 

Hanclforth pulled out his watch. 
"Twenty n1inutcs to nine!" he said briefly. 
"Thanks, captain," said De \.,. alerie, 

saluting. "I-Iavcn't you forgotten some-
thing?" 

"\Vhat do yon mean-forgotten son1c-
ih. 'I" 1ng .. 

"You didn't ricknowleclgc 1ny S,llntc, 
captain.'~ 
. llandforth breathed hard. 

"Clear out!" he snorted, saluting. "It's 
all yery well to obey my orders like this-
1'1n glad to see it-but there's no need to 
come here asking me the giddy time!" 

De v ... alerie looked very pained. 
"Oh, captain, but didn't yo~l tell us to coine 

to you fc;,r ach·ice ?" he asked, saluting. 
'' Didn't we nndetstand that yon would help 
us in everything-no 1nat.ter how small or 
how big?" _ 

Hantlforth saluted stiffly. 
")'. ... es, of course," he replied. "Sorry!" 
"Thank y.ou, captain." 
De \.,. alerie saluted again and withdre\\·. 

Handforth allowed his hand t.o drop as the 
door closed. Son1ehow, this saluting business 
wasn't quite so ideal as he had expected it 
to be. · 

".I shall have to be careful!" be murmured. 
"I can't tell the chaps to clear out after I've 
asked the1n to co1ne to me for advice! A 
1rorn1 captain must re1nen1ber his duties­
Yes, nnd there's this 1nanuscript. too! I dis­
tinctlv pro1nised Irene she should have it­
nnd 'she's n1orc iinportant than the whole 
Remove· put together!" 

He settled hi1nself down to the labour -of 
love-at least, he prepared to settle down. 
But "·ithin the space of five minutes no less 
than three juniors had looked in, and had 
asked various trivial questions in the politest 
of _\"oices. During the brief period, Hand• 
forth· had found it necessary to salute no less 
than forty-seven. ·ti1nes. So far, he hadn't 
even looked at the typewriter. 

"Oh, crumbs r' he nu1rinured, 1·esting· his 
salut_ing arm. · · 

And then Church and McClure came iri. 
Handfo~·th · leapt to his feet. 

"I don't want. any sah1ting !" he said 
hoarsely. 

""rhv not, captain?~, asked Church, 
sali1ting. 

Edward Os·wald's hand anto1natica1ly shot 
up. 

.~ Because rn1 fed-up with it!" · he snapped 
fiercely. . · 

"Fed-up with it, captain?" asked· lVIcClure 
in an1-azement as he touched his forelock. 
"Bnt the new order· hasn't been in force £01, 
inore than an hour, captain. ,v e all thought 
yon were trernen<lonsly pleased, captain." 

"Don't keep calling ine ' captain '!" hooted 
Ilandforth. 

His chun1s ·backed away, saluting. 
"But-but you told us to, captain!" said 

Church· unhappily. -
IIandforth gulped and recoyered himself. 
•· Yes, I kno,v I did!" he muttered. "It's 

all right-I'm a bit worried this .evening. 
I\·e got- ~on1e typewriting to do, and during 
the last half-hour I've been pestered...:....__ I­
I mean, I've been gh·ing advice," he said 
hastily. ,; I'm going aloug to the office to do 
that typewri_ting. '.' 

'"The office, captain r' asked Church. 
"Yes--I shall be quiet- there," snid his 

leader. .-. 'JJ1is- 1nanuscript has got to be ready 
for Irene--" 

"Irene!" interrupted l\IcClurc. "And 
you're going to use the captain's office for a 
purely personal job like that, captain? It 
wouldn~t be fair!" 

"Eh? \Vhat the dickens-" 
•; .As Fonn captain, captain, you ought to 

know t" went on l\lcClure severeh·. "That 
otliC'e · is only for . strictly official., business. 
And ,ou'ro proposing to go there to. tvpe 
out a., n1nnuscript for Irene? '"rhy, it's ;u1-
fair to the Forn1 ! Yon can't allow you1· 
eonseieuce to agree to such a· thing! Such a 
private 1natter ought to be done here in the 
stndy, captain." 

Handforth rtC'k1:owlC'chred two salutes nnd 
gronnd his teeth. ... 

' ' But I'll. loC'k 1nyself in, anyhow!" he 
,·owed. 

"Lock yourself in. captain?" repeated 
Church, shocked. ,: Then how can the chaps 
co1ne to yo_n f~r advice, and to tell you theit· 
troubles? 'flus has got to he an eyer-open 
door~ captain-as yon ought. to know without 
nny telliua-." 

..... (Continued on Z)''/[1e 42.) 
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All About Our Greqt New Year Programme! 

l\1Y DEAR CHu~s,- r· · . . np nnc.1 run <lown to 
This is the last : . the ri,·er. I get into 
week of the old : a boat and pull · nt 
year, and as this is · the oars until I have , 
tho last oppor- ✓..iiiiii:ia\?.~ 1::-,.,...~~•r... pulled up the river." \ 
tunity I shall have · . (C. Ea 1n es, 24-, 11 
of writing to you Howsm,an Road, \ 
in 1932, Jct me ----~~ ,_:.:,, .. ...:1" .... •- Ba1·nes, Surrey, I 
here and now wish ~Ill";--, 8. lV.13.)-a pen~ I 
you all a Happy _. knife.) 
and Prosperous ~...,.,. Letters to the Editor. ·-: --'---
New Year. ~:.:.:..;.;.;.:.-.____ should be addressed .&.------ Tho town dweller 

1933 is going to to NELSON LEE LIBRARY, Fleetwa:, Bouse, bad been peppcrin~ 
be another vear of · Farringdon Street, L0nd0n, E.O . .f. t-he old fnnner with 
triumph for" the NELSON LEE. Upon that I questions about everything he did, and at hist 
have fully 111ade up my mind. And you can tho old man was completely fed-up. 
do your bit towards 1naking 1933 a greater As he was rolling a fiC?ld the nuisance asked. 
:y~ar than ever for the Old Paper by_ intro- "Now, farn;ier, tell~~' wl~y do. you use such 
ducing it to those pals of j~ours who· do not a heavy rolJer for your potato field ? " . 
at present read it. Let them know what they "Ah," replied the far1ner, "I'm going to 
ha Ye been n1issing; it won't be long before grow mashed potatoes this year." 
they will be as keen as you arc on t~c Old (JI. E. J.llarx, Southfie/.d, J3loom.ficld Road, 
Paper.· That can be your little job for the Bath, Som.erset-a pocket wallet.) 
new year. · l\tline will be to provide you 
readers ,vith the very best progran1mes 
possible. 

. A.lrea<ly I have started on a special cam­
paign. ~-Ir. E. S. Brooks, who- -is undoubtedly 
the 1nest popular writer of boys' stories, has 
"~ritten a 1~ew series of yarns \vhich will start 
in the· early· 1933 issues. This series :will deal 
,vith Nelson. Lee, the detective; Nipper; and 
the chun1s of- St. Frank's. A strong d~tcctive 
then1e will . be running through the . stories, 
·and · the scenes ,,·ill be laid at St. Frank's 
and h1 other parts of the country. I need 
hardly tell you that this serie~ is simply 
1nagnificent. 

Then we ha YC' that 
"The Green Button!" 
few ,vords last week. 
hundred-per-cent treat. 

,vonderful war story, 
about wh~ch I said a 

Here, indeed, is a 

"The Green Button!" is n story which 
deals with the adventures of the -British 
Secret Service during the Great \Var of 
1914-18. As you can itnagine, this offers great 
scope for thrilling and unusual adventures. 
And when I tell -you that most of the ad­
ventures will take place behind the Gern1an 
lines, you wiB be doubly eager to start read­
ing it. This story starts in the Nelson Lee 
in two wcel:s' time, so look out for it. 

READERS' PRIZE JOKES. 
" Good morning, l\lr. Flanagan. and how's 

business with you ? " 
" Bud I Even th~ people who never pay have 

stopped buying." 
(J. Dagley, 390, Swindon Road, Cheltenham­

a p~nlaiifc.) 

. . 
First Strong i\Ian : " Every morning at six 1 

get up· and run into a field, and put my arms 
round a tree and pull until I have pulled the 
tree up." 

Second ditto : " EYery morning ut six I get 

.. A. Scotsman approached t~10 attendant of a 
bowling green and handed l~im twopence . 

" ,vhut's tltis for ? " asked the attendant. 
"A gijine of bowls,"·replicd the Scot. 
" Yes, pu~ the fee· is sixpence. Read tl_1e 

board ? " '· ,_ · · 
" I ha Ye done," nodclecl tlie · Scot. " It says, 

' Fees for the Green, sixpence o, game,' but l 'ni 
not green.". . 
· (F. A.ino, ll, St-:. Aa1rcs Place, Ji.cnn-ingt,on, 

S.E.II-a penknife.) 

PEN PALS. 
Ernest \V. Jennings, 40, Dudley Street, 

Coogee, New South \Vales, Australia, wants 
correspondents, 12-14, interested in cricket, 
swin1n1ing, and all sports. 

Eric l1arch, 16, Tripney Avenue, Peter­
borough, South Australia, ·wants to exchange 
stainps and cigare~te cards. 

.A.udrey Sullivan, Olive Dene, Rossall 
Beach, Fleetwpod, Lanes, ,vants corre-· 
spondents. 

)fiss Joan Coy, Hinton, Rugby, ·"·ants girl 
correspondents. in South .Africa~ Australia and 
Canada. 

::\,liss Edith l-forse, ·Parsons Street, \Vood­
ford Halse, Rugby, wants girl correspondents 
in Canada; ages 15-17. 
· Geoffrey \Vebb, 42A, _ \\.1a1fo1·d Avenue, 

Birches Barn Est~te, \Volverha:n1pton, Staffs, 
"·ants Scout correspondents in China, India 
and Hungary. 

H. J. Haycock, tlie Butts, Oughterside, 
:\Iaryport, Cumberla_nd, wants correspondents 
outside Scotland; ages 17-19. 

~1:iss V. Baynes, Hinton, \Voodford Halse, 
Rugby, ,vants girl correspondents in Canada; 
ages 13-14. 

Jan1es Hutt (3an1e address) wants to .hear 
fron1 stan1p collectors; ages 12-16 
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(Contin.-ued from page 40.) 'captain ' business, too! Ifs getting on n1y 
"Well, there goes the bell for bed!" said nerves! I ,vouldn't mind if they di<l it in 

l\IcOlure with a grin. ·• That's settled all reason, but it's all rot!" 
the argument for to-night, captain." Still, he had suggested it hi1nself, · so ho,v 

He saluted and went out. C1hurch saluted could he get out . of it?" 
and \\"ent out. And Handforth stood there, Church yawned, sat up, and glanced at the 
breathing heavily. He caught .sight of hiln- ,,·indo,v. 
self in the mirror, and automatically saluted. ·· Another fine day!" he said drowsily. '.' A 
And as his reflection naturally saluted simul- bit chilly, though, by the look of the wind." 
taneously, he did it three times before he "Don't be siJly !" said Hnndforth crossly.· 
realised the situation. "You can't ~e the ,vind !" 

"Bah!" he panted. "They're all inad !" "No, but I can sec the \\·ay it's moving all 
But he realised, with a fearful shock, that the . trees and brin~ng down the le~ves !" 

it ,vas i1npossible for him to complain. The . ret1hed Church, getting out of. bed_. Any­
Re1n0Ye ,vas simply obeying his orders. And thing ,v1-o~g, lja~dy ?,. You're looku~g a bit 
he ought, &trictly speaking, to be· filled with peevish tlus morning. 
satisfaction. · "'\Veil, you're ,vrong !" said Haudforth 

But for son1e reason he ·wasn't at all Yery peevishly. 
Sltisfied ! "After yesterday, you ought to be--" 

Church paused, ren1en1bering himself. 

Piling It On I 

T flAT night Handforth was troubled 
. with many nightmares. He dreamed 

that his ri~ht arn1 had swollen to 
about five times ite usual size, and St. 

Frank's, instead of L>eiug a school, ,vas a 
huge ship. Not merely the Re1nove, but 
e\·erybody else constantly passed up and down 
before him in a kind of parade, and he was 
kept at his saluting job until he fell over­
board from sheer exhaustion. 

He awoke in a perspiration, and discovered 
that the unwelcome note of the rising-bell 
,vas clanging out. ~He lounged in bed, im­
mensely relieved to find that everything was 
normal. But it was a fact that his arm cer­
tainly did ache a little. Ile examined it,.. and 
thou~ht he detected one or two . signs of 
swelhng, too. 

He remembered the orgy of saluting the 
previous night. He had not been spared, even 
after the bed-time bell had rung. On his ,vay 
up to the dormitory he had passed through 
thousands of juniors, \\·ho were all saluting. 
Actually, there had not been more than 
twenty or twenty-five, but many of them had 
made a point of passing Handforth three or 
four times by devious subterfuges, and Hand­
forth had finally sought refuge in the dor­
n1itory, only to discover his chums saluting 
hin1 ·with every word they said. 

"There's got to be a change!" he muttered 
firmly. . 

But how? He ·was rather uneasy about it. 
These ,vcre the very· first orders that the 
Remove had ever accepted without jibbing. 
So how could he possibly cancel them and 
retain his dignity. 

Naturally, the idiots ,vould only jump to 
the conclusion that he was ca_nelling the new 
order because it was too much trouble to 
acknowledge their salutes! They ,vere bound 
to think something do.tty like that! 

"Human nature's a rummy thing!" 
thought- Ifandforth bitterly. "If I rescind 
this order for their sakes, they'll think I'm 
doing it for my own! It's funny how people 
always misunderstand you! Aud this giddy 

"Sorry, captain!" he added, saluting. 
,: Good-1nor11111g, captain!'' 

"Good-morniug !" snarled llandforth. 
"Good-n1orning, captain !H said 1\icC1ure-

saluting iu turu. . 
. "Look here, you chaps!" said Handforth 
thickly. H I'm feel-up w:jth this! Remen1ber, 
I'in talking to you in ~rivatc ! I'm fed-up to 
the neck! If either ot you salute me again, 
I'll slaughter you! And don't call me 
captain, either." 

llis chums looked amazed. 
"But you distinctly said-" began },lac. 
"I don't care what I distinctly said!" raved 

Handforth. ·· I'm not going to have · you 
saluting 1ne every minute of the day! Under­
stand that!" 

Church breathed a sigli of relief. 
"Well, thank goodness it's over," he said 

with relief. "But there's never anl':. satisfy­
ing son1e people. l\'Iy onl_y hat! 'This is a 
lesson for us, 1\fac, if you like!" 

"One that ,ve shan't forget in a hurry," 
agreed ~IcClurc, nodding. 

"'\Vhat do -vou mean?., de1nanded Hand• 
forth. .. 

•· \Vhat do we n1ean ?" repeated Church, his 
,·oice qui,·ering with ,\-rath. "You're never 
satisfied, you discontented fathead! That's 
what I inc-au. And if you don't likn it, \\'e'll 
put your head under the tap, and half-drown 
you!" · 

'·Quick!" added l\lcClnre gl'imly. 
Handforth was startled bv the agg-l'cssiYc 

tones. .. 
"\Vil\·. you iusubordinate mutineers--'', 

he began ... 
"That's euongh r' interrupted Church 

curtly. 
"\Vha-a-at ?~' 
"I say, that's enough!" repeated Church. 

"You're a fine chap to give us orders, aren't 
you? You're a fine kind of skipper! The 
Remo,·e jibs at everything you suggest, and 
you get ,vild~ and distribute black eyes and 
thick car.s until furthC'r orders! You·rc not 
satisfic-d with a di~contented Remove!" 

"\Vell ?" L 



THE ~~ELSON LEE LIBB.tlRl" 43 

"\Veil, the H.en10,·e agrees to y0tu· sugges­
tions, and gives you a fre:c hand to do just 
as you like, and even that's not good enough 
for you! \.~ on ~)rder us all to call you cap­
tain, you on.lei· us to salute• :yol?, and witlun 
t,velvc hours you're fed-u}J ! ,vhat yon need 
is your own way eYcry tin1e-.with full per• 
mission to c11augo vour 111incl twice an hour! 
You can Jl1(;"f:S aboi,t with l\Iac and 1ne, per­
haps, but yon can't incss about with the 
Re1nove !" 

"Oh, c·au't I?" roared liandforth. 
"Oh, well, do as you like, of course!" 

sn;:tppcd Church. " "llut what':i going to 
happen io a Fonn captain w·ho g;h·es an order 
one day, and witlulra,Ys it the next.. You'll 
forfeit all respect, and you'll be the laughing• 
stock of the school!" 

"lle's that now!'' saic1 1\lcClure fiercely. 
"\Vcll, he~ll he ihe yelJing-stock of the 

school," a111en,lf,d Church. "::\Iy hat! \Von't 
evcr,rbody yell if he abandons this saluting 
business-just to sa\"e his own ann ! \Vhy, 
llandy, you a5s, you'll bo ridiculed so 1nuch 
that you'll have to resign f ron1 sheer sha1ue." 

"I won't -resign!" hissed I-IanJforih. 

'"fhcn stick in the cuptniuc,·, and do your 
"·orst !" shoute<l Church. "Yo"u won't resign, 
and yon won't nbide by your own orders, and 
)·ou'1·c just as disronten~ed when the Remove 
obc)'s :von as when it d~~11't ! · You're like a 
baby 1.hat's been robbed of its rattle!" 

Church ,vent on dressing:, ~n<l Haridforth 
,vas so staggered by this rauk 111ntiny that he 
hadn't sufficiell ~ strength t<, s111a:Sh his chums 
to pulp. Besides, his conscience "·as pricking 
hin1. I-le had a u1ost 1111co1nfortablo feeling 
that his chu1ns were right. It had been bad 
enough ,vhile the Ren1ovc ,Yas opposed - to 
him. But now that the l{.e111ove ,-..-as doing 
exactly as he had ordered, e,·erything · ,vas 
going ,vrong ! · · 

That ,vas the nun1ny part of it. Ile had 
enjoyed hin1self thoroughly whilo the Form 
,.\·:.ts jibbing at his orders. Ile didn't realise 
1 hat opposition was the breath of life to him. 
lie failed to uuderstaud that a 111cck Remove 
,nts the very last thing he desil'<~<l in his 
lll·nrt. It left hi111 11otl11ng to shout about! 
rrhere weren't any noses to punch! Robbed 
of any al'gun1cnt~, llandforth was like a lost 
sheeJJ. _ 

Church and )IcClure were dressed before 
h(.• was, aud· when they ,vent downstairs they 
fouud Fullwood and l{cggie Pitt. 

"\Vcll, how\; the 11atie11t ?" askeJ Pitt. 
"Peevish/' saiLI Church ,vith a _gl'in. "By 

jingo, I?eggie, you're a cunning- beggar! 
y· ou couldn't do anything ,vith Ifandy while 
you opposed hin1-but now he's nearly ready 
to kuucklo under! He's fed-up with this 
saluting businc~s, and he's iike a bear with a 
sore head." · 

"IIe's fed-up. is he? Good egg! Rush 
round nnd tell the fellows to be ready! \V c'll 
give hi111 another dose of it before breakfast! 
\Ve~n niake hi8 ann ache so 1nuch that he 
won't be able to use his knife aad fork r• 

... t\ud when Haudionh ca!nc down, he walked 
into the thick of it. lfe was cautious, too. 
~e caine out of tht) donnit~ry qt}i~t1y, 1ncan-
111g to steal clown a11d lock h11nself 111 ~tudy D 
so that he could do ~01ne of that typewriting 
for Irene. He wa;o; ,·er,· worried about it. It 
was ~.,riday already, i11HI he had definitely 
promised the co111plete JIS. for rrucsday. It 
wculd take every n1inute of hi;S 5-pare-tinie 1 · 

Brent came out of his own donnito.ry, sa,v 
Handforth, and saluted. · 

'-' 'l\ilorning, Captn.iu IIandforth !''. he said 
cheerfulJy. "Any fresh 01·dei·s· to-da:)-~ ?'' ·-- ' 

"No!" said llandforth, sahitii1g in refui;1i. 
"Vt1e're all cager to obey, ···captain!" said 

Brent, saluting _again~ · 
"Go and· eut .coke!" hooted tha · leader of 

Study D. - · 
"Thanks!" gl'innecJ Brent, saluting for the 

third titne. '' But wheu I said we were will­
ing to obey ordcr.s, captain, I 111eaut anything 
within reason." 

Handforth strode on, and that 11ightn1are of 
his wns a pleasant 111e1nory con1parcd to the 
experience he "·ent through now. Defore he 
reached Study D. he had pusscd everybody 
in the Ren1ove, and son1c of then1 twice. And 
they had all said . .- Good-n1orniilg, Captain 
llandforth !" "·ith tho 11tn1ost cheeriness, and 
they had all saluted. Ris ar1n was ns heavy 
as lead by the· ti1uc ho found refuge in his 
study. 

And then Church and ~IcCl11re ca1ne iu. 
"Get out!" howled Haudforth dangerously. 
"But, 1ny clear chap-" 
"I'm busy!" raved Edward Oswald. 
They backed out, and he sla1111ncd the doo1·. 

The \\·hole affair \\·as gettinf, on his nerves. 
\Vell, thank goodness he coulct get ahead with 
that typcw1·iting now! If he didn't get ahead 
,vith it he ,vould disappoint Irene,· he \\·ould 
break his pro1nise, and--

" Blow the l~en1ove !" he ruuttered. "Dlo,v 
the captaincy!" . 

He sat ~i1nself in f rout of the typewriter, 
and f e,·er1shl_y atten11Hed to work it. And. 
naturally, being agitated, the thing ja1nn1ed 
and. jibbed worse than ever. The cleverness 
of Reggie Pitt's plan "·as no,v.,bvious. \Vith 
the Remove docile, Handforth's position 
would have been quite aggra\'ating enough­
hut this typewriting job 1nad«) it ·a hnndred­
fo1d 111ore so. That n1anuscript had to oo 
typl:d-therc was ouiy a lin1ited an1ou11t of 
ti111e-ancl it wa8 for ll'e11e ! , 

"Good!" breathed Handforth at last. "I'n1 
just getting thn hang of it. Now I can settle 
down, and--'' · 

Clang-clang! 
"Breakfast!" roared Church through the 

c.loor as he thu1nped the panel. 
Edward Oswald IInn<lforth sagged do,vn in 

his chair. · · 
"\Vhat's the H:SO ?" he 1nuttered dismnl1y. 

(Tl1.e reign of llan,lfo1•ll1, as sld11per oi 
tlae Lowc1• Scliool is d·raicittg to a close. 
J11st l10-w it "'llnisl,es ll~U tVil~ re~d in ne~t 
tceel~'s e~citing cl1apte1·s o/ tlds /f.lie School 
Sto,•g.) 
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